
Sermon for Lent 3B 
Sunday, March 4, 2018 

“The Church in the World” 

Text: John 2:13-22 

I speak to you in the name of the one true God:  Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit.  Amen. 

Jesus told those who were selling the doves, “Take these things out 
of here! Stop making my Father’s house a marketplace!...Destroy this 
temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” He was speaking of the 
temple of his body. After he was raised from the dead, his disciples 
remembered that he had said this. (John 2:16, 19-22a) 

Today’s Gospel passage is significant. It is one of the accounts from 
Jesus’s ministry that shows up in all of the Gospels, but John’s telling of 
this story is unique. In the synoptic Gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke, 
it occurs toward the end of each Gospel and is the last straw for the 
Jewish religious leaders that leads to his arrest, conviction, and 
crucifixion soon after. In John’s Gospel, it appears at the beginning. Why? 
To begin to answer that question, we have to understand the purpose of 
the writing of the Gospels. For Matthew, Mark, and Luke, their accounts 
of Jesus’s life were confessions of faith for their respective young 
Christian communities. For John, the scene of the Cleansing of the 
Temple was a theological statement that a new era was about to begin: 
an era in which the old Temple, which had been destroyed, was no longer 
necessary because the sacrifice of Jesus’s own body was sufficient for the 
forgiveness of the sins of the whole world. Let me explain. 

In ancient Judaism, the temple served as the hub of all religious 
life. In the middle of the Temple was the Holy of Holies where the Ark of 
the Covenant was housed—the Ark contained the tablets of the Ten 
Commandments. God’s very presence was in the Holy of Holies. The 
Temple was also the place where offerings and sacrifices had to be taken 
in order to be redeemed for a person’s sins and transgressions. If you 
broke a commandment, if you committed a grave sin, offerings of grain 
and animals had to be taken to the temple so that a priest could offer 
them to God for you and repair your broken relationship with God. 
Atonement would be made and you would be made one with God again. 
This could be done only at the Temple. In addition, the animal that was 
sacrificed had to be unblemished, so just imagine if you had to go from 
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Galilee to Jerusalem, a journey of ninety or so miles—on foot or a 
donkey—it would be impractical to try to bring a live animal that 
distance and risky that by the time you arrived in Jerusalem, the animal 
would have become blemished. So merchants sold animals in the outer 
courtyards of the Temple, and this was big business! And, because people 
came from many places, or had money that was minted locally, there 
needed to be currency exchange at the Temple, too. Those were the 
moneychangers. You can imagine how important these industries were 
to the life and existence of the Temple. Without the animal merchants 
and the moneychangers, the economy of the Temple would collapse 
completely, and the Temple could no longer exist. So when Jesus came 
along and knocked over the tables and kicked out the merchants, that 
was going to cause a huge problem. 

John put that incident at the beginning of his Gospel, because he 
was making a fundamental theological statement. When Jesus drove the 
animals out of the Temple, overturned the tables of the moneychangers, 
and demanded the end of buying and selling, he was announcing the end 
of this way of relating to God. Jesus’s sacrifice of himself on the cross and 
his resurrection was the ultimate sacrifice, a final atonement for all sins, 
ultimate redemption for all. John’s account of this event was a testimony 
that God’s mercy in Christ could be found outside rather than inside the 
Temple. God’s grace and mercy was found in Christ, no longer in the 
sacrifices in the Temple. The Temple was not necessary any more. That 
was a powerful and very comforting message for the people of the late-1st 
Century who were still recovering from the Temple having been 
destroyed some twenty years earlier.   

So, how does all this relate to us in the 21st Century? How does this 
speak to us in our modern Christian life? I think one of the ways it does 
is that it tells us that the church, the place, the location of our “temple” 
is not just a destination where we receive spiritual things. Of course, we 
come here for spiritual renewal. We come to worship God, offer praises to 
him, offer up our prayers, and receive renewal and restoration. Through 
the sacraments, we encounter the divine. But that’s not the end of it. Our 
encounter with the divine allows us to leave this place as people sent 
forth to meet and partner with God in everyday life—to proclaim to the 
world that they are loved by God and that God continues to walk with us 
in our journeys of life. 
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The new Temple of Christ’s body, the Church is to be a witness of 
God’s love to the world. Yesterday, we welcomed the wider community 
and leaders in our civil government to our temple in order to be an 
advocate for the people in our nation who would be hurt by changes to 
new federal tax laws. It was not meant to bash particular people or 
support any political party, but rather it was to be an advocate for those 
voices that might go unheard or ignored. It was way to proclaim that we 
are our brothers’ and our sisters’ keepers. The Church can’t just be a 
place where we worship, it must also be a house of prayer for all people 
and a place that speaks out when someone’s dignity and respect are 
threatened. The church must proclaim that leaving the hungry unfed or 
the naked unclothed or the sick and the elderly without health insurance, 
or the vulnerable without adequate support, or the poor without means 
to care for themselves and their children—the Church must proclaim 
that this is not acceptable and speak out in the name of Christ. If we can’t 
be embodiments of the sacraments we receive in here, then why do we do 
what we do? Why do we come here week after week? Why do we come to 
get refreshed, renewed, and restored? We come so that we can both carry 
the cross of Jesus and bear the light of Christ. Oh yes, we come here when 
we are downtrodden. We come here to have the cross lifted for a moment 
and we come here to rekindle the light, so that we can go back out and 
spread the gospel in what we say and what we do. 

We are the Church. We are the temple. Through us, bring the 
message of Jesus Christ, a message of dignity, respect, refreshment, 
renewal, and restoration. Through us, we help the world see that God’s 
grace and mercy is real and present, not just in the physical temple, but 
everywhere. Amen. 
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