
Sermon for the Feast of the BVM 
Sunday, August 13, 2017 
“Living the Magnificat” 

Text: Luke 1:46-55  

I speak to you in the name of the one true God:  Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit.  Amen. 

I like the TV Network known as TCM, which stands for Turner 
Classic Movies, because I like watching old movies.  I like especially the 
movies with great legends like Bette Davis, Joan Crawford, Katherine 
Hepburn, Lena Horne, and many others.  These leading ladies bring to 
their roles examples of heroism, strength, and courage.  The Church has 
its own leading lady, whom we celebrate today, the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
Mother of God.  The Church has venerated Mary since its earliest days.  
The Church has venerated her because she was highly favored by God, 
chosen to be the vessel by which he would become human.  Mary is 
venerated because she said, “Yes,” to God’s invitation; an unmarried 
young teenager, she risked her own health and her reputation in the 
community to accept God’s high calling to her.  Accepting God’s call to us 
often means taking a risk, but God had chosen her and he blessed her 
with the strength and courage to take on the challenge and succeed.  In 
doing so, she participated in the work of salvation.  Mary has always been 
an example to us, because she was human like we are, and she showed 
us that we need not be afraid to say “Yes” to God.  And one of her greatest 
gifts is her song—we know it as the Magnificat.  It is the Gospel lesson 
for this day.  Her song is her statement of faith in a God who has always 
been faithful to his people, but even more than that, her song isn’t just a 
statement of the way things are, but a proclamation of the way things 
could be.  The Magnificat offers a ray of hope that the kingdom of God is 
indeed possible. 

“My soul magnifies the Lord.”  The first thing Mary does is she gives 
praise to God, and she doesn’t just praise him, she magnifies him, she 
blows him up, her soul proclaims that he is real and even more 
magnificent than one could imagine.  And because of that her spirit 
rejoices in God, the Savior. When we recognize the magnificence of God, 
we can do nothing else but rejoice, because we understand that there is 
something bigger than ourselves, and no matter what can stand in our 
path, the almighty God will help us overcome it, or if something good is 
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in our path, God helps us recognize that it is to become a part of the 
journey. 

“For he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant.”  Mary was 
a human being, one of God’s creation, born in the image of God, yet 
considered worthy to bear God himself in her womb and become the 
instrument by which he would take on his humanity. Do we recognize 
when God looks upon us with his favor, when he blesses us, despite our 
lowliness?  Do we accept with courage the things he asks us to do? 

“Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; for the Mighty 
One has done great things for me, and holy is his name.” When the 
archangel Gabriel greeted Mary at the Annunciation, he said, “Hail, full 
of grace.”  Through his messenger, God told Mary that she was, is, and 
always will be full of grace. Elizabeth, upon receiving Mary’s visit, said 
Mary was blessed among women; she, too, proclaimed that Mary was, is, 
and always shall be called blessed, because Mary selfless act of love for 
God would make her a participant in God’s work of salvation. 

“His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation.”  
From ancient times, the Hebrew people knew about God’s mercy—his 
chesed—God’s ever-present, unrelenting faithfulness to be in the lives of 
his people, to follow them in the pathways of life, and to pursue them to 
faithfulness and righteousness.  God had not only proven this to be the 
case time and time again throughout history, but God was about to give 
the world his ultimate act of mercy: Jesus Christ as its savior and 
redeemer. 

“He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the 
thoughts of their hearts. He has brought down the powerful from their 
thrones, and lifted up the lowly.”  Life wasn’t easy for Mary and her 
people living in Judea back then.  The Roman Empire occupied their land.  
The Judeans did not have full control of their destiny, they did not govern 
themselves, and whatever power they had was usually controlled in the 
background by Rome.  Taxes were high, tensions were high. They looked 
to God to send a messiah who would turn things around, set things right, 
and restore the great Kingdom of Israel.  But God doesn’t always give us 
what we need in the way we expect.  The Messiah turned out not to be 
the sword wielding warrior king they were expecting, but the Prince of 
Peace. Through Mary, God came into a broken, shattered, and unjust 
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world to show us who he really is, and to show us what the kingdom could 
look like.  He entered a world that was badly in need of a savior, redeemer, 
and reconciler. 

Our own world isn’t very different in some ways.  We continue to 
fall into the trap of our egos, our self-centeredness, our greed, and our 
need to hold on to whatever power we think we have.  On Friday, we 
witnessed in our own nation that we are caught in the grip of egos, greed, 
and self-proclaimed power.  We saw the ugly face of hatred, racism, and 
self-centered delusions down in Charlottesville, Virginia in what was to 
be a rally of white supremacists and neo-Nazis, claiming that they 
wanted to take back this country, claiming to be exercising their right to 
free speech.  Any message of hatred, exclusion, and disrespect to the 
dignity of another human being is unacceptable. It is not ok.  Freedom 
comes at a great price and with great responsibility.  Just because we 
have the constitiutional right to free speech doesn’t give us license to say 
anything we want.  Just because we can, doesn’t mean we should.  And 
it’s up to us, who proclaim the liberating message of Jesus to say that 
hatred, bigotry, and disrespect will not be tolerated.  Many of our 
colleagues and friends in the church, particularly clergy and laity in the 
Diocese of Virginia, did just that; they stood in the face of danger and 
took a stand.  They proclaimed that Jesus is Lord and echoed Mary’s song 
that the proud will be scattered in their conceit and that the humble and 
meek shall be lifted up.  When we are faced with terrible face of power, 
greed, bigotry, hatred, and evil, Mary’s song reminds us that something 
better is possible—the kingdom of God is possible right here on earth 
through love and faithfulness to God in Jesus Christ. 

“He has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away 
empty.”  Mary knew that God is the great provider.  Everything we need, 
God gives it to us, anything from food to sustain us to the gifts necessary 
to do what he asks of us.  But this phrase from Mary’s song reminds us 
that God is in the business of turning things around.  When things in life 
seem to be dark and there doesn’t seem to be a way out, God can turn 
things around; we need to give him a chance to do so.  Often it requires 
patience and endurance; we lose hope because we are impatient with God.  
But Mary’s song tells us not to give up, never stop hoping.  No matter 
what things get thrown in our pathway of life, to keep believing, because 
God will handle the situation. 



4 

“He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, 
according to the promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham, and to 
his descendents forever.”  God remembered the promise he had made long 
ago to Abraham to be faithful and merciful.  Mary was part of that in 
being the Mother of God, the God-bearer, the Theotokos, and in so doing, 
she participated in the salvation, reconciliation, and liberation of God’s 
people, even to the present day, and for all time to come.  We need to 
remember that God remembers, and we need to trust that he will be 
faithful to us as he has been faithful to his people since ancient times.  
When we encounter stumbling blocks like Charlottesville or anything 
else, know that God is faithful and just.  We can hang onto the words of 
the Magnificat to give us strength and to give us hope. 

Mary’s song is her gift to us as our Holy Mother. Mary is an example 
of how ordinary folk like us can participate in the work of God, and that 
if we remain faithful to him, we will, like Mary, enjoy eternal happiness 
with him.  No matter what befalls us in this life, we should have a song 
to sing.  Thank God for Mary and her example to us.  Hail Mary, full of 
grace.  Blessed art thou amongst women, and blessed is the fruit of thy 
womb, Jesus.  Amen. 
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