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In this week's Gospel, Jesus makes a prediction that was shocking to anyone 
who heard him: that the Temple would be destroyed. Naturally, the 
disciples wanted to know when. Wouldn't you? But, Jesus begins his 
response with a reminder of the uncertainty of life, that there will be things 
and people who will try to knock a believer off course. "Beware!" Predictions 
of the end times--apocalyptic language, as it were--would scare anyone; it 
scared the disciples when Jesus said it, and it scares us today when we hear 
it. When we get stressed out about what's going on and what's going to 
happen to us (whether it's personal, or involves our loved ones, the church, 
the nation, or the world), our angst can cause us to focus our attention on 
things that amaze us but are not permanent, much like the disciples 
marveled at the grandeur of the Temple. Jesus began redirecting their 
minds--and ours--away from superficial things that pass away toward the 
eternal things that will endure. 
 
Now, some two thousand years later, we still hear predictions of the end 
times and people who warn us of the signs and portents of things to come 
that "are just around the corner." We live in the midst of the birthpangs that 
don't seem to be going away any time soon. We also live in the midst of false 
messiahs: consumerism, greed, power, and prestige, just to name a few. But 
this is not what's important; faithful witness to the God who created all that 
is is what's important. To do that best, we have to get to know God; and to 
do that best means we have to work on our relationship with him. 
 
On Sunday, I asked folks a simple question: "Why did you get up on a 
Sunday morning, when you could have been doing something else, and why 
did you come here [to All Saints]?" What I heard was that people were 
seeking God; they were seeking Christ; they were seeking a place where they 
felt they belonged and were loved. Christian life is a relational life. One of 
the biggest problems with churches is that the people in them make things 
about themselves: what "I" want, what "I" like, what "I" like about the way 
we do it and it has always been. We have forgotten that we are there to 
deepen a relationship with God through Jesus Christ. God wants us to 
become the best version of ourselves. He wants us to experience a 
conversion--a turning back--to him so that we can be in relationship and 
nurture our relationship with him, each other, and ourselves. We can't do it 
alone; we need God's help and the help of our community. When we nurture 
that relationship then we can become better witnesses for God through Jesus 
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Christ and do as he charged us to do and be "witnesses to me both in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of 
the earth." 
 
Over the next several weeks to months, we are going to be having more 
conversations in an attempt to be in better relationship with each other. Our 
stewardship drive is going to be more relational, so don't be surprised when 
I approach you for a conversation. We are working on opportunities to bring 
small groups of people together to deepen our relationship with one another 
as a community of the faithful. We will also be seeking ways to connect us 
better with the community around us. God willing, from that we will be 
equipped to go into the world, be witnesses, and make disciples. (Which is 
what we're supposed to be doing.) 
 


