
Sermon for Trinity Sunday 
Sunday, June 11, 2017 

“Let’s Go Make Disciples” 

Text: Matthew 28:16-20 

I speak to you in the name of the one true God:  Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit.  Amen. 

I read a statement by a priest on Facebook this past week.  The 
statement said, essentially, if a preacher attempts to explain the Trinity 
in a mere soundbite, that preacher has committed heresy.  Indeed, the 
Doctrine of the Trinity is a difficult one to understand fully.  It is a hard 
one to grasp.  If we start with the orthodox statement of Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit, God in three persons, we run the risk of thinking of three 
deities, not one.  But, that’s because of the limitations of our language, 
since we think of “persons” in terms of three distinct individuals.  In our 
current society, with its attempt to be gender-neutral and all-inclusive, 
we sometimes hear in our churches “Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier,” 
instead of “Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,” but that reduces the Trinity to 
its functions, which is a heretical concept.  Not that God isn’t the Creator, 
Redeemer, or Sanctifier, but it is not proper to use God’s functions as a 
replacement of God’s identity.  So that doesn’t quite explain the Trinity. 
Eastern Christianity teaches that the Trinity is a Unity in community 
with itself, three natures, always acting as one from the divine Father, 
through the divine Son, in the divine Holy Spirit. 

 My own personal understanding of the Trinity includes concepts 
pertaining to electrons and Heisenberg’s Uncertainty Principle.  If you 
have no idea what I’m talking about, that’s quite alright.  I don’t want to 
explain it here. You have to let God reveal God’s self to you in your own 
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way; how you begin to understand the Trinity is ultimately between you 
and God.  The truth is that we cannot completely understand God in 
God’s fullness, because of the limitations of our human mind and 
understanding.  Over time God has revealed himself little by little to 
humankind.  Jesus taught us something about who God is by his 
examples, usually in the form of parables, to make our understanding 
more real to our limited human understanding.  In the end, we will never 
fully understand God.  In the end, the exact nature of the Trinity is a 
mystery. 

We can look around and see evidence of the Triune God.  When I 
look at the world around me, when I look up at the sky and see the 
vastness of the cosmos, when I watch something on TV about galaxies 
millions of light-years away or the workings of subatomic particles, I see 
the work of God The Creator.  When I see the world in its sinfulness or 
when I fall short in my own relationship with God, yet know that God’s 
grace and mercy are beyond my understanding, I see the work of God who 
became incarnate in the person of Jesus Christ, the Redeemer.  When I 
feel the presence of God in my life, when I see the presence of God in 
others, when I see God working in the world, and when I come face to 
face with each of the sacraments, I see the Spirit of God working and 
acting in our very midst.  Maybe we can’t fully understand God or the 
Trinity, but we can see the effects of God in the universe around us.  We 
don’t have to look very hard, because God’s work is all around us and has 
always been.  The lesson from Genesis today attests to that when it 
describes God who created the heavens and the earth, whose Spirit 
moved across the face of the waters, and whose very Word created light 
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from darkness.  The very first words of Scripture affirm that the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Spirit were all present at creation. 

But, remember last week, when I said that the Holy Spirit helps us 
in our relationship with God.  I think that is at the heart of us each 
knowing God in his holy and undivided Trinity.  I think that the deeper 
we can be in relationship with God, the better and deeper we will 
encounter God and get to know him and come to love him more and more.  
The more we can experience God and know God, the more fully we can 
live out and do the Great Commission that Jesus declared to his disciples 
then and now:  “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and 
teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you.”  Notice 
the command:  Go.  It doesn’t say come.  It doesn’t say, “Stay where you 
are and wait for them to come to you.”  It says go.  It means that we are 
not to be passive disciples, but active ones.  It doesn’t mean that we 
simply pray for God to make this world a better place, it means that we 
go as the instruments of God—his hands and his feet—and be the change, 
and make a difference.  Don’t worry if you don’t think you have what it 
takes.  Trust God.  Jesus said that he would be with us until the end of 
the age.  When we do that, we will be more like the image of God that we 
already are, and we will come to know God more fully as he always has 
been: one holy and undivided Trinity a community in unity with itself, 
acting as one.  Some day, we shall meet God face-to-face and we will then 
God as he is and see his full glory for ourselves.  In the meantime, we 
have work to do.  Let’s go!  Amen. 


