
Sermon for the Solemnity of the Transfiguration 
Sunday, August 6, 2017 

“The Transfigured Community” 

Text: Luke 9:28-36, (37-43) 

I speak to you in the name of the one true God:  Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit.  Amen. 

Today we celebrate the Solemnity of the Transfiguration of Our 
Lord. This feast is important, not just for its role in the life of Jesus and 
in the revelation that occurred there on the high mountain known as Mt. 
Tabor, but it also has something to tell us about our own experience as 
followers of Christ.  The challenge we have is with grasping the meaning 
of The Transfiguration, and to begin to do this, it is important to go 
through the story as it unfolds. 

The first thing we are told is that eight days after these sayings, 
Jesus along with Peter, James, and John went up on the mountain to 
pray.  Just before the Transfiguration event, Jesus had fed the five 
thousand with five loaves and two fish, and immediately after, he asked 
his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?”  Most had a variety of 
answers:  Elijah or one of the other great prophets.  But Peter said, “You 
are the Messiah.”  So, they knew conceptually who he was, but you know, 
the disciples didn’t always stick to their convictions, so a bit more 
convincing was in order.  Eight days later, Jesus went with his disciples 
to a mountain, again to pray.  That detail is important.  Eight is an 
important number.  Remember, when Luke wrote his gospel account, he 
was retelling the story to an established Christian community.  They 
customarily met on the first day of the week, Sunday, but to early 
Christians, they also referred to Sunday as the eighth day.  It was the 
fulfillment of all that had happened before—the whole record of God’s 
movement in human history, but it was the beginning of something new 
in Christ’s resurrection.  The first day and the eighth day were one in the 
same—old and new, past and future, knit together.  This event also 
happened to fall during the Jewish Festival of Booths (Sukkoth) which 
was the celebration of God’s protection of his people as they wandered in 
the wilderness.  Humankind had once again reached a period of 
wandering, and Luke is setting the stage for the great revelation that is 
about to occur.  Notice, also, that Jesus is once again in prayer; he is in 
conversation with his divine self. 
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Then suddenly the appearance of Jesus’s face changes and his 
clothes become dazzling white, and they see Moses and Elijah talking to 
Jesus.  When God reveals himself in glory, things become bright.  When 
Moses met God on Mt. Sinai, his face shone so brightly that he had to 
wear a veil.  God was revealing his future glory in Jesus Christ whose 
Resurrection would mark the greatest glorification of God, that is the 
redemption and salvation of all humanity.  In the text, Jesus, Moses, and 
Elijah are discussing his departure; they are discussing his eventual 
Resurrection and Ascension.  When we see this event pictured, we see 
Jesus with pierced hands and feet.  Before you leave, I encourage you to 
look at our Transfiguration Window in the back of the church, and you 
will see this story beautifully depicted. 

The other thing to note who appears with Jesus.  Moses, the bringer 
of the Law and Elijah, the great prophet.  What do all three have in 
common?  Scripture tells us that they were all taken up into heaven. In 
the Transfiguration, God is revealing Jesus as the fulfillment of the Law 
and the Prophets.  And, all of this happens in community, because 
community is at the heart of the Transfiguration.  Peter, James, and John 
are there to witness the Transfiguration, and they beheld Jesus in his 
resurrected glory flanked by Moses and Elijah.  One senses a hint of the 
Trinity in this vision—God in three persons, a divine community in itself.  
One of the lessons of today’s gospel is that the glory of God is fully 
revealed if lived together, in community. Nobody, not even Jesus, could 
shine alone!  The work of that Trinity shows that only when we are 
together that God’s radiance can light each other’s lives.  Community was 
important in Jesus’ time, community was important in Luke’s time when 
he wrote the gospel for a new Christian community trying to understand 
itself, and community is important for us in our own time. 

In fact, immediately after the Transfiguration occurs, Luke drives 
that point home in the what occurs immediately after.  It is really the 
conclusion to the story of the Transfiguration, yet it is not included in our 
lectionary for the day.  Here’s what the scripture says: 

On the next day, when they had come down from the mountain, a 
great crowd met him.  Just then a man from the crowd shouted, 
“Teacher, I beg you to look at my son; he is my only child.  Suddenly 
a spirit seizes him, and all at once he shrieks. It convulses him until 
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he foams at the mouth; it mauls him and will scarcely leave him.  I 
begged your disciples to cast it out, but they could not.”  Jesus 
answered, “You faithless and perverse generation, how much longer 
must I be with you and bear with you? Bring your son here.”  While 
he was coming, the demon dashed him to the ground in convulsions. 
But Jesus rebuked the unclean spirit, healed the boy, and gave him 
back to his father. And all were astounded at the greatness of God. 
(Luke 9:37-43) 

I call your attention to the 
image to the right.  It is a beautiful 
painting from the 16th Century 
painter Rafael.  It is a depiction of 
the Transfiguration.  At the top you 
can see Jesus in his transfigured 
glory flanked by Moses and Elijah 
with Peter, James, and John looking 
on.  But then as you make your way 
down the scene, there is a crowd of 
people who are looking on and 
pointing to the action at the top, 
until your eye is drawn to the action 
to the right at the bottom, where you 
see the boy seized with a demon, 
convulsing, yet reaching toward the 
heavens waiting faithfully and 
patiently for the glory of God to be 
revealed once again in his 
miraculous healing.  And it all 
happens in community. 

The second thing I’d like to note is the presence of the cloud.  Clouds 
are important in the story.  Clouds do many things.  Clouds bring rain to 
water and nourish things.  Clouds can cover the sun and bring relief on 
a hot summer day.  Clouds can produce flakes of snow in the middle of a 
cold winter.  Clouds bring floods that can destroy things.  Clouds have 
been used since ancient times as image, a metaphor, to depict the 
greatness of the gods, the realm of the gods, and as a herald that divine 
action is taking place.  The cloud in today’s story heralds the theophany 
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moment when God manifests himself in the world and says, “This is my 
son, my Chosen; listen to him!”  Clouds transform.  Clouds change things.  
You might note that on this very day 72 years ago a cloud changed the 
world.  It was a mushroom cloud from the bomb that was dropped on 
Hiroshima and catapulted the world into the atomic age.  Our world was 
forever changed on that day, in the cloud. 

The Transfiguration is about transformation.  It is about the glory 
of God, himself a community in the Trinity, being revealed to God’s 
community, and instructing that community to reveal his glory to others.  
Jesus went from the summit of Mt. Tabor to its foothills in order to show 
God’s glory in healing the convulsing boy.  We are to listen to him and 
from our own transformation in coming to know the transfigured and 
resurrected Lord, to reveal the glory of God and transform the world.  
Maybe we won’t heal a boy with convulsions, like Jesus did.  Dear God, 
let humankind never again transform the world like on that dreadful day 
in Hiroshima.  But we can show the transfigured Christ dwelling in us 
and make a difference in our various communities: our parish community, 
our homes & families, our neighborhoods, our workplace, our cities, the 
world.  Look around. Listen to God’s Son; hear God’s voice. Where does 
our world need transforming?  Now go transform it!  Amen. 
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