
Sermon for Independence Day 
Tuesday, July 4, 2017 

“The Responsibility of Freedom” 

Text:  Matthew 5:38-48 

I speak to you in the name of the one true God:  Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit.  Amen. 

I am pleased to see that you all have been moved on this 
Independence Day to begin your celebration of this national holiday in 
God’s House. There are many churches whose doors are closed today—no 
masses, no services are happening today, but it is good that we’re here 
and it’s good that we are making time for God to be in our lives. 

It was the French writer Alexis de Tocqueville who said this after 
visiting America in 1831: 

“I sought for the greatness of the United States in her commodious 
harbors, her ample rivers, her fertile fields, and boundless forests--
and it was not there. I sought for it in her rich mines, her vast world 
commerce, her public school system, and in her institutions of 
higher learning--and it was not there. I looked for it in her 
democratic Congress and her matchless Constitution--and it was 
not there. Not until I went into the churches of America and heard 
her pulpits flame with righteousness did I understand the secret of 
her genius and power. America is great because America is good, 
and if America ever ceases to be good, America will cease to be 
great!” 

So, why are we here this morning?  We’re here because we are people of 
prayer and faith, and we have come in order to pray for our great nation, 
its leaders, and its people.  We’re not here to criticize the government—
good or bad.  We’re not even here to sing a bunch of patriotic songs—
that’s what 4th of July parades are for.  We just heard the words of Jesus 
when he said, “Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 
so that you may be children of your Father in heaven; for he makes his 
sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the righteous and 
on the unrighteous.”  We’re all living in this world and somehow, we have 
to manage to live in it together.  Not an easy task, in the least.  We are 
here to worship God and to pray, and the focus of our prayer today is our 
nation.  We have to be careful; it’s so easy to turn worship done on 
national holidays into worship of the state, veneration of the flag, and a 
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time to sing the praises of this land.  Just two days ago, we were warned 
about being slaves to worldly things and letting those things be the 
masters of our lives; when we come to this place, it’s all about God being 
the great master of all of us. 

We live in a world quite different from the one Jesus lived in.  They 
didn’t have a constitution.  They weren’t protected by a Bill of Rights.  
They didn’t elect the people who govern them.  There were no checks and 
balances between branches of government.  It was a  top-down hierarchy 
and they lived at the whim of the people in power in ways that we may 
not always comprehend.  And, they couldn’t criticize the government in 
the ways that we often do in our time and place.  Jesus’s words would 
have been very hard to hear for people living in Roman-ruled Judea, 
because at any moment, the forces of power could come in and crush them.  
We live in a time and place where the power dynamic is quite different—
not perfect, not without its problems—but different.  Yet, there are people 
in the world today who do live in places very much like that of Jesus’s 
time, and we must be mindful of that and always pray for the state of the 
world.  Most of the world does not live with the expectations of the 
freedoms that we are supposed to have. 

However, freedom comes with responsibility.  If I can offer one 
complaint this morning, it’s that American society has moved to a point 
where we think it’s ok to say whatever is on our mind.  Freedom of speech 
is interpreted as license to open the floodgates and blurt out everything 
we feel about anybody and even to do just about anything we want to do, 
as an expression of who we are.  You know what I’m talking about. 
Facebook, internet news, tv news, newspapers, Twitter, and the 
telephone.  We are constantly being bombarded by people who want to 
say and do all kinds of things, because we are free and we have the right 
to say and do anything we want. 

But, freedom comes with responsibility.  Freedom means having 
choices—the freedom to choose wisely or to choose poorly.  At every level 
we expect to have the freedom to choose wisely or poorly.  Whether we 
live under a cardboard box on the streets or in The White House, we have 
the freedom to make wise choices or poor choices, and God “sends rain on 
the righteous and on the unrighteous.”  In the eyes of God, we’re all the 
same, and the words of Jesus are like a gauntlet that has been thrown to 
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the ground.  Everyone deserves love and respect, because we are all 
children of God.  The words of Jesus are calling us to be radical, different, 
and better.  He is telling us to rise above the ways of the world and act in 
a way that reflects his love for all of his creation—to be perfect as the 
heavenly Father is perfect. 

For us, here this morning, that means that we pray for the good 
health of our nation, that we pray for our leaders that they will make 
wise choices and not bad ones.  That’s not as easy as it seems, because 
whatever any leader chooses will benefit some and not others.  Some will 
like their choice and others will not.  Nevertheless, we pray that our 
leaders will make choices that will benefit the greatest number of people 
living in this country.  We pray for our states, we pray for our cities, and 
we pray for the people living in them.  We pray for justice and a spirit of 
respect for all people living in this country, and for those who want to live 
in this country. 

241 years ago, a group of men declared that “all men are created 
equal, that they are endowed by their creator with certain unalienable 
rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.”  
We’ve had our struggles in the years that followed to make sure that that 
declaration applies to everybody—and the struggle is still going on.  But 
if we can heed the words of Jesus in loving and respecting everybody, 
praying even for those who do us wrong—that God will turn their 
hearts—then we will continue to be the “good” people that Alexis de 
Tocqueville wrote about and, God-willing, bring this this nation and the 
world one step closer to the kingdom in which God is the supreme ruler 
in glory everlasting.  Amen. 
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