
Good day and a blessed week to you, dear All Saints Family! 

We rejoiced in the Lord yesterday, celebrating the faith, discipleship, service and 
deep communion with Jesus of Martha and Mary! We also gave thanks to God for 
the faithful love in action of all women –past, present, and future---at All Saints 
Church. 

Martha is a model of true hospitality, of “diakonia” or ministry modeled after 
Jesus’ service to the world. Martha also expresses a faith in Jesus which, like that 
of Peter, “was not revealed to her through flesh and blood” but by the Father 
who is in heaven. Martha and Mary confront the painful death of their brother 
Lazarus and place all their faith and hope in Jesus, opening a tomb on which 
Lazarus already laid in for four days and experiencing that Jesus is the 
resurrection and the life. This is a new life to which all of us are invited. A life of 
intimacy, closeness, indwelling in the Lord who loves us, so that we can live lives 
of “genuine love,”  “outdoing one another in showing honor” as the reading from 
Romans invited us and as we, called by God to build the church together, have 
plenty of opportunities to practice. 

After Lazarus was raised to a new life, Martha, Mary, and Lazarus received Jesus 
at their home and hosted a dinner. Lazarus sat at the table with the Lord, Martha 
served and Mary took a pound of precious nard and anointed Jesus’ feet, drying 
them up with her hair. Like Mary, Jesus will be at the feet of those he loves. 
Mary’s lavish act of love is commended by Jesus. I believe that when Jesus tells 
Martha, who in one occasion was distracted by many things, that “only one thing 
was needed,” He was talking about the Love by whom we are called to live. Love 
of God and love of every one of God’s children. This is the one thing needed and 
the wonderful call we receive today. 

May Martha, Mary and Lazarus, loved so deeply by Jesus, assist us and encourage 
us to see ourselves as the beloved and called to love, discipleship and witnessing 
God’s amazing love shown in Christ to our world. Amen. 

 


