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“Love, do good, bless, and pray” 

Text: Luke 6:27-38 

I speak to you in the name of the one true God:  Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit.  Amen. 

If there’s something people think they know about Christians is 
that we are the ones who turn the other cheek—supposedly. But in this 
day and age that doesn’t seem to be the way we or anybody else want to 
act. We don’t like others getting the best of us. We don’t like for somebody 
else to have the upper hand. We don’t like others thinking that we are 
weak. So what are the teachings of Jesus really trying to tell us in this 
gospel lesson? 

I hope you remember last week’s Gospel from the beginning of 
Chapter 6 of Luke in which we heard the words of Jesus’ Sermon on the 
Plain. “Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of 
God. Blessed are you who are hungry now, for you will be filled. Blessed 
are you who weep now, for you will laugh. Blessed are you when people 
hate you, and when they exclude you, revile you, and defame you on 
account of the Son of Man. Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, for surely 
your reward is great in heaven.” Jesus offered powerful words of hope for 
people who lived in pretty troubled times. Judeans were living under the 
rule of the Roman Empire. Although they had a king, he was a puppet of 
the Roman governor. The people who needed to hear Jesus’ message the 
most found themselves caught between the thumbs of their civic rulers 
and the index fingers of their religious leaders. Jesus’ empowering words 
from the midst of the plain gave them hope that someday life would get 
better, if not in their lifetime, certainly in the glorious afterlife. But what 
should people living in such despair and oppression do until things did, 
in fact, get better? That’s where today’s gospel lesson picks up. 

The advice that Jesus gave was cautiously radical, boldly 
unconventional, and possibly unimaginable. Love your enemies. Do good 
to those who hate you. Bless those who curse you. Pray for those who 
abuse you. Because despite their actions at a given moment, there’s one 
thing that enemies, haters, cursers, and abusers have in common: they’re 
all people just like you and I. They’re all people with hopes, dreams, 
ambitions, passions, and ideas about the way things ought to be, but may 
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find themselves in a situation where things are not as they think they 
ought to be. Jesus was challenging his listeners to act in a way vastly 
different from the way people usually act, to react differently from the 
way the world usually acts, to become a different kind of human being—
a human being who not only respects everyone, but one who strives to 
stay in relationship with one another. 

We don’t live in the time or place when and where Jesus lived. By 
our standards, Jesus lived in a third-world dictatorship. We live in the 
modern, developed world, but the problems that we face in our own time 
are similar. We have to deal with many of the same -isms that Jesus and 
his contemporaries would have encountered: sexism, racism, classism. 
And we have others that we must face. The message that we are being 
told in this morning’s gospel lesson is the same. We are to search deep in 
our hearts to a place of love, compassion, respect, and care. Just imagine 
if we ran our own lives and our world doing the things that Jesus asked 
us to do! This would be a very different world. Many of the conflicts that 
we see happening in the world would not happen, if only governments 
and regimes were willing to sit down at the table of diplomacy. If only 
civic leaders would act in a way that benefitted the people more than just 
attempts to get re-elected. If only we could face the conflicts in our own 
personal lives in the way that Jesus directed us to do! Our lives and this 
world would be a much better place to live. 

See, Jesus was trying to point out that even though we have so 
much to look forward to in the coming kingdom of God, we still have to 
deal with life in the here and now. Adversity and despair will not 
disappear, they are just a part of life, so we have to learn how to deal with 
the rocky road of life. Living life without love and forgiveness will mean 
that we will remain stuck in a life of darkness and hopelessness. Just 
imagine what an amazing moment that must have been when Joseph 
forgave his brothers, as in the story from Genesis. Joseph had the power 
to enact revenge, he could have gotten even, but he didn’t. Jesus preached 
that in order for us to live in the image of the true God, we need to love, 
do good, bless, and pray, not just toward the folks we like, but also those 
who do us wrong, who harm us, those who act in a way that we don’t 
expect. We don’t always know the full story behind a person’s actions—
not justifying someone’s bad actions or crime—but realizing that behind 
every action is a human being trying to live life. Sometimes one’s attempt 
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will conflict with someone else’s. That’s when we have to heed the 
powerful words of Jesus to love, do good, bless, and pray, so that we can 
bring our own lives and this world a little closer to God’s kingdom here 
on earth. Amen. 


