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“How can we save the world?” 

Text: John 3:14-21 

I speak to you in the name of the one true God:  Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit.  Amen. 

I bet if you asked people on the street to name a Bible verse, you’d 
probably get funny looks from most, but many of the people might just 
say, “John 3:16.”  A few of those people may even be able to tell you what 
John 3:16 says: “For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not parish, but shall have 
everlasting life.” That sentence has found its way onto bumper stickers, 
billboards, menus at restaurants, and even on napkin holders; if you were 
to travel to the states of the southern United States, you would run into 
a bunch of unexpected places where this verse may show up. Once during 
a trip to the South, I remember receiving a receipt at a restaurant that 
had the words “John 3:16” printed at the bottom. That being said, from 
our Gospel lesson today, the verse that inspired me this morning is the 
next verse, John 3:17, “Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world 
to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through 
him.” 

These two verses do not need much exegesis; they don’t need much 
explanation, because they are pretty straightforward. They speak for 
themselves, and they tell us that through Jesus Christ, the world will be 
saved. But I ask you how is that? How has God saved the world? Well we 
know part of that answer, don’t we? We know that by Jesus Christ’s death 
on the cross and by his resurrection, he effected salvation for the whole 
world. But, it didn’t stop there; the saving work still continues even to 
the present time. And so, the question I want to put before you is this: 
How can we save the world? How can we save the world? I’ve had some 
wonderful experiences over the years interacting with youth and young 
adults on a variety service projects, and the thing that comes out when 
they are asked why they’re giving of their time and talent, the underlying 
impetus that drives their actions is a desire to save the world. You see, 
we are the hands and feet of God.  He doesn’t simply swoop down from 
Heaven and do stuff through superhuman or magical power; he uses us 
to do his work. At the offertory, during the preparation of the table for 
the Holy Eucharist, the priest prays, “Blessed are you, Lord God of all 
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creation, for through your goodness we have this bread to offer, which 
earth has given and human hands have made. It will become the bread 
of life. Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation, for through your 
goodness we have this wine to offer, fruit of the vine and the work of 
human hands. It will become for us our spiritual drink.” When you 
receive the host and chalice, what words do you hear? The Body of Christ, 
the bread of heaven. The Blood of Christ, the cup of salvation. The work 
of human hands becomes the bread of life and the cup of salvation. We do 
God’s work, because we are the image of God. So how, then, can we save 
the world? 

Over the last several weeks, I have been blessed to attend a number 
of conferences and workshops focused on how to be a missional church, 
how to minister to God’s people better, how to bring the good news of 
Jesus Christ in a more effective and tangible way, how to go out and save 
the world. How to tell the world that through Christ, you are saved. Over 
the past weeks of Lent, we have been gathering together after each mass 
to ask you how God is calling us as a worship community and how we are 
responding. How are we responding to God’s call to save the world? How 
we are responding now and how can we strengthen our response in the 
future. You’ve been asked that question, and I am pleased with the 
variety of responses. 

Yesterday, I went the Mercer School in Garden City with a few 
other folks from here to a set of workshops on strengthening ministries. 
Among the many things we discussed and tools we received for doing the 
work, among the things that we were reminded of is that the gifts and 
resources to do the work to save the world are already here. We already 
have the gifts needed to do the work. Too many times around here I hear 
complaints that we can’t do this or we can’t do that. We don’t have the 
commitment. There’s too much confusion. We’re not communicating. We 
don’t have a parish hall. We don’t have any youth. We don’t. We can’t. We 
won’t!  But we gotta turn that thing around. We gotta stop dwelling on 
what we can’t do and think only about what we can. My charge to you 
this morning and going forward is to stop focusing on what we’re not 
doing or what we don’t have, and to look at what we are doing, who we 
already have, how we can use the gifts that we have already been given 
to do the ministry that we want to do, and save the world. What makes 
All Saints a great church with great people? The question I want you to 
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think about and discuss when we gather after mass today is what gifts 
do we already have. And here’s a little something to guide you. What is 
the one thing that you do or that you enjoy that you could teach to 
somebody else? Your own gifts lie in your answer to that question. And 
the other thing to think about is what are your dreams for All Saints 
Church? What can we become. In other words, how are we going to save 
the world—together, through Christ, with God’s help? 

We have to stop thinking and saying that this is “my church” this 
is what “I” want, because it isn’t about you, or me, it’s about us. Us 
together, not dwelling on the past or on our shortcomings, but on our vast 
assets and resources. “For God did not send his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but that the world through him might be saved.” How 
are we going to be the hands, feet, ears, eyes, and mouths of God? How 
are we going to save the world? Amen. 


