
Sermon for The Great Vigil 
Saturday, April 20, 2019 

“From Servanthood to Kingship” 

I speak to you in the name of the one true God:  Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

The Holy Triduum is the journey from servanthood to kingship. 
Jesus showed us that in order to show real power, it is necessary to 
become like the people being served. In order to lead from darkness into 
light, it is necessary to be part of the experience itself. In order to save 
humanity from eternal death, Jesus had to become one like us and die 
like us in order to lead us to have eternal life. If only our human leaders 
could lead so boldly! If only our leaders felt what their people felt, 
endured what their people endured, understood how the people they lead 
live from day to day, then our world would be more like what God 
imagines and how Jesus told us it could be. If only leaders today could 
stop pontificating, acting as if they know better than anyone else, and 
lead as if they were a servant. And I’m not just talking about civic and 
government leaders. I mean church leaders, ministry leaders, parents, 
mentors, even friends giving “friendly” advice. If we only put each other 
into each others’ shoes, if we were willing to share anothers’ experience, 
then we would all be better off. 

The Holy Triduum is the journey from Jesus’s servanthood to his 
kingship. The ultimate act of servanthood was his willingness to endure 
torture, suffer crucifixion, and die on the Cross in order to save all of 
humanity. He was the ultimate scapegoat for our sins and sinfulness, but 
after he did that, he defeated death and the grave and rose to new life. 
He burst open the gates of Hell and saved those who had gone before. I 
would be remiss while we worship by this ancient liturgy tonight if I did 
not offer some words from the great fathers of the early church. As St. 
John Chrysostom said: 

[Jesus] destroyed Hades when He descended into it. He put it into 
an uproar even as it tasted of His flesh. Isaias foretold this when he 
said, “You, O Hell, have been troubled by encountering Him below.” 

Hell was in an uproar because it was done away with. 
It was in an uproar because it is mocked. 
It was in an uproar, for it is destroyed. 
It is in an uproar, for it is annihilated. 
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It is in an uproar, for it is now made captive. 
Hell took a body, and discovered God. 
It took earth, and encountered Heaven. 
It took what it saw, and was overcome by what it did not see. 
O death, where is thy sting? 
O Hades, where is thy victory? 
 
Christ is Risen, and you, O death, are annihilated! 
Christ is Risen, and the evil ones are cast down! 
Christ is Risen, and the angels rejoice! 
Christ is Risen, and life is liberated! 
Christ is Risen, and the tomb is emptied of its dead; for Christ 

having risen from the dead, is become the first-fruits of those who have 
fallen asleep. 

Tonight is about culmination of Jesus Christ’s victorious journey 
from servanthood to kingship. Our resurrected Lord appeared to Mary 
Magdalene and his disciples so that they could tell the story of his victory 
to the rest of the world. But it didn’t stop then, and it doesn’t stop here. 
We’re supposed to tell the story as well. In the words of St. Leo the Great 

These thoughts, dearly-beloved, must be kept in mind not only for 
the Easter festival, but also for the sanctification of the whole life, and to 
this our present exercise ought to be directed, that what has delighted 
the souls of the faithful by the experience of a short observance may pass 
into a habit and remain unalterably, and if any fault creep in, it may be 
destroyed by speedy repentance. And because the cure of old-standing 
diseases is slow and difficult, remedies should be applied early, when the 
wounds are fresh, so that rising ever anew from all downfalls, we may 
deserve to attain to the incorruptible Resurrection of our glorified flesh 
in Christ Jesus our Lord, Who lives and reigns with the Father and the 
Holy Ghost for ever and ever. 

Jesus showed us that true power and authority don’t require 
degrees, or titles, or lots of money; it just requires loving each other, 
sometimes even tough love, but love nonetheless. If we are to be a part of 
the Jesus Movement, as our Presiding Bishop Michael Curry always calls 
us, then we have to walk in that love as Christ loved us. Thanks be to 
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God that we proclaim the Risen Christ. Alleluia, Christ is risen! The Lord 
is risen indeed, Alleluia! 
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