
Sermon for Lent 2B 
Sunday, February 25, 2018 

“Take up the cross” 

Text: Mark 8:31-38 

I speak to you in the name of the one true God:  Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit.  Amen. 

Jesus called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any 
want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their 
cross and follow me.” 

Today’s gospel lesson speaks directly to us plainly, succinctly, and 
directly. Just as Jesus spoke to his disciples plainly, he speaks to us to be 
good, persistent disciples. As we go into this the second week of Lent, 
today’s gospel gives us a call to action and the encouragement to press on. 
It starts out with Jesus foretelling what is to come to his disciples: that 
he must undergo suffering, rejection, and finally death, but after three 
days rise again. Then Peter, blessed Peter, bless his heart, responds by 
trying to rebuke Jesus. He tried to shame Jesus, but Jesus came right 
back and shamed him. “Get behind me, Satan!” You see, Peter fell into a 
trap that most of us fall into: we get all hung up on the little things; we 
are often short-sighted. When things don’t go our way or when life throws 
a wrinkle in our plans, we get bent all out of shape. We get anxious, 
nervous, reactionary, impatient. We want things to happen now. Or, we 
don’t want to change; we want everything to remain the same. But Jesus 
was talking to his disciples about a wider future. Jesus invited them to 
imagine new possibilities. In Jesus’s immediate future lay his passion 
and death, but the long-range plan included resurrection and eternal 
salvation for humanity. 

The message that Jesus was trying to convey was that if we lead 
the kind of life that he invites us to lead, there will be a future. The 
journey won’t always be easy. We will have crosses to bear. There will be 
mountains to climb. There will be stumbling blocks in the way, but if we 
keep our eye on the prize, God can bring us to a place in our lives that 
will be better, greater, more complete than we could ever have imagined. 
The disciples could not see that at the time; they needed to have a little 
faith. We usually don’t understand why God brings us to certain 
junctures in our journey. We often ask the question, “How could God let 
this happen?” Maybe whatever it is that happened just did—a natural 
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disaster or a bad choice by a human being that hurt a lot of people or you 
yourself—but God always has a purpose, God always has a greater plan. 
If we just bear our cross today, God will lead us to an unexpectedly bright 
tomorrow with healing and peace. 

For us, that is a call to action. Jesus knew the cross he was to bear 
on the road toward Calvary, but his ultimate mission was clear. He also 
told his disciples to have faith as they to take up their crosses, because a 
greater mission was at stake. They had some gospel spreading to do. 
After mass this morning, I’m going to ask you to stay a few extra minutes 
so we can begin a discussion. Starting today and for the weeks of Lent, 
you will be asked to think about our future. The vestry and I together are 
visioning for our future, about the mission we are called to do, and we 
want you to be a part of that visioning. We are going to be focusing on the 
question, “What does God want to happen here at All Saints? Where are 
our responses to God’s call to us here, where are those responses strong, 
and where do those responses need strengthening?” In other words, why 
are we here, why do we do what we do, and what else might God be 
inviting us to do. What crosses are we being invited to take up? The road 
may not be easy. Thinking about our future will ask us to come out of our 
comfort zones, but if we keep our eye on the prize—after we think about 
what that prize is—God will bring us to something new, stronger, and 
better. 

We have a gospel message to proclaim. We have a gospel message 
to share. We don’t need to be ashamed about it.  Today’s gospel lesson is 
sandwiched between two miracles of sight: the healing of the blind man 
at the pool of Bethsaida just before and the healing of Bartimaeus, who 
was also blind, a while after. Jesus gave sight to the blind, yet between 
those two great events, the disciples failed to see the insight that Jesus 
gave them about who he was and what he was sent to do.  We need not 
be blind to Christ’s message to us; we just need to pray for vision for the 
way forward, and the courage to take up the cross and head in that 
direction.  Sometimes it takes a leap of faith and trust in God. I saw lots 
of rolled eyes when I told people that I was leaving medical practice to 
become a priest, but when life’s crosses were put on my back, I kept 
following Christ to Calvary.  When I failed tests, lost jobs, had no money 
to pay rent, or was faced with challenges to my health, I kept following 
Christ to Calvary.  I kept following Christ to Calvary, because I knew 
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what was on the other side, and I made it through. As we think about 
who we are and who we might become, as we think about where we are 
and where else we could possibly be, let us never lose sight of God without 
whose help we could never accomplish the great work he wants us to do. 

Lent is about recognizing that we can’t go it alone. We can try. We 
can take matters into our own hands, and we might very well accomplish 
something. But if we recognize that God is walking alongside us in our 
journey, then our cross will be so much easier to bear. There is good news 
in letting go and letting God through Christ lead us to Calvary, because 
although there was a cross and crucifixion up there, there would also be 
an empty tomb next to it further down the line. Faith and endurance will 
push us all from our Calvaries to our empty tombs. Amen. 


