
Sermon for Proper 12C 
Sunday, July 24, 2016 

“Eternal, not temporal things” 

Text: Luke 11:1-13 

I speak to you in the name of the one true God:  Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit.  Amen 

Has anyone gotten caught up in the latest fad?  I’m talking about 
Pokémon. Somehow over the past week, I found myself caught up in the 
Pokémon craze.  You may be interested to know that both the church and 
the Rectory are Pokéstops.  I have downloaded the app on my phone, and 
I’ve been going around catching the little pocket monsters with my iPh-
one.  At all hours of the day and night, we have been visited by young 
folks who hang out on our church grounds catching Pokéballs and mon-
sters, and it has been an opportunity to connect with a variety of people.  
As I thought about the gospel lesson for today, I found myself reflecting 
on how so many people are going around searching for those little cartoon 
figurines with such intensity and resolve, and I wondered what it would 
be like if kids and people in general sought to know more about God, 
Christ, or sought to strengthen their relationship with God with the same 
intensity.  What would get people to seek after a spiritual reality as pas-
sionately as they seek a virtual one?  I haven’t found the answer yet.  I’m 
still searching, but Jesus said in today’s reading, “Ask, and it will be 
given you; search, and you will find; knock, and the door will be opened 
for you. For everyone who asks receives, and everyone who searches finds, 
and for everyone who knocks, the door will be opened.” 

Today’s gospel lesson is Jesus Christ’s instruction on some of the 
basics of discipleship.  In it we are presented with a model for praying 
and some words of encouragement for our journey as disciples.  The model 
for prayer is, of course, the Lord’s Prayer.  We all know it by heart; we 
don’t even need to read it.  In fact, it is so well known that no matter what 
Christian tradition a person follows, the words of the Lord’s Prayer roll 
off the tongue with ease and fluency—and among English speakers, it is 
the 16th Century Elizabethan version.  But we have to be careful when 
we encounter something so familiar, so well known.  Do you ever think 
about what the words of that universal prayer are really saying?  What 
are we really asking for when we pray the Lord’s Prayer? 
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Wrapped up in those familiar words is Jesus’s worldview and is a 
the center of what he teaches.  He does so with a set of important peti-
tions.  The prayer begins by addressing God the Creator as Father, as 
Jesus did so many other times in his self-revelation, and here he is en-
couraging us to do so, as well.  He describes for us a Creator who abides 
in the heavens, whose name is sacred—so sacred that it cannot be uttered.  
Remember, to the Jew, the holy name of God is unutterable.  We pray 
that God’s name be hallowed, but Jesus meant for it to be sanctified.  We 
often think of ourselves and other ordinary things being sanctified—
made holy—but God’s name is already holy and by it, we, too are made 
holy.  We, too are sanctified, and when we are then God’s holiness can 
work through us, in all that we do, in the core of our very being.  We can 
hear the echo of the great schema from Deuteronomy:  “Hear, O Israel, 
the Lord your God; the Lord is one.  And you shall love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your veryness.” 

The second petition asks for God’s kingdom to be revealed to us and 
manifest through us.  May God’s kingdom become a reality here on earth, 
not as the powers of the world would have it, but as God wills it in heaven.  
In other words, the world wants to exist mired in self-interest, greed, in-
justice, inequality, and excess, but God wants us to direct our attention 
toward a world deeply rooted in love, faithfulness, and God’s abun-
dance—not our own. 

That last part in which we seek God’s abundance is the basis for 
the third petition:  Give us this day our daily bread.  Give us what we 
need, not simply what we would want for ourselves.  Provide for us out of 
your divine abundance, because when left to our own devices, we will 
want more; we will want too much.  Often we think we want sourdough 
when what we need is rye bread.  How many times have you prayed for 
something, but then you didn’t get it, and after a period of time you look 
back and are thankful that you didn’t actually get what you prayed for.  
When we pray for God to give us what we need, we open ourselves to his 
wisdom and his understanding that is far beyond our own.  It’s an unset-
tling thing to give everything over to God—to let him take control of our 
needs.  We have to keep praying this prayer to remind ourselves that God 
should be the one we let provide for us, and not depend on ourselves.  
When we pray this petition, we mustn’t let our greed get in the way of 
God’s grace.  When we pray this petition, we acknowledge the sacrifice 
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Christ made in his death on the Cross, giving his body and his blood for 
our sake, which we share in the Holy Eucharist.  We are, therefore, a 
living sacrament—Christ’s body and blood abiding in us—receiving what 
we need from above and giving that to a world starving to recognize God’s 
love and share in his grace. 

The fourth petition pleads for that grace that we may be forgiven of 
our sins, and not just the sins we know we’ve committed, but most espe-
cially those we didn’t know we committed.  Being accountable for the 
things we’ve done against ourselves, God, and each other is necessary, 
but it’s also easy because we are aware of it.  Often, however, we think 
we’re doing the right thing, but it may result in harming someone else.  
How often have we said something that was meant to help, but it resulted 
in hurt feelings?  Or what about when we do what we think is according 
to God’s will, when, in fact God’s will might be more obscure to us?  This 
past week, as I watched bits and pieces of the Republican National Con-
vention, listened to speeches, heard their cheers, I found myself question-
ing how “those people”—those who want to lead our country—could say 
the things they said and call themselves Christian.  But I also had to step 
back for a moment and realize that for many in that convention hall, they 
were expressing what they saw was reflecting God’s will.  Even if what 
was being said was hurtful and disheartening to me, they truly believed 
they were fighting for the kingdom of God.  That is why when we ask God 
to forgive us, we also ask God to help us forgive those who sin against us.  
If we get caught up in the political tug-of-war of “I’m right and you’re 
wrong” it becomes all to easy to conclude that “I’m following the will of 
God” or “I’m being a true Christian” no matter which end of the rope we’re 
tugging.  Again, it is up to us to let go and give it over to God to lead us 
in following him.  The politics of this world try to force us into pushing 
our own wills, our own agendas; God invites us to trust him so that our 
wills are in line with his.  When we forgive each other, we set ourselves 
free of the torment that comes from holding grudges and the fear of one 
another.  When we forgive each other, we release the shackles of the 
world which enslave us and keep us from the freedom of God’s grace and 
mercy. 

The final petition of the of Jesus’s suggested prayer implores God 
to spare us from temptation and the time of trial.  Jesus knew all about 
temptation; he spent forty days in the wilderness dealing with it.  But, it 
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is important to understand that for Jesus, Satan was not an impish red 
figure with pointed teeth, a tail, and pitchfork.  Satan was the great ac-
cuser, the one that tests us and tries us, attempts to knock us off course 
and shake our faith.  This petition isn’t asking for God to make the devil 
disappear; evil, adversity, disaster, grief, and torment are the realities of 
being a creature in this universe.  It is only with God’s help and by his 
power that we can overcome the forces that attack us and survive them.  
If we can only trust God, he will bring us through, save us in the midst 
of trial, and deliver us from being felled by the evil one and from commit-
ting evil ourselves. 

Jesus’s final words of wisdom after teaching his disciples how to 
pray invite us to ask, search, and find.  He says that if we ask it will be 
given to us, if we seek then we shall find.  But, again, the key is knowing 
what to ask for.  If we ask God to bless us to win the lottery, it’ll probably 
never happen. That’s because prayers like that are too specific and they 
limit God’s power.  If we let go and pray for God’s will to be done, then 
hopefully and prayerfully the things we ask for will be congruent—in 
line—with God’s divine will.  That also helps us stay focused on the things 
that really matter.  We can’t let ourselves get swept up in the temporal 
things of this world—the things that will eventually pass away.  That’s a 
virtual reality, much like the Pokémon game by which so many people 
are currently distracted.   

I’m sure in the next few weeks or months, the Pokémon craze will 
be a thing of the past, and some other craze will replace it.  In less than 
100 days, the craze of the presidential campaign will be a thing of the 
past, and something else will dominate the news.  If we let the chaos of 
the world, the politics, the inhumanity win us over, then we will be im-
prisoned by the temptations of the world that keep us from recognizing 
God’s grace and love.  But if we turn to things eternal, like it says in the 
opening collect for today, if we turn to things eternal, we will enjoy a life 
of true freedom and profound happiness.  God wants us to help his king-
dom to be manifest in this world and in us.  Amen. 
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