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“A Blind Man’s Faith” 

Text: Mark 10:46-52 

I speak to you in the name of the one true God:  Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit.  Amen. 

“Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” That was the cry of 
Bartimaeus, son of Timaeus, a man, though physically blind, saw that 
Jesus was the Messiah that Israel had been waiting for. He showed 
incredible faith and stated what the disciples knew, but were often 
blinded by their fears and aspirations. Three times prior, Jesus told his 
disciples that their Messiah must go to Jerusalem, be handed over to 
authorities, suffer, and die before his messianic glory would be realized. 
Three times the disciples rejected Jesus’ prophetic words in disbelief and 
finally argued among themselves as to who was the greatest. But 
Bartimaeus “saw” the Messiah, recognized his power, and because of his 
faith, was healed of his blindness and then followed Jesus. Where? To 
Jerusalem. They were on their way to Jerusalem. The next story after 
this one is the triumphal entry when all will cry out, “Hosanna! Blessed 
is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! Blessed is the coming 
kingdom of our ancestor David! Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 

What makes this story so powerful is Bartimaeus’ faith, his 
persistence, and the power of Jesus’ word. Bartimaeus simply heard that 
Jesus was in town. We’re told that he was a beggar, but he didn’t go 
looking for a handout, he begged Jesus for mercy. Just imagine what his 
life must have been like: homeless, penniless, rejected by all, loved by no 
one. All he wanted was a little compassion; all he wanted was a little 
mercy. But “many sternly ordered him to be quiet.” He wasn’t good 
enough to talk to the great teacher. He wasn’t worthy to ask even for 
mercy. But, he persisted. “Son of David, have mercy on me!” He knew 
that Jesus was the one spoken of by the ancient prophets (Isaiah 11:1; 
Jeremiah 23:5-6). He knew that at the very least, Jesus could offer him 
mercy. Jesus, recognizing his faith, called him and offered him something 
beyond his wildest expectations. “What do you want me to do for you?” 
Whether Bartimaeus knew about Jesus and his miracles we do not know, 
and we don’t know how or when he lost his sight, but he took a chance 
and made a simple request: “Let me see again.” And simply by his word, 
Jesus healed Bartimaeus. The last time Jesus cured someone’s blindness, 
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he spat on the ground and touched a man; actually, he had to touch him 
twice, because the first attempt didn’t completely restore his sight. But 
this time, Jesus simply spoke, and by Bartimaeus’ simple, but complete 
faith, his sight was restored completely. Immediately. From that point 
on, he followed Jesus. 

Do you have that kind of faith? Do you have the faith simply to ask 
God for mercy? “Jesus, Son of God, have mercy on me, a sinner.” We call 
that the “Jesus Prayer.” Simple in its desire; profound in its effect. 
Despite all of our shortcomings, in the midst of all our brokenness, 
regardless of our blindness, God offers us his infinite mercy. We can call 
on the name of Jesus to heal us of our physical and spiritual brokenness 
and restore our sight upon God. 

Do you have the persistence that Bartimaeus had? The crowd told 
him to shut up, but he cried out all the more. Sometimes folks are going 
to tell you to keep quiet, “Don’t say anything,” but will you listen? The 
human kingdoms of the world are fed by power, prestige, superiority, and 
the maintenance of inequality. When we see injustice, inequity, poverty, 
hunger, inadequate education and health care, disrespect among people, 
a failure to love neighbor as self, do we speak out? That doesn’t mean you 
have to stand on some corner or in the public square carrying a picket 
sign in protest—although it’s fine if you feel called to do that. You can 
speak out when you see or hear it among members of your family. You 
can speak out when you hear comments at work or read them on 
Facebook and Instagram. You can speak out when you buy a meal for 
someone on the street who asks you for money. You can speak out when 
you exercise your right to vote. Be like Bartimaeus; don’t give up. Even 
when things don’t turn out the way you expect, be like Bartimaeus: don’t 
give up. We have been called by God to “go” into the world and proclaim 
the gospel. 

Finally, do you trust in God’s word and take it seriously? Jesus told 
Bartimaeus to go, because his faith made him well, but it was his 
disciples who finally encouraged him to get up and approach Jesus when 
he called him. We, too, are to go faithfully and follow Jesus, and we, too, 
are to tell the world to get up and follow Jesus. We are to be living 
examples of the Word, living examples of the teachings of Jesus the 
Christ. So does our journey in this life reflect that we love God first and 
foremost, and then our neighbor, and do we love ourselves? You shouldn’t 
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have to tell someone that you are a Christian or follower of Christ; simply 
by your behavior, your demeanor, and your very being, it should be 
evident. 

And in doing so, we must beware of charging forth to follow Jesus’ 
call with our own agenda, our own preconceived ideas of how it’s going to 
play out, or with our own expectations of the way it must be. To follow 
Jesus, we must above all, listen and see. We can be blinded by our own 
desires and that can cause us to follow Jesus blindly turning our words 
into his. But our prayer should include the words, “Thy will be done,” so 
that we leave open the space for God to do his work, to answer our prayers, 
and to surprise us beyond our wildest expectations. 

The story of Bartimaeus is a simple story of faith and courageous 
discipleship. Faith to know Jesus’ mighty power and the courage to follow 
him, even on his walk toward the cross, because there, we we will find 
the Messiah. His resurrection was the final declaration that he is the 
Word made flesh and that being one body with him, we will ultimately 
find salvation and eternal life. That’s really good news! Every day we 
should pray for the faith, the courage, and the strength to walk that walk, 
recognizing that we can’t do it alone, but that we need God’s help to do it. 
Every day we should, like Bartimaeus, beg for God’s mercy: 

Jesus, Son of God, have mercy on me, a sinner. Amen. 
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