
Sermon for Proper 28A 
Sunday, November 19, 2017 

“Share and Watch God Multiply” 

Text: Matthew 25:14-30  

I speak to you in the name of the one true God:  Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit.  Amen. 

Normally when I preach on the Parable of the Talents, I talk about 
talent—innate gifts given to each of us from God that he expects us to 
share to transform our lives and the lives of those around us and 
ultimately the world.  But today, I’m going to focus on the talents that 
Jesus was talking about. A tálanton, which is the Greek word from which 
we get the word talent, was a measure of weight against which other 
currencies in the ancient world were compared. It converted into different 
amounts in different places, but a silver talent was worth about 6,000 
denarii and a gold talent was worth about 180,000 denarii. In dollars, 
that could range anywhere from $200 to $1,000 dollars. That was a lot of 
money—far more than what the average person would have earned in a 
whole year! 

The parable seems to depict a harsh lord who rewards the two 
servants who multiplied his money and punished the one who did not 
make more money for him by giving the servant’s money to the richest 
one and then banishing him into the outer darkness where there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth. That doesn’t seem like the loving, 
merciful God that we expect. It seems like once again, the rich get richer 
and the poor get poorer, and Jesus seems to say that’s ok. But this parable 
is meant to looked on a deeper level. God is a father with children to 
whom he can entrust his possessions and his plans.  It is not enough for 
us simply to hold on to what God has given us, to store it up where it is 
safe. We can’t call ourselves Christians and then sit idle only in the things 
that make us feel comfortable. God expects us to take risks. God expects 
us to take his possessions and his plans and break open new possibilities 
and make them bigger and better. In the story from the Gospel according 
to Matthew, even God himself is about to do the same when Jesus will 
give his entire life on the Cross for humanity, only to multiply God’s glory 
in the Resurrected Christ and secure our salvation. 

To the Christian community for whom this gospel was written, a 
community eagerly awaiting the return of the Messiah,  this parable was 
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an allegorical foreshadowing of the end times.  The man going on a 
journey represented Jesus.  His going on a journey represented Jesus’ 
ascension.  The slaves represented Christians who were awaiting the 
Second Coming. The talents represented the blessings (financial, social, 
intellectual, athletic, etc.) that God bestowed upon them.  The man’s 
return represented Jesus’ Second Coming.  And, the master’s assessment 
of the faithfulness of the slaves represented Jesus’ judgment of humanity 
on Judgment Day.  Those who used their blessings given by God to 
transform the world would be rewarded in the end; those who did nothing 
with their blessings would have their blessings taken away and be cast 
into the outer darkness. We are to be good stewards of God’s blessings. 

Today is the final day of our stewardship campaign for this year. 
You have been asked to give a portion of the gifts that God has given you 
back to him so that his work in the world may continue. We are not 
supposed to hold onto the time, talent, or treasure that he has given us; 
but rather, we are to take risks with them, offer them to his glory, and 
allow God to do bigger and better things with it. We have asked you to 
stretch yourself and give a portion of your time, talent, and treasure to 
God so that his work can be accomplished. That means taking part in 
what happens here within our walls so that we can all go out and serve 
God’s people in love and faithfulness, to feed those who are poor 
spiritually, physically, financially, or otherwise. 

Malachi 3:10-12 says, “Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, so 
that there may be food in my house, and thus put me to the test, says the 
Lord of hosts; see if I will not open the windows of heaven for you and 
pour down for you an overflowing blessing. I will rebuke the locust for 
you, so that it will not destroy the produce of your soil; and your vine in 
the field shall not be barren, says the Lord of hosts. Then all nations will 
count you happy, for you will be a land of delight, says the Lord of hosts.”  
As you turn in your forms today, when you place them in the collection 
plate at the Offertory, pray to God to give you the faithfulness to take a 
risk and bring the tithes into the storehouse, and then watch God 
multiply the talents and do bigger and better things. Give generously of 
the little that you have, and the Lord will reward you with abundance.  
Amen. 
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Resources 

“Talanton” in http://biblehub.com/greek/5007.htm. 

Excerpts from the sermon given by Pope Francis at the mass for World Day (EWTN, 
Sunday Nov. 19). 


