
Tuesday Evening Bible Study 
Series #7:  Paul’s Letter to the Romans 

Intro & Chapters 1-2 
Tuesday, September 13 & 20, 2016 

Introduction to Romans 

1) Romans is not Paul’s first letter.  It is first in the NT because of its length (16 
chapters) and was probably one of his last letters written.  It is the latest letter that 
we have available. 

2) Actual date of writing is not certain, but probably between during an extended 
winter stay in Corinth between AD 54 and AD 59. 

3) Written from Corinth near the time of his departure for Jerusalem. 
4) Seemingly written for two audiences 

a) Gentile Christians in Rome who were largely unknown to Paul and did not know 
him. 

b) Jewish Christians who took issue at the largely Gentile Roman church who did 
not observe Jewish law. 

5) Written to a community of believers that already existed.  Paul did not found the 
Christian community in Rome. 

6) Romans reflects Paul’s mature theology 
a) Justification by faith 
b) Heavily dependent on Jewish scripture (Law) 
c) God’s grace 

7) It follows the typical ancient epistolary form 
a) Opening 

i) Mention of the sender 
ii) Mention of the addressees 
iii) Greeting or salutation 

b) The body of the letter 
c) The closing 

i) Wish of good health 
ii) Word of farewell, often with greetings to or from particular persons. 

8) Letter of persuasion 
a) Paul also utilizes Greco-Roman rhetorical techniques and Jewish methods of 

exegesis to develop his arguments. 
b) “What gives Romans its depth and power…is the rigor of Paul’s own thought, 

which these conventions help him to express effectively.”  (L. Keck) 

General Outline of Romans 

Introduction (1:1-17) 
I. Address and Greeting (1:1-7) 
II. Thanksgiving & theme (1:8-17) 

Body of the Letter (1:18 – 15:13) 
I. The Inclusive Saving Power of the Gospel (1:18 – 11:36) 
II. Summons to Live according to the Gospel (12:1 – 15:13) 

Conclusion (15:14 – 16:24, [25-27]) 
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Outline of Chapters 1-4 

Introduction 
I. Address and greeting (1:1-7) 
II. Thanksgiving and theme (1:8-17) 

 
Body of the Letter 

I. The Inclusive Saving Power of the Gospel 
A. The inclusion of the Gentiles on the basis of righteousness by faith (1:18 – 4:25) 

i) No other righteousness (1:18 – 3:20) 
a) The revelation of God’s wrath against the Gentile world (1:18-32) 
b) Those who “judge” are not immune from the wrath (2:1-11) 
c) Possession of the Law makes no difference (2:12-29) 

1. The Law and the Gentiles (2:12-16) 
2. The Law and the Jews (2:17-24) 
3. The “Real Jew” (2:25-29) 

d) God’s faithfulness to Israel stands (3:1-8) 
e) Scripture’s witness to universal lack of righteousness (3:9-20) 

ii) The “righteousness of God” is now available to all believers (3:21-26) 
iii) Faith:  The sole basis upon which the One God justifies all (3:27-31) 
iv) Scripture’s witness to righteousness by faith (4:1-25) 

a) Abraham:  Justified on the basis of faith (4:1-12) 
b) Abraham:  Paradigm receiver of the Promise on the basis of faith (4:13-25) 

 
• 1:3 – “according to the flesh” – Unlike elsewhere in Paul’s writings where this 

phrase is given a pejorative spin in contrast to the virtues of “the spirit,” here it 
refers to the natural, “this-worldly” origins of Jesus. 

• 1:5 – “an obedience of faith” (eis hypakoēn pisteōs) – the grammatical 
construction (genitive case) offers three possible readings of this phrase. 

o Obedience to the faith, understanding faith as the content of the message 
o Obedience required by faith, or that which faith works 
o Obedience which consists in faith 
o “obedience” = response in general; “faith” = what that response should be 

• 1:7 – Paul addresses the Christian community in Rome, but does not use the 
word “church” (ekklesia) until Chapter 16. 

• 1:17 – “the righteousness of God” 
o In biblical tradition, righteousness applies to both God and human beings 

§ God displays “righteousness” through action that conforms to the 
divine bond with Israel:  creating, nourishing, protecting its people 

§ Humans display “righteousness” in their relation with other people 
and with God.  Justice among humans is included in this. 

o Paul’s sense of God’s righteousness was influenced by post-exilic ideas 
which focus more on the saving aspect of God’s righteousness (“Third” 
Isaiah, Chapters 40-66).  There is a looking forward to the end times, the 
eschaton.  God displays righteousness through his saving fidelity as 
Creator to all of creation—a fidelity that is exercised ultimately 
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(eschatologically) and inclusively (Jews & Gentiles alike) in the 
redemptive work of Christ. 

o Christ embodies God’s righteousness (i.e., the saving faithfulness of the 
Creator to creation) and functions as the sphere where believers can find 
righteous status before God. 

• 1:17 – “through faith for faith” (ek pisteōs eis pistin) = refers to a full, complete, 
total human faith from first to last, or God’s faithfulness (through faith) 
alongside human faith (for faith) 

• 1:17-18 are considered the “theme” of the letter 
• 1:18 – “divine wrath” – presumes a personal God whose dealings with humanity 

are attended by an intense moral will.  When that will, and particularly the love 
that lies behind it, is thwarted by human pride, rebellion, obstinancy, or 
disloyalty, God’s wrath comes out. 

• 1:26-27 – Quite controversial, especially in the last few decades, and there is no 
easy answer.  Open to various interpretations of what constitutes “unnatural” 
for Paul and in the modern day—which are two very different things.  For Paul, 
homosexuality was a matter purely of will, an understanding very different from 
modern understanding.  Rome of the 1st Century AD was “sin city.”  It was the 
lavish haven of hedonism, debauchery, corruption.  Rome was noted for its 
practices of sexual immorality.  He may have been addressing exploitative acts 
(e.g., pederasty=sexual activity between adult men and boys), rather than loving 
relationships.  Rome had many categories of male-male relationships.  (Much 
less is known about female same-sex relationships).  What is meant by “natural” 
and “unnatural”?  According to Wright, Paul’s position reflects that he thinks the 
whole human world is “out of joint.”  (Wright, p. 23) 

• 1:28-32 – Common list of vices for Paul’s day 
o v. 29a – “full of”, generalized vices 
o v. 29b – destruction of the social order 
o v. 30 – paired list 
o v. 31 – “without” (a- in Greek) 

• Paul’s treatment of “righteousness” 
o “In Romans 1:18-3:30, Paul is engaged in a long prophetic accusation 

designed to exclude the possibility of finding a righteous status before God 
on any basis other than that offered in the gospel:  the righteousness of 
God made accessible through faith.” (Sacra Pagina, p. 79) 

• 2:4-5 – No special treatment. 
o Jews and Gentiles will be judged alike. 

• 2:6-10 – Judgement according to one’s deeds. 
o Ps. 62:12 (62:14, BCP) – “And steadfast love belongs to you, O Lord.  For 

you repay to all according to their work” (NRSV); “Steadfast love is yours, 
O Lord, for you repay everyone according to his deeds.” (BCP) 

• 2:11 – prosōpolēmpsia = partiality, respect of persons 
o the fault of one who when called on to requite or to give judgment has 

respect to the outward circumstances of men and not to their intrinsic 
merits, and so prefers, as the more worthy, one who is rich, high-born, or 
powerful, to another who is destitute of such gifts (Biblehub.com) 
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• 2:13 – those who are righteous in their hearts will be made right (justified) in 
the sight of God (dikaioi…dikaiōthēsontai) 

• 2:14-15 – Gentiles (they don’t possess the law) who do instinctively what the law 
requires.  They too will be judged by their works.  God knows everyone’s heart. 

o What might this mean for non-Christians today who show Christ-like 
behavior?) (vs. “Christians” who do the opposite) 

• 2:17-18 – Five-fold list of Jewish privileges 
o identity as a Jew 
o relying upon the law 
o boasting in God 
o knowing God’s will 
o able to determine what is best 

• 2:19 – The role one might play on the basis of these privileges 
o guide 
o light 
o corrector 
o teacher 
o possessor 

• vv. 21-23 – If you claim x (vv. 17-18) and you can be or do y (v. 19), then 
practice what you preach!!! 

o Claims vs. performance. 
• 2:25-29 – Physical circumcision/uncircumcision is irrelevant.  Spiritual 

circumcision means more. 
o What is written in the heart (‘pneuma’ = spirit) means more than what is 

written in stone in the law (‘gramma’ = letter) 
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