Sermon for Proper 19C
Sunday, September 11, 2022

“We are of Priceless Value”

Texts: Luke 15:1-10; 1 Timothy 1:12-17; Exodus 32: 7-14; Psalm 51:11
I speak to you in the name of the one true God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.

Today’s gospel lesson features two parables—the Parable of the Lost Sheep and
the Parable of the Lost Coin. They are both very similar: the person in each parable
loses something of great value and drops everything to find it. The shepherd values the
sheep and doesn’t want a single one of them left behind, so he goes and finds the one
that is lost. The woman values her coins greatly and tears her house apart until she finds
it. Have you ever lost something of great value—money, jewelry, reading glasses? You,
too, would tear up your whole house looking for it, wouldn’t you? Most of you have
sons or daughters, and some of you here have young children. Just imagine what you
would do if one of them was lost. Whatever you had planned to do, wherever you were
supposed to go, you would change all your plans and drop everything to go look for
your child.

It may seem that the two parables in today’s Gospel lesson are about losing
something of value, but these stories are really about paying attention to those things
that need attention, and not just that, but these parables are about how God pays
attention to us. Jesus told these parables to the scribes and Pharisees who had been
criticizing him—as they often did—because they were bothered that he ate with tax
collectors and sinners who listened to him, and they didn’t like that Jesus interacted
with Samaritans, either. Jesus was associating with “the wrong kind of people,” in their
minds. They thought Jesus should be keeping company only with righteous people;
people who followed Jewish law properly, people who didn’t live in sin or were sellouts
to the Roman government. Indeed, the scribes and Pharisees knew their Bible; scribes
copied the Hebrew scriptures word-for-word, letter-by-letter, and the Pharisees
interpreted them. But, Jesus had to remind them that the Bible is a record of God’s
grace and mercy. The two parables are part of a trilogy of stories about grace and mercy;
the third parable in the trilogy, the one that comes next, is the story of the Prodigal Son.

The hard truth is that in life we all make mistakes. Each of us has sinned at least
once in our lives. We do those things which we ought not to have done, and we fail to
do the things we ought to do; we confess that every time we gather for worship at mass
and the daily office. There isn’t a single one of us alive who doesn’t do the wrong thing
sometime, or hurt someone once in a while, or make a bad choice, or might be battling
with an addiction, but with God, there is always room to change; there is always an
opportunity to do better. We are given a second chance. These two stories, along with
the story of the Prodigal Son, are not so much about repentance as they are about the
great capacity of God to be like the tenacious shepherd and the determined woman and



searches for us until he finds us. In neither of today’s parables does the lost repent. God
is always willing to welcome us back when we mess up, because God does not want
simply repentance from us, he wants conversion. He doesn’t want us simply to say,
“Forgive me, Lord,” he wants us to change our ways by praying the words of today’s
psalm: Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.

In Paul’s first letter to Timothy that was the epistle lesson, Paul admitted to how
he had been the most ardent persecutor of followers of Jesus, but one day, he saw a
vision, he met the ascended Lord on the road to Damascus. After that day, he became
the most ardent proclaimer to the nations that Jesus came to save sinners and died for
us so that we could all have a second chance. God has the utmost patience. Moses, too,
saw how patient and merciful God is, when God’s anger burned hot against the
Israelites who had turned their backs on him and began to worship a golden calf, after
he had miraculously brought them out of Egypt. Moses interceded and persuaded God
to change his mind.

The wonderful lesson and good news that we are to hear today is that we are
precious to God and he wants the best for us. Even when we willingly go astray from
following the path that he knows is best for us, he will always stay with us and nudge
us like a good shepherd to go in the proper way. We are even given multiple chances to
do right. And, even if we continue to stray like the lost sheep, he loves us just the same.

And while the message today is mostly for our comfort and reassurance, no good
biblical lesson would be complete without some action item for us as well. In our daily
lives, we’re expected to live in God’s image, and so we are expected to show grace and
mercy by giving ourselves and others the opportunity to change. The scribes and
Pharisees who constantly criticized Jesus thought they knew the scriptures, but they
were so focused on the details and following the rules that they didn’t leave open the
possibility for a person to change. We should always be open to the possibility that
those around us can change. That does not mean that we should condone bad behavior;
there’s a lot of evil happening in the world around us, and there are a lot of people who
are behaving badly. Mass shootings continue to plague our country. Violence continues
on our city streets. Today, is the anniversary the terrorist acts of 9/11. Atrocities
continue to occur across the globe. Even our fellow Christian brothers and sisters
sometimes act like Pharisees by rejecting and excluding those who think and act in ways
they don’t agree with. But, we can be like Moses and pray to God to change their hearts,
to create a clean heart in others and renew a right spirit within them. We can pray for
God to change our own hearts to follow the right path, or we can intercede to God on
behalf of others to go in the right way.

As for ourselves, we should never forget that Jesus said we all belong to his fold;
we are all part of the fold. Even when we get lost, God looks for us like the woman



who lost a coin or the shepherd who went after his one lost sheep. He does so because
we are of priceless value to him. Amen.
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