
Sermon for Proper 10C 
Sunday, July 10, 2016 

“Love your neighbor without fear and with respect” 

Text: Luke 10:25-37 

I speak to you in the name of the one true God:  Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit.  Amen. 

I fairly certain that you all know the story from today’s gospel 
lesson.  What is it?  Yes!  The Good Samaritan.  It is a story well known 
not just to Christians, but to many people.  The story of the Good 
Samaritan is one of those stories that folks just know, because they’ve 
heard it so many times and told in so many ways; like the story of the 
Prodigal Son it is one of the mainstays of Christian lore. In common, 
everyday speech, we might call a person who does a good deed for 
someone else a “good Samaritan.”  They often make the news and offers 
a moment of hope and optimism about ordinary human beings in the 
midst of other disturbing and depressing news.  But, why is this story so 
powerful?  What is it about this story that made it such an important 
statement when Jesus told it over two thousand years ago and makes it 
so profound in our own time?  The gospels offer several encounters with 
Samaritans:  the woman at the well, Jesus passing through Samaria in 
his travels, the Story of the Good Samaritan.  It is no secret, if you read 
the Bible, that Jews hated Samaritans.  But why?  Who were the 
Samaritans and why did Jews hate them so much?  To begin to answer 
that, we need a little history lesson. 

We need to go all the way back to the Book of Genesis in the time 
of the great patriarchs of Israel.  Abraham’s grandson, Jacob whose name 
was changed to Israel after he wrestled an angel, had 13 children:  twelve 
sons and one daughter.  The twelve sons became the fathers of the twelve 
tribes of Israel.  Among Jacob’s sons, Joseph was his favorite, and so the 
rest of his brothers became so jealous that they sold him into slavery in 
Egypt to get rid of him and told their father Joseph was dead.  As fate—
or better the will of God—would have it, Joseph became a beloved 
member of the household of the Pharaoh and eventually returned to his 
father.  In gratitude, Jacob adopted his two sons Ephraim and Manasseh 
as his own and gave them a portion of inheritance along with their uncles, 
Joseph’s other brothers.  The land allotted to Ephraim and Manasseh 
was a fertile land to the north.  The twelve tribes became the Kingdom of 
Israel and the people were all Jews.  Some time later the kingdom divided 
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into Israel in the north and Judah in the south.  The city of Samaria 
became the capital of the northern kingdom and Jerusalem remained the 
capital in the south.  The Northern Kingdom was eventually conquered 
by the Assyrians in the 8th Century BC and colonized by a multitude of 
pagan nations and tribes.  The Southern Kingdom eventually fell to 
Babylon in the 7th Century BC and the people there were taken into exile 
in Babylon.  What happened due to these two major conquests is critical 
to understanding the tensions and eventual hatred between Jews and 
Samaritans.  In the Northern Kingdom, Jews had significant contact 
with the pagan tribes and began to worship pagan gods alongside 
following Judaism.  The Jews who were exiled to Babylon remained 
devout to the Jewish religion, did not intermarry, and eventually were 
allowed to return to Jerusalem and rebuild the Temple.  Jews in the 
south considered their tradition to be pure and despised their northern 
cousins for worshipping false gods and corrupting the bloodline.  Not only 
that, they did acknowledge the temple of the Samaritans on Mt. Gerazim, 
and the Samaritans opposed the rebuilding of the temple in Jerusalem 
and tried to sabotage the project.  This animosity would continue for 
several centuries.  By the time of Jesus and the setting of today’s gospel 
reading, it was absolutely forbidden for Jews to have anything to do with 
Samaritans; they weren’t allowed to talk to them, eat with them, 
worhship with them, or have any dealings with them.  Samaritans were 
considered outcasts; they were considered to be bad people, and a good, 
god-fearing Jew ought to have absolutely nothing to do with them.  So 
the stories of Jesus, not only encountering Samaritans, but also engaging 
them, talking to them, would have been seen as almost sacreligious. 

The lawyer in the gospel lesson was a good Jew.  He knew the Law.  
When he asked Jesus what he must do to inherit eternal life, Jesus 
responded by questioning his knowledge of the Law.  The lawyer quoted 
the great schema from Deuteronomy 6: “You shall love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength, 
and with all your mind.”  And, he quoted Leviticus 19: “Love your 
neighbor as yourself.”  These two points summarize the entire ancient 
Law.  But then, the lawyer asked Jesus, “Who is my neighbor.”  The story 
of the Good Samaritan would have resonated with the lawyer like a 
dagger, because despite the law that was clear and simple in its 
instruction, the idea of a Samaritan being the hero of the story would 
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have been outrageous!  Samaritans just aren’t good like that.  Nothing a 
Samaritan can do could possibly be good.  Yet, here is a Samaritan who 
was not only good, but also faithful to the most precious and basic tenets 
of the faith and the Law of Moses!  Interestingly, Chapter 19 of Leviticus 
gives a long list of commandments, and includes one that says “When a 
foreigner resides among you in your land, do not mistreat them.  The 
foreigner residing among you must be treated as your native-born. Love 
them as yourself.”  I imagine there must have been a lot of “cafeteria Jews” 
back then, who remembered and followed certain commandments, while 
disregarding others, as was convenient or expedient.  The bottom line is 
that Jesus led the lawyer to admit that the Samaritan was indeed his 
neighbor and did a neighborly act, when no one else would, including two 
people—a priest and a Levite—who would have known and taught the 
Law and should have been demonstrating it in their lives.  And then 
Jesus ended by telling the good Jew to go and do as the Samaritan did.  
That’s what makes this story so poignant and so important.  It is 
important because Jesus put right out in the open how extreme the law 
can be in its instruction as to how to live.  Even the last person on earth 
you’d expect or want to be your neighbor is your neighbor—which for a 
Jew in Jesus’s day would have been a Samaritan. 

The Story of the Good Samaritan is a story about who is our 
neighbor.  The Story of the Good Samaritan is a story about respect—
respect for the dignity of every human being.  That should sound familiar, 
because it is part of our baptismal covenant.  We promise as Christians 
to respect the dignity of every human being, and today’s gospel couldn’t 
be a more poignant reminder for us than it has been this past week and 
in recent weeks.  Four incidents have plagued our nation because of a 
failure to respect the dignity of every human being.  Two men are dead—
Philando Castile in Louisiana and Alton Sterling in Minnesota—because 
of a failure to respect; five policemen and a gunman are dead in Dallas 
because of a failure to respect.  Nearly 300 people were killed in Iraq 
when a suicide bomber attacked a shrine during services to celebrate Eid 
al-Fitr, the end of the holy month of Ramadan for Muslims, because of a 
failure to respect.  Dozens of people in Saudi Arabia who were also 
celebrating the end of Ramadan were killed by a suicide bomber, because 
of a failure to respect.  49 people were murdered in Orlando a few weeks 
ago, because of a failure of respect.  People are marching in our streets 



4 

because Black lives matter and All lives matter, because of a failure to 
respect.  Today our nation is polarized because there is a terrible stain in 
our society, a stain  of racism that is centuries old and has raised its ugly 
head again this week, because of a failure to respect the dignity of every 
human being.  Respect isn’t black, respect isn’t white, respect isn’t blue, 
respect isn’t gay, respect isn’t straight, respect isn’t Christian, respect 
isn’t Muslim, respect isn’t American.  Respect is human.  Respect for the 
dignity of every human being has no conditions and no label. 

It is too easy to make an enemy of the other.  They are the bad guys.  
They are the ones disrespecting others.  It’s too easy to point fingers at 
someone else. But the enemy isn’t black, or white, or blue, or gay, or 
straight, or Christian, or Muslim, or American, or the Islamic State, or 
terrorists.  The real enemy is fear.  Fear of the unknown, fear of those 
who are different from us, fear of someone else not respecting us, fear of 
how our community or our society or our family will view us.  Fear makes 
people do things like shoot others whom they think might be are a threat.  
Fear causes people to riot when their rights are threatened.  Fear causes 
us to be silent or inactive when we see violence or disrespect being 
committed against ourselves and others.  Fear causes us to neglect our 
command to respect others’ dignity.  Fear causes us to be just like the 
priest and the Levite who crossed the road in the gospel lesson.  When 
we allow men and women to be disrespected by police, we are crossing 
the road.  When we allow folks to shoot police because they are angry that 
their community is not being respected, we are crossing the road.  When 
we allow communities to continue live in fear for their lives by the people 
that are supposed to protect it, we are crossing the road.  When we let 
our political and economic system continue to prevent whole groups of 
people from realizing the American dream, we are crossing the road.  
When we get up from our seat on the bus or the subway because a Muslim 
woman wearing a hijab or a man in a turban sat or stood next to us—yes 
I’ve seen this happening lately—we are crossing the road.  When we sit 
quietly in the lunchroom in our workplaces while our co-workers say 
disrespectful things about people they don’t even know, we are crossing 
the road.  When we participate in conversations or harbor feelings 
against someone because they’re different from us, we are crossing the 
road.  Any time we let any kind of disrespect toward any human being 
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happen, we are submitting to fear and we are like the priest and Levite 
who crossed the road. 

And combating the enemy of fear does not require a gun.  Violence 
is not the answer or the cure for the lack of respect that has infect our 
world.  Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. showed us that; Mahatma Ghandi 
showed us that; Jesus Christ showed us that.  And until we stop trying 
to combat our fears with violence, terrorism, discord, disharmony, and 
disrespect will continue.  We must take our fears head on and heed the 
message of the Gospel lesson today.  We must treat all our neighbors with 
love and respect.  We must not be the priest or Levite who crossed the 
road, but rather the Samaritan who put aside his fear of what others 
would say and helped the person in need.  We can speak up if we need to, 
we can make sure that in our own personal lives that we treat others with 
respect, even our enemies, even the people we don’t like or who have 
opinions opposite our own.  If everyone in this world treated each other 
with dignity and respect, much of the violence and the hatred that 
plagues our world would be no more. 

The Story of the Good Samaritan has a lot to say to us today.  Go 
and do likewise.  Amen. 
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