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Outline of Zechariah 
A. First Zechariah (Chapters 1-8) 

1. Superscription (1:1) 
2. Oracles and Visions (1:2 – 6:8) 
3. Other Oracles (6:9 – 8:23) 

B. Second Zechariah (Chapters 9-14) 
1. The First Oracle:  The Divine Warrior (9:1 – 11:17) 
2. The Second Oracle:  The Victory of the Divine Warrior (Chapters 12-14) 

a) The Purge of Jerusalem (12:1 – 13:6) 
(i) The Day of the Lord (12:1-9) 
(ii) Events on the Day of the Lord (12:10 – 13:6) 

b) Textual Insertion: Continuation of Zechariah 11:15-17 (13:7-9) 
c) The Apocalypse of Zechariah (Chapter 14) 

Notes on Zechariah: Chapters 12-14 
• Chapter 12 through 13:6 is a 2nd oracle and describes the Day of the Lord which 

is eminent. 
• 13:7-9 is a probably a textual insertion that is a continuation of 11:15-17. 
• Chapter 14 describes a radical, even cosmic, vision of change on the “day of the 

Lord.”  It is apocalyptic in style.  It is also thought to have been written the 
latest (ca. 420 BC). 

o The geo-cosmic events depict a theophany—a manifestation of God. 
o It is so great that even ordinary objects like bells, bowls, and cooking pots 

will achieve ritual purity. 
• In the end, there is complete restoration and the Temple will once again be the 

center for the whole world. 
 
What is the take-home message of Zechariah? 

• Arriving in Jerusalem among exiles returning from Babylon in the late 500s 
B.C.E., the prophet Zechariah criticizes disobedience but looks forward to the 
restoration of the temple and the prosperity of a people faithful to God.  
Ultimately, God wins. 

How is Zechariah relevant in 2017? 
• Zechariah pronounces judgment for disobedience, but also envisions a rebuilt 

temple and a restored Jerusalem.  No matter how bad we get, God will always 
invite us back into renewal and restoration.  He wins in the end. 

Resources 
Notes from The New Oxford Annotated Bible (NRSV), 2010 
Notes from HarperCollins Study Bible (NRSV), 1989 
Enterthebible.com, http://www.enterthebible.org/oldtestament.aspx?rid=56 
 



Session 19: Zechariah 12 – End & Malachi – Page 2 

Malachi 
 
Introduction to Malachi 

• The last of the “Minor Prophets.” 
• The name Malachi is Hebrew for “my messenger” and may not refer to an actual 

person at all. 
• The book starts out in a fashion similar to Zechariah 9:1 and 12:1, suggesting 

that it was originally part of a larger collection attached to the first 8 chapters of 
Zechariah.  Malachi’s separation as a separate book may have been done to 
create a set of twelve prophetic writings. 

• The dating of Malachi begins in the period after the rededication of the Temple 
in 515 BC, since temple ritual is addressed, and is probably contemporary with 
Ezra-Nehemiah; but, language about the degeneration of temple ritual, failure to 
pay tithes, and intermarriage may suggest that the end of Malachi was written 
as late as just prior to Nehemiah’s return in the mid-400s BC.  

o Note the reference to a “governor” not a “king” in v.8. 
• Written in a question-answer style—a dialogue between God and prophet, 

prophet and God, or prophet and people.  Also found in Haggai. 
 
Summary 
The period of exuberance and the energy experienced when the exiles returned from 
Babylon and rebuilt the temple has given way to a diminishing regard for obeying the 
law. Even priests have become lethargic and corrupt in their religious practices. 
Malachi urges a return to covenant obedience, faithful sacrifices, and tithes. Malachi 
alerts the people that God will send another messenger before the Day of the Lord.  In 
other words, congregations all have their ups and downs, periods of energy and success, 
too often followed by a let-down. This book addresses exactly that situation. The effort 
and enthusiasm of the exiles as they returned from Babylon and rebuilt the temple 
have been followed by a lethargy and slovenliness even among priests. Malachi’s 
message urges us today to restore our dedication and faithfulness as we await the 
coming Day of the Lord.  It ends on an eschatological note that speaks of “Elijah who is 
to come,” which, through Christian eyes, is foreshadowing the coming of the Messiah.  
In the Christian canon, Malachi is followed immediately by Gospel announcement of 
the birth of Jesus, and the Gospel according to Mark (the earliest Gospel), begins with 
the preaching of “the messenger” John the Baptist, whom Jesus called “Elijah who is to 
come” (Matthew 11:14). 
 
Themes 

1) The “burden” of prophecy. 
2) Covenant obedience.  
3) The Day of the Lord.  
4) Elijah, the forerunner of the Messiah.  
5) Marriage and divorce.  
6) Priestly fidelity.  
7) Tithing and “overflowing blessing.” 
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Outline of Malachi 
A. Superscription (Malachi 1:1) 
B. First Oracle:  The Rejection of Edom (1:1-5) 
C. Second Oracle:  An indictment of the priests and Levites for their failures (1:6 – 2:9) 
D. Third Oracle:  Religious Fidelity and the Marriage Covenant (2:10-16) 
E. Fourth Oracle:  The Coming Messenger (2:17 – 3:5) 
F. Fifth Oracle:  Repentance in faithfulness will return God’s blessings (3:6-12) 
G. Sixth Oracle:  God will acknowledge the faithful and save them (3:13 – 4:3) 
H. Two Postscripts (4:4-6) 
 
Notes on Malachi 

• Esau is considered the ancestor of the Edomites.  (Genesis 36:1) 
• 1:5 – this reflects a theme beloved by exilic and post-exilic prophets 
• 1:8 – See Leviticus 22:17-30 and Deuteronomy 15:21 
• Although divorce is permitted in Deuteronomy 24:1-4, it is still regarded as a 

holy covenant. 
• The fifth oracle speaks of the requirement of the tithe (Leviticus 27:30; Numbers 

18:21-24; Deuteronomy 14:28) 
• 3:16 – Biblical tradition knows of two, perhaps three, heavenly record books in 

which the fate of individuals were written down before the beginning of time. 
(Exodus 32:32-33; Psalm 40:7, 56:8, 69:28; Philemon 4:3; Revelation 3:5) 

• Ends by citing two of Israel’s greatest covenant mediators. 
 
Resources 
 
Notes from The New Oxford Annotated Bible (NRSV), 2010 
Notes from HarperCollins Study Bible (NRSV), 1989 
http://www.enterthebible.org/oldtestament.aspx?rid=57  


