
Sermon for the Solemnity of the Transfiguration 
Sunday, August 4, 2019 

“Transfiguration for Transformation” 

Text: Luke 9:28-36 

I speak to you in the name of the one true God:  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

Today as we celebrate the Solemnity of the Transfiguration of Our Lord I want 
to ask the question: How will the story of Christ’s Transfiguration help us transform 
our lives today? Transfiguration is a complete change of form or appearance into a more 
beautiful or spiritual state. At the Transfiguration, Jesus experienced a complete change 
of appearance into a more beautiful, divine state; what Peter, James, and John saw was 
a complete vision of Jesus in his resurrected fullness. That vision of Christ’s 
transfiguration declared to those three disciples Jesus’s identity and showed them the 
glory of God, but it also prepared them to go back to the people and continue to help 
Jesus in his ministry until his departure. Ministry that is meant to be done together. 

Just before the Transfiguration event, Jesus had fed the five thousand with five 
loaves and two fish. Immediately after, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that 
I am?” They had a variety of answers; they thought he was perhaps  Elijah or one of 
the other great prophets.  But Peter said, “You are the Messiah.” Peter recognized fully 
who Jesus was. Then eight days later, Jesus went with his disciples to a mountain, again 
to pray. Suddenly the appearance of Jesus’s face changed and his clothes became 
dazzling white, and they saw Moses and Elijah talking to Jesus. When God reveals 
himself in glory, things become bright. When Moses met God on Mt. Sinai, his face 
shone so brightly that he had to wear a veil. God was revealing his future glory in Jesus 
Christ whose Resurrection would mark the greatest glorification of God, that is the 
redemption and salvation of all humanity. In the text, Jesus, Moses, and Elijah were 
discussing his departure; they were discussing his eventual Resurrection and Ascension. 
When we see this event pictured, we see Jesus with pierced hands and feet. Before you 
leave, I encourage you to look at our Transfiguration Window in the back of the church, 
and you will see this story beautifully depicted. 

The other thing to note is who appeared with Jesus. Moses, the bringer of the 
Law and Elijah, the great prophet. What do all three have in common? Scripture tells 
us that they were all taken up into heaven. In the Transfiguration, God is revealing Jesus 
as the fulfillment of the Law and the Prophets. And, all of this happened in community, 
because community is at the heart of the Transfiguration. Peter, James, and John were 
there to witness the Transfiguration, and they beheld Jesus in his resurrected glory 
flanked by Moses and Elijah. One senses a hint of the Trinity in this vision—God in 
three persons, the divine community in union and communion with itself. One of the 
lessons of the Transfiguration story is that the glory of God is fully revealed when lived 
together, in community. Nobody, not even Jesus, could shine alone! The work of that 
Trinity shows that only when we are together that God’s radiance can light each other’s 
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lives. Community was important in Jesus’ time, community was important in Luke’s 
time when he wrote the gospel for a new Christian community trying to understand 
itself, and community is important for us in our own time. We are the hands and feet 
of God. When we put our gifts and talents together, we can do many things; we can do 
God’s work. This afternoon at 12:30, after the 11 AM Mass, we will be gathering for 
another Town Hall Meeting. This meeting is very important for our life together as a 
community, because we need to discuss how we are going to walk together to bring our 
best to help reveal God’s glory to the world. For us, a Christian worshipping community, 
that means that we must have the most fervent worship, the finest music, and the 
friendliest people. We can’t afford to have anything less, because the world out there is 
starving for some good news. These days all we seem to be hearing about is what our 
government is or isn’t doing. We hear about violence everywhere; in the last two days 
there have been two mass shootings—one in El Paso, TX and another in Dayton, OH. 
And we may not even need to go outside our own personal experience. We have things 
weighing on our hearts and minds in our own personal lives. There is a need for 
transformation through the transfigured Jesus that we must provide here in this place 
so that whoever walks into this space will know that they can leave the world behind 
and catch a glimpse of the glory of God. We cannot do that unless we are offering the 
most fervent worship, the finest music, and the friendliest people. All Saints Church is 
to be a household word on the streets of Woodhaven as THE church in the 
neighborhood where you will find the most fervent worship, the finest music, and the 
friendliest people who make you feel like family. 

Immediately after the Transfiguration Jesus healed a young a boy with 
convulsions among a crowd of people—God doing God’s work in the midst of 
community. Now Jesus’s disciples didn’t get that at first; they didn’t quite grasp the 
magnitude and significance of the Transfiguration, so Jesus had to step in and help them 
out. We are here to be the doers of God’s work in the world. We cannot do it on our 
own, we need to rely on God’s grace, mercy, and power to give us the desire, strength, 
and endurance to make a difference. And we are! People are taking note of our presence. 
Every day people stop by our church to do everything from admiring our garden to 
playing on the lawn to playing Pokemon on our sidewalk to asking to be let in for prayer 
and to light a candle, to asking for a blessing or advice from the priest to simply coming 
in to admire our beautiful space—to catch a glimpse of the glory of God. 

The Transfiguration is about transformation; it is about humanity having a 
glimpse of the divine in Jesus Christ. It is about the glory of God, himself a community 
in the Trinity, being revealed to God’s community—that means us—and instructing us 
to reveal his glory to others. Jesus went from the summit of Mt. Tabor to its foothills 
in order to show God’s glory in healing the convulsing boy. We are to listen to him and 
from our own transformation in coming to know the transfigured and resurrected Lord, 
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to reveal the glory of God and show the world that humans can do better than shooting 
people in shopping malls and sending nasty tweets. We can show how humans can 
indeed be loving, respectful, sincere, and examples of God’s image. That’s why we’re 
here, All Saints! That’s why you’re here. Through what we do here in this place, striving 
for nothing less than the best, being the best we can be, doing the best we can do, we 
can show the transfigured Christ and reveal the glory of God. And we’re here for each 
other. We are a family; we stick together and we help each other see God’s glory 
revealed in our own lives. Christ in his transfigured glory is our focus. Transforming 
lives—our own or somebody else’s—is our goal. Amen. 
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