
Tuesday Evening Bible Study 
Series #15: Historical Books of the Old Testament 

Week 3: Ruth 
Tuesday, February 5, 2019 

The Book of Ruth: A Story of Loyalty and Faithfulness. 

Summary 
The book is named after one of its main characters, a young woman of Moab, the great-
grandmother of David and an ancestress of Jesus. The only other Biblical book bearing 
the name of a woman is Esther. 

Who wrote Ruth? 
The author is unknown, but Jewish tradition points to Samuel. However, it is unlikely 
that he is the author because the mention of David implies a later date. Further, the 
literary style of Hebrew used in Ruth suggests that it was written during the period of 
the monarchy. 

Theme 
The importance of faithful love in human relationships among God’s kingdom people is 
powerfully underscored. The author focuses on Ruth’s unswerving and selfless devotion 
to desolate Naomi and on Boaz’s kindness to these two widows. He presents striking 
examples of lives that embody in their daily affairs the self-giving love that fulfills God’s 
law. Such love also reflects God’s love, in a marvelous joining of human and divine 
actions. In God’s benevolence such lives are blessed and are made a blessing. 

How should I read Ruth? 
The book of Ruth is a Hebrew short story, told with consummate skill. Among historical 
narratives in Scripture it is unexcelled in its compactness, vividness, warmth, beauty 
and dramatic effectiveness -- an exquisitely wrought jewel of Hebrew narrative art. 
Outline of Ruth 

I. Introduction: Naomi and her family (1:1-5) 
II. Naomi returns from Moab (1:6-22) 

A. Ruth clings to Naomi (1:6-18) 
B. Ruth and Naomi return to Bethlehem (1:19-22) 

III. Ruth and Boaz meet in the harvest fields (2:1-23) 
A. Ruth begins working in the harvest fields (2:1-7) 
B. Boaz shows kindness to Ruth (2:8-16) 
C. Ruth returns to Naomi (2:17-23) 

IV. At the threshing floor (3:1-18) 
A. Naomi instructs Ruth (3:1-5) 
B. Boaz pledges to secure redemption (3:6-15) 
C. Ruth returns to Naomi (3:16-18) 

V. The Marriage of Boaz and Ruth (4:1-12) 
A. Boaz confronts the unnamed kinsman (4:1-8) 
B. Boaz buys Naomi’s property and announces his marriage to Ruth (4:9-12) 

VI. Naomi is redeemed and restored (4:13-17) 
VII. Epilogue: The Genealogy of David (4:18-22) 



Week 3: Ruth – Page 2 

Watch the video, “Read Scripture: Ruth,” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0h1eoBeR4Jk 

 
Resources 

Introduction from The New Oxford Annotated Bible (NRSV), 2010 

HarperCollins Study Bible (NRSV), 1989 

“Book of Ruth,” https://www.biblestudytools.com/nrs/joshua/ 

“Judges,” https://www.enterthebible.org/oldtestament.aspx?rid=26 

“Judges 10-21,” https://www.lds.org/manual/old-testament-study-guide-for-home-study-seminary-students-2015/introduction-to-
judges/unit-16-day-3-judges-10-21?lang=eng 


