
Sermon for Trinity Sunday 
Sunday, May 27, 2018 

“The Triune God is Real” 

Text: John 3:1-17 

I speak to you in the name of the one true God:  Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit.  Amen. 

This past week, I came across the video of a young boy named 
William Maillis. Now William is 11 years old, the son of a Greek Orthodox 
priest, and is a sophomore in college—a real child prodigy. William wants 
to be an astrophysicist. The video that I saw featured William explaining 
how the universe could not have created itself from nothing, because 
something that does not exist cannot create something that can. There 
must have been something outside itself that existed. His final conclusion 
was that “it takes more faith to believe that there’s no God than it does 
to believe that there is a God.” Now I’m not going to go into the details of 
William’s proof of God, because it involves concepts like the Theory of 
Relativity, theories of space-time, and the Singularity that was our 
universe before it exploded into existence 13.8 billion years ago. But what 
impressed me about William was that he felt a calling to devote his life 
to proving, through astrophysics, that God exists. 

Now I’m going to go out on a limb by saying that all of us here 
believe that God exists. Not only do we believe it, we know it as well. 
Perhaps someone here still has questions. Perhaps someone here is still 
searching. And that’s ok. But, all of us are here because we are seeking 
an encounter with the divine. Most, if not all of us here, have had a 
personal encounter with God in some way. But in our liturgical life today, 
in our liturgical calendar, today we go deeper into the existence of God 
because we celebrate our understanding that God exists as an undivided 
Trinity of persons—that is to say, three distinct natures belonging to the 
one and only God. The Trinity is not that easy to understand, because of 
our limitations of language that forces us to describe the Trinity as 3 
persons, when they are not really persons in the same way that each of 
us is an individual person, but is one God in three natures. It is going to 
be an interesting challenge for anyone who wants to prove through a 
scientific research that any of this is true, but we are people of faith, and 
through that faith, we know it to be true. 
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It is belief through faith that Jesus tells Nicodemus he must have, 
and in the story we heard from John’s Gospel, Jesus tells Nicodemus 
about the Trinity. What’s unusual about how Jesus talks of the Trinity is 
that he does not do so by giving a straightforward definition. Jesus 
explains the Trinity in the way that he often does, in a way that draws 
us into a deeper understanding that is just outside our normal 
understanding. Jesus gives us work to do. He gives us a homework 
assignment every time he speaks. In his conversation with Nicodemus, 
Jesus refers to all three persons of the Trinity. He explains that God is 
the One who loved the cosmos so much that he was unwilling to let it 
perish, and gave it the Son. God sends the Son not to condemn the world 
and its inhabitants, but to rescue and restore them. And in order to be 
restored, we have to become different, new creatures; we must be reborn 
through water and the Spirit. And then Jesus goes on to tell Nicodemus 
that in order to enjoy eternal life, he must believe.  

We must believe, too. We may not be able to see God, and we will 
probably never understand God in his fullness—at least, not in this life—
but we encounter the Trinity in a variety of ways. We can look around 
and see evidence of the Triune God.  Look up at the sky; see the vastness 
of the cosmos. See the majesty of God the Creator. Think about a time 
when you sinned, when you did what you ought not to have doe or failed 
to do what you ought to have done, when you fell short in your own 
relationship with God. You know that God’s grace and mercy are beyond 
understanding, but we are reassured by God who became incarnate in 
the person of Jesus Christ, the Redeemer, that he did not come into the 
world to condemn it, but that through him, we might be saved. Then, 
through the power of the Spirit of God, Jesus’s very presence becomes 
real and tangible for us in the Holy Eucharist, so that we can always feel 
the presence of God in our lives, and see the presence of God in others, 
and see and do God’s work in the world, and finally to recognize the Spirit 
of God working and acting in our very midst. 

We can’t fully understand God or the Trinity. Much of it will remain 
a mystery to us until we meet God face-to-face, but we can see how God’s 
love for the universe he created is manifested everywhere we look. We 
don’t have to look very hard, because God’s work is all around us and has 
always been. Even in those things that cause us maybe to wonder where 
God is, even in the face of suffering, disaster, tragedy, violence, and death, 
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our unwavering faith in God should give us hope and strength to trust in 
a God who never abandons us. 

Trinity Sunday is a day of celebration. A day when we can sing the 
praises of God, because God is so awesome, majestic, and mighty that we 
can’t even take it all in. We don’t need scientific proof. God is all truth 
and makes his presence known to us in his own way for each of us. 
Hopefully every time we celebrate the Trinity, God will reveal a little 
more about his fullness to each and every one of us. Amen. 
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