
Sermon for Proper 27B 
Sunday, November 11, 2018 

“We’re in a Committed Relationship” 

Text: Mark 12:38-44 

I speak to you in the name of the one true God:  Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit.  Amen. 

The Gospel lesson for today combines two stories: the story of Jesus 
denouncing the scribes and the story of the Widow’s Mite, or the Widow’s 
Offering as the NRSV titles it. These two stories are connected; they are 
mirror images of one another. In the story of Jesus’s encounter with the 
scribes, he says, “Beware!” Beware of those scribes who walk around in 
long robes, have the best seats in the synagogues and at banquets, parade 
their piety in public, yet devour widow’s houses. There was a hypocrisy 
well known in the temple that Jesus was trying to teach against. The 
scribes had for a very long time in Israel’s history been the most learned 
people. They were literate, well versed in the Torah, but they were also 
responsible for interpreting the scriptures as they related to civic matters. 
They were, if you will, the lawyers for the Jews, and as Jewish law was 
intimately interconnected with the law of Moses and the covenant with 
God, civil and religious matters were essentially one and the same. The 
scribes were held in high esteem as a result, and so were given much 
honor and respect. But some scribes were indeed corrupt. They abused 
their position to extort money and possessions from the most vulnerable 
in behalf of the temple. Although the details of their extortion are not 
clear, the religious establishment was notorious at that time for targeting 
widows. Now, the scriptures were quite clear in Deuteronomy about 
taking care of widows and orphans, so Jesus was taking note of how those 
pious interpreters of scriptures, who knew the law requiring care for the 
care of widows, were abusing their power in extracting what little widows 
had for the “benefit” of the religious institution. 

Then Mark, the Gospel writer, holds up the mirror image of Jesus’s 
encounter with the scribes by introducing, of all people, a widow. Jesus 
is sitting across from the treasury of the temple and while watching 
people put in their monetary offerings in the temple. The text says, 
“Many rich people put in large sums.” Can you imagine what this scene 
might have been like? Probably a large open space with lots of ambient 
noise of people moving about, and the sound of coins being poured from 
bags into a basin or some other container. Then along comes that poor 
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widow. We don’t know where she came from, we don’t know if she had 
any family, we don’t even know her name. But along comes this poor 
widow who puts in two coins. The sound must have been startling; the 
sound would have made someone take note when all of a sudden the 
whoosh of coins being poured into a basin is interrupted by the clink, 
clink of a poor widow’s two coins. Two small copper coins worth a penny. 
I did a little surfing on the internet. You know the internet is great. All 
you have to do is type in your question and all kinds of hits pop up. 
Anyhow, I did a little surfing on the internet as to what the widow’s two 
copper coins might be worth in today’s terms. That has been a question 
over many translations of the Bible. Some translations say it’s a farthing, 
some a cent, some—like the NRSV—say a penny, some say “a few cents,” 
some say “a small amount.” The Greek says it was a kodrantes, which 
refers to the Roman coin known as the quadrans, a quarter of an as. The 
coins were the smallest denomination in circulation in Judea, about 1/16 
of a denarius. As best as I could find, the widow’s contribution was about 
50¢ in today’s terms. Not a whole lot, but it was, as the text says, all that 
she had to live on. She was willing to give all that she had because she 
put her full trust in God. 

The story of The Widow’s Mite is an appropriate text to segue into 
a conversation about stewardship. In the two stories that make up our 
Gospel lesson, Jesus is not concerned with whether or not one contributed 
to the treasury, nor was he concerned about how much. These stories are 
really about making a commitment, and for that reason, these stories 
relate to our appeals for your support of this parish because they are 
really appeals for us to show our commitment to God through Jesus 
Christ as it is manifested through the work of All Saints Church. The two 
stories in Mark’s Gospel are part of a much larger whole. The 12th chapter 
starts out with Jesus telling the Pharisees the necessity of giving to the 
emperor that which belongs to the emperor; it’s ok and appropriate to pay 
taxes to the emperor. (If Jesus had replied otherwise, it would probably 
have meant the end for him!) Jesus also talks about the essential 
importance of loving God and one’s neighbor and the dead being raised 
to new life in the end. These may seem like a random collection of themes, 
but they all boil down to matters of commitment: our commitment to God 
and God’s commitment to us. 
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The rich folks gave large sums of money to the temple treasury, but 
the widow gave all that she had to live on. She wasn’t just making a 
contribution out of her abundance, she was giving her total self. See, this 
story is not simply praising her giving everything, nor is it suggesting 
that we deplete our bank accounts and give everything to the church; this 
story is a lesson to us that it’s total commitment that is expected of us. 
God wants our hearts to be all in for him. Remember the story I told you 
a few weeks ago about the chicken and the pig? God doesn’t want a mere 
contribution, God wants a total commitment—not of money, but of our 
hearts, minds, and souls. Indeed, our very being. The money is a sign of 
our commitment. If we are committed to God and the work of his church, 
then we will give what it takes from our abundance to see that the church 
can do its work. 

It’s funny that this is pointed out in the story of the Widow’s Mite 
right after Jesus slams the scribes for being corrupt. Is Jesus trying to 
advocate supporting corrupt institutions? Not exactly. Jesus was a good 
Jew. The Temple was not just any building, it was not just any place, it 
was the center of the faith of the Hebrew people and in the midst of the 
Temple was the Holy of Holies, the dwelling place of the Ark of the 
Covenant containing the tablets of the commandments given to Moses by 
God himself. The temple wasn’t corrupt, it was corrupted by the men that 
ran it. Jesus wasn’t denouncing scribes; he was denouncing the scribes 
who flaunted their office and abused their power. The temple needed 
scribes, but it needed scribes who were committed to the work of the 
temple, not to their own personal gains and agenda, or to sabotaging the 
work of the temple because they simply didn’t like what was going on. 
The temple needed scribes who were focused on the temple’s mission of 
sharing God’s love in the world. Has the church done the same thing? 
Unfortunately, yes. The church is an institution run by imperfect people. 
Throughout history, the church has been like the scribes in today’s gospel, 
so focused on itself as an institution that it neglected to be a haven for 
imperfect people in an imperfect world. The church has too often flaunted 
its holiness, yet has been guilty of discrimination, racism, homophobia, 
marginalization, pedophilia, rejection of science, neglect of the people 
who are in need, because it is too busy being holy. William Temple was 
Archbishop of Canterbury for a brief time during the 1940s. One of the 
things he preached was that worship is important, but we cannot be so 
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preoccupied with worship that we fail to spend time in the world. In other 
words, we should not spend all of our time in worship, but that we should 
spend time outside worship so we can see and be a part of the world, so 
that we can see where the world needs God’s love. If the church can’t 
engage the world as it is, then it cannot help people see that God loves 
them no matter who they are, where they come from, or how much—or 
how little—they have. We are to be totally committed to God and that 
means recognizing the needs of the world to bring a bit of God’s love to a 
broken world. That can only happen by deepening relationships and 
getting to know one another better. 

You will be hearing more and more about how we will go about 
getting to know each other better as a community of committed believers. 
We’re going to talk to each other more. As our conversation around 
stewardship unfolds over the coming weeks, you will notice some 
differences compared to the way we have approached stewardship in the 
past. This year’s effort will be more relational and will involve one-on-one 
contact. We want to what you’re thinking and how you can show your 
commitment to this place. We try very hard to bring the love of God to a 
world crying out for love and connection, but there is so much more that 
we could do. We need your support to continue to do worship, fellowship, 
and outreach in this place and be witnesses of the good news of Jesus 
Christ to each other and folks we haven’t met yet. Now that our parish 
hall is near completion, we’re going to need more robust support from you 
so that we can support the increase in staffing, the increased use of space, 
the increased use of natural resources like electricity, and the increased 
care for the physical needs of this place. And our efforts won’t be limited 
to the present; we also need to have a conversation about planning for 
our future and the legacy we will leave to the next generation of members 
of All Saints. These conversations will not be limited to a few weeks in 
November, either. This is to be an ongoing effort all through the year, 
and we’re going to talk about being in a committed relationship, so don’t 
be surprised when you get a call from me or from a member of the 
Stewardship Committee. 

The kind of commitment I’m talking about comes from the heart. It 
comes from deep within and is possible only with God’s help. I know 
you’re committed because you’re here. The widow wasn’t simply putting 
in all that she had, she was doing what she believe she needed to do. Like 



5 

the widow, we need to put our full trust in God that he will inspire us in 
our hearts and help us discern our commitment to him and to the 
wonderful work of this worship community. We need also to trust that he 
will continue to provide us with the abundance to do so. When the widow 
put those two coins in the basin, she let go of her anxiety about how she 
was going to get her next meal, and although the scriptures don’t tell us 
what ever happened to her, she undoubtedly survived. Recognize the 
commitment that God is asking you to give and trust that you will survive 
as a result of God’s generosity. Think of the widow and be totally 
committed.  Amen. 
 

Resources 

Feasting on the Word for Proper 27 (Year B, Volume 4). 

http://www.coinlink.com/News/ancients/the-widows-mite-coin/#more-7655 

http://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary_id=2662 


