
Sermon for Proper 14C 
Sunday, August 11, 2019 

“What will our Legacy be?” 

Text: Luke 12:32-40; Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 

I speak to you in the name of the one true God:  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

We have had for the past three Sundays lessons that are well suited for helping 
us have conversations about visioning and our future as a parish. Two weeks ago, you 
may recall that the Gospel appointed for the day included Jesus’ powerful words of 
advice: “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you shall find; knock, and the door 
shall be opened to you.” This is simple and direct advice to help us in our prayers to 
God, but it is also provides encouraging words for a community casting a vision for 
itself, and says to us, “Go for it!” Last week we celebrated the Transfiguration of Our 
Lord Jesus Christ, an event that revealed Christ in his resurrected glory as the fulfillment 
of all the Law and the Prophets. That event is meant to transform us into a community 
of people who use our mouths, hands, and feet to do the work of God in the world. 
Today’s gospel lesson advises us to think about our future by focusing on the things 
that will endure unto eternity, not on superficial, earthly matters; it speaks about being 
prepared by being dressed for action and keeping our lamps lit—being ready for when 
the Son of Man returns and the kingdom of God is manifested. But, as I thought about 
how this might speak to us in particular today, I was drawn to the verse that says, “Make 
purses for yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no 
theif comes near and no moth destroys. For where your treasure is, there your heart 
will be also.” What I hear in this verse is wise guidance to us in the importance of leaving 
a legacy. You see, it’s not enough for us to be transformed in the present or to transform 
the lives of others today, but we must establish something that will endure long after 
we are gone. 

That’s why last week, I said three things that I hope we as a worshipping 
community would be known for if you said the name All Saints Church to someone on 
the street. Do you remember what those three things were? The church with the most 
fervent worship, the finest music, and the friendliest people where you feel like part of 
a family. Maybe that’s four things…and that’s a lot of “f’s.” What I’m trying to do is 
cast a simple vision for us that we can all get behind as our mantra for the kind of 
worshipping community that we are to be. We are trying create something that we will 
be known for—a friendly, diverse, loving community where everybody feels like they 
belong here, no matter who you are, where you come from, how much or how little 
money you have, how ever much education you have, whatever language you speak, 
whether you are Christian, Episcopalian, Anglican, or not…however you define 
yourself. Whatever your story is, you can belong here. That’s what this place is to be. 

Now first and foremost, we are a worshipping community, and my main concern 
here as your Rector, priest, and spiritual leader is for the worship here to be meaningful. 
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Last week at the town hall meeting there were a lot of things that I wanted to say, but 
didn’t have time to say all of it. So, I’m going to finish saying what I had to say now, 
and I’m going to try to be as open and honest as I can be. Now folks, as far as the 
worship is concerned the reality is that we worship in a high church style. That goes by 
lots of different labels: Anglocatholic, high Anglican, high church. We sing a lot, we 
chant a lot, we venerate Mary and the other saints, we have statues, icons, and stations 
of the cross in our worship space, we genuflect in front of the Blessed Sacrament, we 
participate in adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. We do things that a lot of Episcopal 
churches don’t do. That’s not my doing. You were this way when I came here. In fact, 
I wanted to come here and be your rector because you are this way. Since I came here, 
I’ve just tried to take us to the next level in what it means to be a high church, catholic-
Anglican parish. For me, that means worship that is reverent, inspiring, engaging, and 
meaningful, that teaches us and boldly proclaims who we know God to be through 
sound, touch, taste, hearing, and smell. A large part of what makes that possible is the 
music we sing and the music we hear. Now I know you’re singing folks, because I hear 
you, and I want to make sure you can sing with passion and enthusiasm. That’s why I 
brought in Mr. Lance Davis, our Director of Music, to create the finest music program 
that the people can be a part of, but also to build our choir. Part of that requires that 
we get help from professionals, not to replace anyone, but to enhance what we hear, 
encourage to sing more enthusiastically, and hopefully encourage new people to 
volunteer to sing in our choir and make the music here beautiful. Now I know that 
some of you are uncomfortable with the changes and don’t quite get it and you don’t 
feel like it’s connecting with you. But let me just say this: change is always difficult. 
None of us really likes to change. But we have been at this only two, maybe three years. 
It’s still really new for us and anything good and anything that’s going to endure takes 
time to build. They say Rome wasn’t built in a day, and it wasn’t. And over 2,000 years 
later, the legacy of the Roman Empire affects our daily lives in our language, our laws, 
and even the way we worship. And the legacy left to us by the first apostles, leaders in 
the early church, and the church throughout the centuries, is why we are still boldly 
proclaiming the good news of Jesus Christ over 2,000 years after he dwelt here among 
us. 

Now folks, we are creating a legacy here. People on the street are taking notice 
of what we do here, especially when we have things like Christmas Eve masses, the 
Requiem for All Souls, Easter Sunday. If we want the church to grow, we have to have 
something to attract people here. Nobody new is going to want to come here if we have 
bad music, uninspiring worship, and unfriendly people. We will continue to be just a 
social club for the people we know who already come here. That’s not what it means 
to leave a legacy, and that’s not what it means to be the growing, missional, 
transformative church that we are supposed to be. So I’m going to need to be very clear 
about where I want this church to go. Part of where we need to go requires the music 
here to be the best it can be and right now that means that we need to continue working 
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to build our music program. That means continuing to hire folks to help us in that 
endeavor, and as your rector, I need you to support this. And I want to make a 
commitment to do whatever it takes to help you feel more comfortable about singing 
and enjoying the worship here. 

Now the reality is that our budget is strained right now. Our pledge income is 
down, so first off, I’m reminding each of you to make good on your regular pledges. 
We have many new expenses with the parish hall nearing completion and soon we will 
be hiring a parish administrator and sexton. But we cannot live into our primary reason 
for existing as a worshipping community unless we have a good music program. One 
of the ways that I’m going to propose supporting our music is by establishing a Friends 
of Music Program. This will be a way for those who are interested and passionate about 
music here to support it and will help supplement what we are unable to afford from 
our regular operating budget at the present time. As I said last week, it costs us $300 
per Sunday to have three professional singers here and if everyone contributed $5-6 
extra a week, that would cover it. However, the Friends of Music Program will be a 
more robust way of supporting music here in this place. There will be two aspects to it. 
For $300, anyone could dedicate the music of the mass for a particular Sunday, just like 
we have mass dedications already. (No this won’t replace mass dedications.) But say 
you wanted to remember a loved one or celebrate a milestone birthday or anniversary, 
you could make donation for the music of the mass. That contribution would be printed 
in the bulletin and announced at the offertory. The other component of the Friends of 
Music Program is that it will support us through a series of recitals and other musical 
offerings that will attract the wider Woodhaven community to come here. This will 
allow us to go out into the community and get support from the people of Woodhaven, 
including possible contributions from community leaders. And just so you are aware, 
there is interest in such a program, and we have already received a contribution of 
$1,000 from an anonymous donor to launch it. 

I know I have said a lot, but all of it is in light of the words of Jesus Christ in the 
gospel story that charges us shore up treasures that will endure—to create something 
here in this place that will transform the lives of many generations to come. How is all 
of this going to be possible? Through faith in God, of course. The epistle lesson from 
the Letter to the Hebrews says that faith is the substance of things hoped for, the 
evidence of things not seen. (That’s the KJV, in case you were wondering!) We must 
have faith. I’m sure Abram was quite startled at God’s announcement that he would be 
the father of more descendents than stars in the sky, but he had faith, and we are here 
as a testimony to God’s covenant with Abraham. So, we too, must have faith that we 
can do this, that we can transform lives by being the church with the most fervent 
worship, the finest music, and the friendliest people where you feel like part of the 
family. Amen. 


