
Sermon for Lent 3C 
Sunday, March 24, 2019 
“God is always faithful” 

Texts: Luke 13:1-9; 1 Corinthians 10:1-13 

I speak to you in the name of the one true God:  Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit.  Amen. 

No testing has overtaken you that is not common to everyone. God is 
faithful, and he will not let you be tested beyond your strength, but with 
the testing he will also provide the way out so that you may be able to 
endure it. 

Life is not always easy. Life is not always beautiful or rosy or fun. 
Sometimes in life we are thrown curve balls that we do not expect. 
Suffering and tragedy are unfortunate realities of living in this world, 
often we don’t even understand how or why. Many times our hopes are 
dashed, and we feel like we just cannot go on. But in the midst of suffering, 
lost, tragedy, dashed hopes, and unexpected things that happen beyond 
our control, the message that we are to hear today is that God indeed is 
faithful, and only through his help and power can we overcome and 
survive. 

The first lesson from Exodus is the well-known story of Moses and 
the burning bush. The Israelites found themselves enslaved in Egypt; 
powerless against Pharaoh, they were forced into a life that they did not 
choose. But God spoke to Moses and told him that he is faithful and that 
he would be there to help Moses deliver his people and lead them to a 
better land and a better life. In the Gospel lesson, Jesus responded to a 
tragedy in which some faithful Galilean Jews were killed at the hands of 
the ruthless governor, Pilate and recounted the story of a tragedy in 
which eighteen people died when a tower collapsed and fell on them. 
These things befell them, not because they were worse people than 
anyone else, but because of the actions of another and reasons beyond 
their control. In Jesus’s day, it was commonplace for people to associate 
tragedy and suffering with sin, and, indeed, Jesus cautions his audience 
against being the bearers of tragedy without having repented and 
reconciled their relationship with God; but, he also wanted to caution 
against making the assumption that tragedy and suffering were the 
direct result of having sinned. I imagine that if something like that were 
to happen in our own present time, and indeed when they do, we are 
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inclined to wonder, “How could God let this happen? How could a God 
who is so good and so powerful allow such tragedies to happen to good 
people?” It is the poignant words of Paul in his first letter to the 
Corinthians that reminds us of God’s faithfulness: “No testing has 
overtaken you that is not common to everyone. God is faithful, and he 
will not let you be tested beyond your strength, but with the testing he 
will also provide the way out so that you may be able to endure it.” What 
a powerful message! What hope for us when life takes us to unhappy 
places and brings us to unfortunate circumstances. 

There isn’t one person here who hasn’t faced some kind of tragedy 
or loss. We have all had to endure hardship of one kind or another in the 
course of our lives and rest assured that there are more in our futures. 
That’s just the way life is. We have come face-to-face with health crises, 
financial hardships, broken relationships, natural disasters, and many 
other circumstances beyond our control. Some here may be struggling 
with an addiction, whether you’re aware of it or not, whether you’re 
dealing with it or not. Life is not always easy. Life is not always beautiful 
or rosy or fun. Suffering and tragedy are unfortunate realities of living in 
this world, often things we don’t even understand how or why. Sometimes 
in life we are thrown curve balls that we do not expect. Many times our 
hopes are dashed. 

Last week I announced that we had been in conversation with the 
Lutheran Synod and that there was to be a change in our relationship. 
This past week the Vestry, Wardens, and I met with Bishop Provenzano 
and Canon Claire Woodley about this and were informed that the 
Lutheran Synod has decided that the attempt toward a collaborative 
partnership relationship between All Saints Episcopal Church and All 
Saints/Todos los Santos Lutheran Church is not working and that they 
want to enter into a cooperative relationship with us in which the 
Lutheran community would rent space from us. I’m not going to talk 
about the business details of what that means for us now, because the 
pulpit is not the place to discuss church business. The pulpit is the place 
from which the Gospel message is to be proclaimed, and I ask that you 
remain after mass to learn of the details. This upcoming change in our 
relationship is a failure of what we had imagined, it is a curveball in what 
we thought our life together was to be, but it is not a defeat, nor will it 
crush either of our communities. For no testing has overtaken us that is 
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not common to everyone. God is faithful, and he will not let us be tested 
beyond our strength, but with the testing he will also provide us the way 
out so that we may be able to endure it. 

This Friday in our Lenten Series, we will meditate on how we 
experience God’s grace in those times when we feel powerless, experience 
loss, or face addictions. We will have a chance to ponder those times in 
our lives when we have felt lost, betrayed, despondent, and wondered if 
God was even there. Times when we faced circumstances beyond our 
control and times when things just simply didn’t go as we had planned or 
hoped. But the good news that I want you to know today is that “no 
testing has overtaken you that is not common to everyone. God is faithful, 
and he will not let you be tested beyond your strength, but with the 
testing he will also provide the way out so that you may be able to endure 
it.” –wisdom from St. Paul. And we can find comfort in the words of the 
Collect for today: 

“Almighty God, who seest that we have no power of ourselves to 
help ourselves: Keep us both outwardly in our bodies and inwardly in our 
souls, that we may be defended from all adversities which may happen 
to the body, and from all evil thoughts which may assault and hurt the 
soul; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.” 


