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“Servants for the Kingdom” 

Text: Mark 10:35-45 

I speak to you in the name of the one true God:  Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit.  Amen. 

People love power. People love privilege. We love it when our 
privilege is validated. I’m not saying that we can’t be humble—maybe on 
the surface—but deep down, we love it when we think we can be just a 
little bit better than the next guy. The disciples showed their humanness 
in this gospel story and Jesus had to bring them back down to earth and 
point out that God’s kingdom looks very different from the way we think 
it should. If anyone felt they deserved special privilege, it was the 
disciples, and James and John were the ring leaders of that sentiment, 
because they were part of Jesus’s inner circle of friends and they had seen 
stuff. We have to go back a few chapters in Mark’s gospel to see where 
James and John were coming from. 

After a whole series of miracles and healings, which included the 
feeding of five thousand, then four thousand, and the raising of a dead 
girl, Jesus finally asked the disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” and 
Peter declared, “You are the Messiah.” Soon after, James and John, along 
with Peter, found themselves on Mt. Horeb and witnessed the 
Transfiguration of Jesus where God declared him to be the fulfillment of 
the Law and the Prophets. They must have felt very special—not to 
mention pretty frightened—at that moment. They must have been 
overjoyed to be in the presence of the long-awaited Messiah who would 
restore the ancient Kingdom of Israel, put a real king over them, kick the 
Romans out of their lives, and make everything right again. But then 
Jesus threw a wrench in their plans. Jesus started telling them about 
how he was to suffer and die before his glory would be realized. In fact, 
he told them three times, but they just couldn’t wrap their heads around 
it. The disciples just couldn’t accept that the savior of the Jews would 
endure such a horrific and ridiculous fate. But finally, James and John 
figured that if Jesus was to endure that, at least they deserved to enjoy 
a special place next to Jesus when he was eventually glorified; and, they 
had the nerve to ask for it. (That really disturbed the other disciples, 
because they wanted a piece of the pie, too!)  Jesus had to set them 
straight—give them a piece of humble pie—by turning glory on its head 
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and telling them that to be great and powerful, they had to become like 
servants. Glorification comes with a price, and that price might be their 
very lives. 

The hard truth about the Gospel is that God gives us what we ask 
for or need in ways that we don’t expect. This little passage from Mark 
turns our expectations upside-down. As Christians, we think we get it: 
the last shall be first, the least shall be the greatest, the poor and 
oppressed will receive wealth, justice, and power, while the rich will get 
their come-uppance. But like James and John and the other disciples, we 
completely miss the point when it comes to real life. Like I said before: 
we love power, we love privilege, we love to be comfortable, we love to 
believe that we’ve made it in the world. But for most of us, we watch the 
rich getting richer while the rest of us without wealth and power get 
pushed farther and farther down. We see people in power making 
decisions that serve themselves and not the whole of the community or 
humanity. It seems that they’re doing whatever it takes to hold on to 
power. But we should also look in the mirror. It’s easy to point fingers at 
somebody else, but when we find ourselves in a position of power and 
privilege in our work places, in our homes, in our church, we’re not very 
different than “those people” with political or economic power. We like 
being at the top. 

But, the gospel pushes us into a new way of thinking. The gospel 
throws a wrench in our expectations, because it says to have real power, 
to enjoy real greatness, we have to be servants of all. Just what does that 
mean? Well, it means that we have to stop thinking about just ourselves, 
saying what “I want” or “I need” and consider the needs of those around 
us. Not just the people we know, but also the people we don’t know. What 
are you doing to make your homes more loving and nurturing places? 
What are you doing to make the community a better place to live? What 
are you doing to make the church a more sacred place where all are 
welcome and everybody can have a deep, personal relationship with God, 
because this is a place where we meet God and receive a glimpse of the 
kingdom? 

This gospel also reminds us that God’s blessings don’t always look 
the way we expect them to. The disciples had a lot of difficulty 
understanding that the Messiah didn’t look, talk, or behave like the one 
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they expected. The people in our lives may not look, think, act, or believe 
the way we do or want; the things that occur in our lives may not happen 
the way we envisioned or planned, but God always has a plan. The 
challenge for us is to step back and rethink the situation, and say to 
ourselves, “Where is God in all of this? How is God transforming me into 
a better person by giving me the challenge in front of me?” We can still 
be masters of our own destinies when we allow the Master of all destinies 
to lead and show us the way. When you come to what you think is a 
barrier between two absolute choices, ask God to show you the third way, 
because God’s way empowers the faithful. 

God, who created all that is, became flesh in the Word made flesh. 
Jesus came not to be served, but to serve. If we are to be faithful disciples, 
devoted followers of the one who came to show us how to live in the image 
of God, then we must live in such a way that we serve others, empower 
others, love others, and respect others. If you do it to someone else, at 
some point, someone else has got to do it to you, so you’re getting 
something out of this too! Through it all, never forget that God is in the 
midst of it all to love us, to support us, to enliven us, to guide us, and to 
lead us into his glorious kingdom. Amen. 


