
Sermon for Proper 5C 
Sunday, June 5, 2016 

“Something for nothing” 

Text: Luke 7:11-17; 1 Kings 17:17-24 

I speak to you in the name of the one true God:  Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit.  Amen. 

In our world of capitalism that is so driven by competition, trying 
to one-up the other, greed, and so on, where the phrase, “You get what 
you pay for,” is the expectation, it’s sometimes hard to imagine getting 
something really great for free.  But the Gospel story today reminds us 
that God’s grace, love, and mercy are so bountiful, that with God, we do 
get something for nothing. 

Today’s story occurs right after Jesus healed the servant of the cen-
turion, as we are told right at the very beginning.  You may remember 
that story in which a centurion, the leader of a company of about a hun-
dred men of the Roman army, sought Jesus out, because he had heard 
about him, and asked that his servant, who was ill, be healed.  But while 
Jesus was on his way to the centurion’s house, the centurion, in a moment 
of profound humility and faith, sent word Jesus saying, “I am not worthy 
to have you come under my roof; therefore I did not presume to come to 
you. But only speak the word, and let my servant be healed.”  Jesus was 
so moved by the faith of this Roman that exceeded the faith of his own 
people that he healed the servant from afar. 

Now, we find Jesus in the town of Nain, a town in the region of 
Galilee, about 25 miles from Capernaum, where he had healed the serv-
ant.  He and his entourage of disciples and a large crowd run into the 
funeral procession of a man who has died.  Luke tells us that he was the 
only son of a widow.  You see that is an important part of this story, be-
cause in those days, women, particularly Jewish women, were dependent 
on their husbands to survive and when the husband was no longer there, 
they depended on their sons to care for them; having lost both, she would 
be destined to live the rest of her life in poverty, on the streets begging 
for the most basic necessities to survive.  But Jesus recognizes this situ-
ation, simply touches the bier as it passes, and brings the dead man back 
to life, to the amazement of all that witnessed it.  It is a moment of pro-
found love and free grace, one that is further legitimized by hearkening 
back to the great prophet Elijah who healed the son of a woman from 
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Zarephath, who felt unworthy because her sorrow was the result of her 
sin. 

It’s hard to imagine that we could be given something for nothing, 
but that’s exactly what Jesus did in today’s gospel.  He brought a man 
back to life, restoring his health and saving a woman he did not even 
know, who did not even ask for his help, but he saved her from an inevi-
table and dismal fate anyhow.  It’s hard to imagine that we could be given 
something for nothing, but this story reminds us that God does the exact 
same thing for us; he is constantly blessing us in ways that we don’t de-
serve or at times when we don’t even ask him to.  Just the fact that we’re 
all here right now, alive, and hopefully well is evidence of that.  I trust 
that all of us thanked God when we got up this morning for blessing us 
to see a brand new day.  God is constantly blessing us in ways beyond 
what we can ask or even imagine. 

But this story teaches us something else, too.  It reminds us even in 
the midst of our pain, God just shows up.  The scene that Jesus stumbled 
upon at the gate would have been one of incredible grief; the pain of the 
death of that woman’s son would have been very raw and very real, be-
cause burials happened within a day or so of death.  Jesus appeared on 
the scene at the lowest point of that woman’s reality.  All of us here have 
faced the death of someone we loved; some of you may have even had to 
face the loss of your child.  There was no great prophet and there was no 
Jesus to bring back the person back to life.  But the good news in today’s 
gospel story is that God just shows up, seemingly out of nowhere, and 
gets us through it.  He takes us by the hand, he surrounds us with his 
love, and he gets us through the roughest, lowest times in our lives.  He 
leads us to that cloud with the silver lining.  We just have to trust him, 
even when the outcome isn’t what we had hoped. 

Wherever you are in our journey of life today, whatever’s going on 
in your life at the present time, remember that God is giving out free 
blessings.  He blesses us even when we don’t ask; he blesses us even 
though we don’t deserve it; he blesses us when we ought to be struck 
down by lightning for being so incredibly human; and, he blesses us in 
the midst of all the rocky terrain that we encounter in our lives.  The 
world may not give us something for nothing, but God does.  God’s love 
and God’s grace give us infinitely more than we can ask or imagine.  All 
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we have to do is believe that God can, thank God that he does, and give 
him the praise he deserves for simply being God.  Amen. 
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