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I speak to you in the name of the one true God:  Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit.  Amen. 

Good morning, St. Alban’s. It is truly a blessing and an honor to be 
here with you today.  It is truly a blessing and an honor to stand before 
you and share you a few of my thoughts with you.  I am honored that you 
have chosen me as your guest leader for New Consecration Sunday today. 
I want to thank Fr. Keith and I want to thank you all for inviting me to 
walk with you on a bit of this journey of your commitment to this place.  
I bring you greetings from All Saints Church in Woodhaven. 

Now, let me start by acknowledging that there are not one, but two 
elephants in the room today.  No doubt that we have all been affected in 
a profound way by the events that have faced our nation in the past week.  
Some of you may be deeply troubled by the outcome of Tuesday’s election; 
some of you may be pleased or optimistic; whichever side you fall on, I 
think it is safe to say that events over the past few days have left us all 
in a state of bewilderment. Today, the lectionary gives us two choices of 
readings from the Hebrew Scriptures or Old Testament: the one from 
Isaiah and one from Malachi.  Ironically, perhaps even providentially, 
today’s lesson from Malachi harpoons the elephant, if you will, and gets 
right to the heart of the matter.  It reads: 

“See, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant 
and all evildoers will be stubble; the day that comes shall burn them 
up, says the Lord of hosts, so that it will leave tthem neither root 
nor branch.” (And here’s the ray of hope!)  “But for you who revere 
my name, the sun of righteousness shall rise, with healing in its 
wings.” 

There is much healing which lies before us regarding this elephant, 
but as your pastor, Fr. Keith has some important things to say about 
it, and so I shall defer the confrontation of this elephant to him.  

Instead, I would like to address the other elephant in the room, the 
one that I have been called on to address with you—that is the elephant 



2 

of commitment and stewardship, the elephant that is the mascot of New 
Consecration Sunday.  But I have to warn you; I grew up a Baptist, and 
in the Baptist Church, when it comes to stewardship and what we owe to 
God, it is quite clear and it is solidly Biblical. 

It is interesting that Malachi is the prophet we hear from today.  
We believe that the prophet wrote somewhere in the 4th Century BC.  
Malachi came along at a time when the people of Israel were struggling 
to believe that God loved them. The people focused on their unfortunate 
circumstances and refused to account for their own sinful deeds. So God 
pointed the finger back at them, and through Malachi, God told the 
people where they had fallen short of their covenant with Him, and if 
they hoped to see changes, they needed to take responsibility for their 
own actions and serve God faithfully according to the promise their 
fathers had made to God on Mount Sinai many years before. 

I’d like to call your attention to four verses from the prophet 
Malachi that he proclaimed to the people of Israel just before the lesson 
that is in our lectionary for today.  That is Malachi 3:8-12.  It says this: 

“Will anyone rob God? Yet you are robbing me! But you say, ‘How 
are we robbing you?’ In your tithes and offerings! You are cursed 
with a curse, for you are robbing me—the whole nation of you! Bring 
the full tithe into the storehouse, so that there may be food in my 
house, and thus put me to the test, says the Lord of hosts; see if I 
will not open the windows of heaven for you and pour down for you 
an overflowing blessing. I will rebuke the locust for you, so that it 
will not destroy the produce of your soil; and your vine in the field 
shall not be barren, says the Lord of hosts. Then all nations will 
count you happy, for you will be a land of delight, says the Lord of 
hosts.” 

Let me tell you, in the church that I grew up in, a Baptist church, we 
recited those verses, not just one or two Sundays in November, but every 
Sunday, all year long.  That’s how important stewardship was.   

So, what is stewardship?  I looked it up on the internet, and the first 
definition I came up with was that stewardship is “an ethic that embodies 
the responsible planning and management of resources.”  The 
opportunity for stewardship appears in so many different aspects of our 
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lives. Let me give you a brief outline of what good stewardship looks like.  
The first thing to remember is that stewardship is not always about 
money.  Most often the word is used in that context, but stewardship is 
so much more than just money. 

First and foremost is stewardship to God.  Our relationship to God 
should be first and foremost in our mind.  God is at the heart of our very 
creation, and he blesses us constantly, even when we don’t think that he 
is.  God blesses us with his goodness, his mercy, his forgiveness.  No 
matter what we’ve done or where we’ve been or where we think we’re 
going, God is always pursuing us to stay in relationship with him.  We 
mustn’t neglect our prayer life; we must always find time to talk to God, 
but we also need to stay in relationship so that we can also let his light 
shine in us. 

Then there is stewardship to neighbor.  Yes, we are our brother or 
sister’s keeper, and the gospel lesson today ends with the charge from 
Jesus Christ to “do to others as you would have them do to you.”  It also 
charges us to love our enemies and to do good to those who hate us.  We 
are obligated to love, whether we like our neighbor or not, we are to love 
each other, pray for each other, and care for each other when necessary. 

Stewardship to self.  God’s gift of creation to each and every one of 
us obligates us to take care of ourselves.  If we don’t then how can we 
possibly help anyone else?  It doesn’t mean that we’re being selfish, but 
rather taking care of that which God has entrusted us.  That means 
keeping up with your physical, mental, and spiritual health. 

Then there is stewardship to family.  This enhances stewardship to 
self.  Family is your support.  Strengthen the relationships you have 
within your home and your family.  If they are strained or need some 
extra attention, do be afraid to ask someone for help.  If you think you 
don’t have family, you do!  The church is your family, too.  You don’t have 
to go it alone, nor should you. 

Of course, there is stewardship to the church.  It is through diligent 
stewardship that the church continues.  What you do today affects what 
you can do tomorrow, and faithful stewardship to the church means that 
the important witness that you do in the world, the vital ministry that 
St. Albans provides to yourself and to others, can continue now and in 
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the future.  You’re securing a legacy; you’re making certain that St. 
Albans will be able to serve God’s people for generations to come.  So be 
generous. 

Be good stewards to your community—the community in which you 
live, the community of St. Albans, perhaps also another community with 
which you have some deep connection.  There are many needs that exist 
in any community, we simply need to inquire, ask the people of those 
communities what they need. 

Then we must be good stewards of our country.  This past week has 
left us with many questions, many strong feelings, but this is not a time 
for finger-pointing or blaming or name-calling, or shaming.  It is a time 
for reflection, healing, forgiveness, and moving forward. 

And there is good stewardship of the world and the environment.  
Be mindful of its resources. Conserve where you can, recycle whenever 
possible, contribute to charities that support the environment and the 
well being of others around the world. 

Malachi spoke about the tithe; we know that to mean that one-tenth 
of what we receive from God should be given back to him.  “All things 
come of thee, O Lord, and of thine own have we given thee.”  One-tenth 
(10%) for God, and nine-tenths (90%) to keep for ourselves.  But then, 
there are the realities of living in the real world—the realities of 
mortgages and rent, health care costs and school tuition, putting food on 
the table and putting clothes on our backs and that of our children, car 
payments…and taxes.  There are many things that eat away at our 
resources, but Malachi reminds us that stewardship is about 
faithfulness—our faithfulness to God that we trust him and God’s 
faithfulness to us that he will provide all that we need.  We must always 
strive to do all that we can for God.  We must work toward the goal, but 
if we aren’t there yet, that’s ok.  At the core of New Consecration Sunday 
is the idea that we take incremental steps toward the goal of tithing.  One 
step at a time—crawling before we walk, walking before we run. 

You all should have filled out a card.  I hope that as your leaders 
and your priest have called on you to follow the guidelines, that you have 
done that in faith.  Have you challenged yourself to grow one step?  Are 
you prepared to grow one more step each year?  In a few minutes, at the 
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offertory, you will be asked to place your card in the offering plate.  The 
plate will remain available after mass.  Do this in faith.  Trust God to 
provide what you need.  As you continue to pray for God to reveal to you 
how you can use the gifts and resources he has given you, repeat those 
powerful words from 1 Chronicles 29:14, “All things come of thee, O Lord, 
and of thine own have we given thee.”  Put God to the test, and watch 
him open the windows of heaven and pour out for you an overflowing 
blessing.  And all will see you and call you blessed.  Amen. 
Resources 

https://www.insight.org/resources/bible/the-minor-prophets/malachi 

https://www.google.com/search?q=stewardship&ie=utf-8&oe=utf-8 


