
Sermon for Epiphany 5A 
Sunday, February 5, 2017 

“Let your light shine” 

Text: Matthew 5:13-20 

I speak to you in the name of the one true God:  Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit.  Amen. 

“Let your light shine before others so that they may see your good 
works and give glory to your Father in heaven.”  I hope you remember 
what the gospel was about last week.  Does anyone remember?  Do you 
remember it was the Beatitudes from Jesus’s Sermon on the Mount.  And 
remember that I talked about having a “be” attitude.  In the Beatitudes, 
Jesus described a number of situations in which those who were poor, 
downtrodden, hungry, and persecuted would be rewarded, lifted up, fed, 
and glorified.  I also said that our responsibility was to make sure that 
those folks would be rewarded, lifted up, fed, and glorified.  It was a 
lesson in discipleship. 

Today we continue with the Sermon on the Mount.  What’s different 
about today’s encounter with Jesus’s sermon is that today, he gets more 
specific. And he doesn’t just get more specific, in this part of the Sermon 
on the Mount, Jesus gets all up in your face.  “You are the salt of the 
earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be restored?  It 
is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out and trampled under foot.”  
Oh, just wait!  We get three weeks of the Sermon on the Mount; this is 
Week #2.  Jesus is just getting started.  Just wait until next week!  But 
in today’s segment from his sermon, he likens his disciples—that means 
us too—to salt and to light.  If salt loses its taste or if light is hidden, it 
is useless.   

I guess most of us have a microwave oven in our kitchens, right?  
Microwave ovens are very useful to have, because you can heat your food 
really quickly or you can heat water for tea or coffee or other liquids.  You 
can use it to melt things like butter quickly.  But have you ever tried to 
heat a piece of chicken or steak or bread, but you leave it in just a little 
too long.  That meat comes out tasting like rubber and bread—Lord!—it’s 
like a hockey puck.  But have you ever noticed that if you put something 
salty or highly seasoned in the microwave, if you leave it in too long, not 
only does the food feel like rubber, but it isn’t salty anymore.  You have 
to throw it in the garbage; it is useless.  If microwave ovens had been 
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around in Jesus’ time, I bet he would have included it in his Sermon on 
the Mount.  The bottom line is that we have a responsibility as disciples 
of Jesus Christ, and if we squander that responsibility, if we just sit on 
our laurels and do nothing, we are useless as disciples.  We will be as 
ineffective as a stew without salt or a lamp without a lightbulb.  It isn’t 
enough just to be good or pious or devout. 

See, Jesus had a bone to pick with the Jews of his day, particularly 
the Pharisees and the scribes.  They were going around dressing up in 
their Sabbath best, wearing prayer boxes, called phylacteries, on their 
heads.  Basically, they were trying to show off how devout and pious they 
were, but it was for show.  They cared aobut the outside appearance, not 
what was on the inside, and they weren’t interested in helping out those 
in need.  They cared more about going through the motions and showing 
off how well they knew the Law, but they weren’t being sincere about it. 
Jesus was pointing out that what’s outside is not important; it’s what’s 
inside.  He recognized that there is a light that burns from within, and 
it’s that light that should shine through the lives we lead and the things 
we do.  This wasn’t a new concept either.  This is what had already been 
commanded and asked of the people of God.  Jesus himself even said he 
didn’t come to abolish the law, but to fulfill it.  He wasn’t trying to found 
a new religion, he was trying to improve on the old one. 

The same thing that was happening in Jesus’s time is happening 
today.  There are Christians who make the means the end.  There are 
people who are so into the liturgy and worship that it becomes their focus.  
It’s more about the liturgy, getting it right, doing what we’re supposed to 
do because “the rules,” or some book says you should, but rather how we 
incorporate the passion of worship in our day-to-day lives. 

That is the message and charge for us today.  It’s ok to be passionate 
about what goes on in here, but if we don’t carry that passion with us to 
make this world see a glimpse of heaven through us, then there’s no point 
in doing what we do in here.  We are the salt of the earth.  Let’s show the 
world how delicious God is.  As you are fed by the Spirit of God today and 
as you encounter his real presence, carry the light of Christ with you.  
“Let your light shine before others so that they may see your good works 
and give glory to your Father in heaven.”  Amen. 


