
Sermon for Proper 12A 
Sunday, July 30, 2017 

“All in for the journey of life” 

Text: Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52; Romans 8:26-39 

I speak to you in the name of the one true God:  Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit.  Amen. 

It’s no secret that Jesus loved to teach through parables, and for the 
last month, we have heard Jesus’s teaching through parables about 
sowing seeds and dealing with weeds. And then we have today’s gospel 
lesson that starts out with a few sayings about seeds and weeds, and as 
before, the disciples ask Jesus to explain.  He starts out telling us 
something like what he said before, but then he starts explaining 
parables with more parables!  All of a sudden, Jesus throws in a pearl, 
hidden treasure, and a fishing net into the mix.  Then the passage ends.  
We’re not sure what to make of it. When I read through the gospel lesson, 
I scratched my head and wondered, “What the heck is Jesus talking 
about? What’s the connection?”  Actually, what I was really thinking was, 
“How am I going to preach about this one?” 

I think the reason the disciples, the crowd, and we ourselves come 
away wondering what Jesus is trying to get at is because we’re getting 
caught up in the weeds, we’re getting tangled up in a thicket, when 
maybe what we need to do is step back and take it all in.  Every parable 
in the gospel today begins with the preface, “The kingdom of heaven is 
like…”  And then Jesus continues with various pearls of wisdom.  But if 
we take a step back from the details and look at what Jesus is describing, 
he is describing two things:  who the people are who live in the kingdom 
and what they’re like.  See, being a disciple of Jesus Christ isn’t just a 
label.  It’s a way of life and it’s a way of being.  At the beginning of the 
mass we hear the Summary of the Law:  “Hear what our Lord Jesus 
Christ saith: thou shalt love the Lord your God with all your heart, and 
with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the first and great 
commandment.  And the second is like unto it: thou shalt love thy 
neighbor as thyself.  On these two commandments hang all the law and 
the prophets.”  We are to love God with every fiber of our being, and in 
doing so, we will be able to live the way he intends us to live in love and 
harmony.  If we can do that, then we are approaching the kingdom of 
heaven that Jesus is talking about. 
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But the other important point about these parables of Jesus is that 
they remind us that until that final day at the end of the age when the 
bad seeds, the weeds, and the unrighteous are thrown into the fire by 
angels, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth—until that 
day, we have to live in the real world among the bad seeds, the weeds, 
and the unrighteous.  But that is a real blessing.  It’s a blessing because 
it’s up to us to keep reminding the rest of the world that the kingdom of 
heaven is coming.  It’s up to us to give the world the hope that it so 
desperately needs.  And, just like the one who found the hidden treasure 
or the merchant who found the precious pearl and then sold all they had, 
we are expected to invest our whole selves in this—to be “all in.”  That’s 
what’s going to show up in our daily lives.  If we do so, we just might 
inspire others and transform their lives, so that by the end of the age, 
there won’t be any bad seeds, weeds, or unrighteous left! 

It seems that the characters in all of these parables that we’ve been 
hearing lately represent us in some way.  And not only do these parables 
help Jesus describe who we are as his followers of as the children of God, 
but they also help reassure us that we can be the people God wants and 
expects us to be and that we can live that out in our daily lives, in spite 
of how the world or the people around us behave or treat us.  We can do 
that because, as St. Paul put it in his letter to the Romans which we 
heard earlier, “the Spirit helps us in our weakness.”  The love of God is 
present in our lives, and when we love him we do that which is pleasing 
to him, because “all things work together for good to those who love God, 
who are called to his purpose.”  “It is God who justifies.”  It is God who 
makes us righteous—able to follow him—in the midst of hardship, 
distress, persecution, famine, nakedness, peril, and sword. 

So whenever it seems like life is getting the best of us, whenever it 
seems like we just can’t cope with it all, whenever we feel like we’re at 
the end of our rope, whenever it seems like the enemy has won, remember 
the words of Paul:  “We are more than conquerors through him who loved 
us.  For…neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, 
nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else 
in creation will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus 
our Lord.”  Amen. 
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