
Sermon for Last Epiphany 
Sunday, February 11, 2018 

“The Transfiguration: Visible, Loving, Intimate” 

Text: Mark 9:2-9 

I speak to you in the name of the one true God:  Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit.  Amen. 

What was The Transfiguration? By definition, transfiguration is ‘a 
change in form or appearance.’ In the life of Jesus, The Transfiguration 
was a moment when his true identity was once again revealed to 
humanity. At The Transfiguration, Jesus’s form changed to reveal who 
he was and who he would become. That which was hidden from humanity 
was again revealed in full glory. It is no accident that we celebrate The 
Transfiguration at the end of the season of Epiphany, because The 
Transfiguration is an epiphany event. It is the high point of events that 
began with the Baptism of Jesus and ended with The Ascension. The 
Transfiguration has elements of both, too. A voice came from heaven 
saying, “This is my Son, the Beloved,” and that we are to listen to him. 
Like at his baptism, Jesus appeared in his full glory, and he would again 
at his ascension. The Transfiguration revealed Jesus as the fulfillment of 
the ancient scriptures. Standing with Jesus at The Transfiguration were 
Moses and Elijah; Moses who brought the law to the Hebrews, and Elijah 
who was the greatest of the Hebrew prophets. The Transfiguration 
reached back. It reached back to the patriarchs and prophets of old. Like 
Moses standing before the presence of God in the burning bush on Mt. 
Sinai, Jesus stood on a high mountain “and his clothes became dazzling 
white.” The Transfiguration was a foreshadowing—a foreshadowing of 
what was to come in his death, resurrection, and ascension. Like Elijah, 
Jesus would be taken up into the heavens. The Transfiguration was a 
moment in which the fullness of the Godhead—Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit—was once again revealed to humanity. 

But what characterizes the Transfiguration? How could one 
describe The Transfiguration? The Transfiguration was visual; the 
Transfiguration was amorous; and, the Transfiguration was intimate. It 
was visual; it happened in plain sight, there were witnesses—Peter, 
James, & John—and it was big! It was a showcase, it was magnificent, 
and it was a dazzling spectacle intended for Jesus to be seen. I find it 
interesting and ironic how in the story of the Transfiguration, God 
showcased Christ in splendor and dazzling garments, to an small group 
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of Jesus’s friends to make a public statement about who he is, but then 
Jesus tells them not to tell anyone. I think Jesus was using reverse 
psychology. First Century Judeans are no different from us; if we know a 
secret, we have to tell somebody. The story is described in the three 
synoptic Gospels—Matthew, Mark, and Luke—so, clearly they didn’t 
listen. The Transfiguration was amorous. God felt unparalleled love for 
the one called The Son, and he wanted to declare it. This was a moment 
where God called attention to Jesus in his glory and gave a glimpse of his 
ultimate purpose in his resurrection that would open the door to the 
divine and allow us to share in the resurrected life of Jesus the Christ. 
Finally, The Transfiguration was intimate. Jesus brought his closest 
friends with him to reveal himself to them for a moment that echoed two 
other intimate moments when God became intimate with humans: Moses 
on Mt. Sinai when he met God in the burning bush and the intimate 
moment between Elisha and Elijah just before he was taken by the Lord 
in a whirlwind. The Transfiguration was God’s way of showing that he 
was real, present, loving, and very personal. 

So much of what we encounter as we journey through the Holy 
Scripture week after week can be easily interpreted as marching orders 
for us to go out into the world and do something, but the Transfiguration 
is for us to enjoy and bask in God’s glory. God wants us to see him as he 
is, revealed for all the world to see a God who moves and manifests 
himself to us over and over again in the faces of his children, in the things 
we do and the people we are. We are the image of God, and so God reveals 
himself constantly through us. Secondly, God reveals his love for 
humanity in our own lives and in our own time. So much of what we see 
and hear in the world and about the world is negative, disturbing, and 
disappointing, but in the midst of all that, women and men break through 
and show the love of God manifested in the transfigured Christ in the 
things that people do for each other, in the achievements we make, in the 
ways that we inspire each other, and in the ways that we overcome 
adversity and survive. Finally, God is intimate with us. Most humans do 
not get to encounter the divine in the same way as did Moses, Elijah, 
Elisha, and Jesus’s close friends—through a direct revelation of God 
himself, but God reveals himself through us who are his image. In the 
Transfiguration, God declares to us that Jesus the Christ is his beloved 
Son and that we should listen to him. We should listen to his words so 
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that we will be lights to the world through him, because Christ dwells 
intimately within each and every one of us, and the more closely, the 
better we can listen to him, the more we will be like him. 

The story of the Transfiguration is for us to take in, to bask in its 
glory and splendor, its intimacy, and its declaration of love, because life 
isn’t always pretty, life isn’t always fair. Life throws us lemons as often 
as it gives us lemonade. But by the risen Christ foreshadowed in the 
Transfiguration, we are strengthened to bear our crosses, conditioned to 
climb our mountains, empowered to persevere, and ultimately, to be 
changed into his likeness from glory to glory. Amen. 
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“Commentary on Mark 9:2-9,” in http://www.workingpreacher.org/ 
preaching.aspx?commentary_id=2341 


