
Sermon for Epiphany 3B 
Sunday, January 21, 2018 

“Listen. God is asking you to follow him.” 

Text: Mark 1:14-20 

I speak to you in the name of the one true God:  Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit.  Amen. 

Listen. God is calling you. Imagine giving up everything you have 
and everyone you love—leaving your family, your livelihood, your home—
to follow someone you hardly know. That’s exactly what Simon (Peter), 
his brother Andrew, and the two brothers James and John sons of 
Zebedee did. They were fisherman on the Sea of Galilee until one day 
Jesus came along and said to them, “Follow me.” Perhaps they were lured 
by the adventure of traveling to places far and wide, at a time in the 1st 
Century AD when people rarely left their own villages and towns and 
travel was difficult, dangerous, and on foot. One can’t help but wonder 
what it was about Jesus that compelled them to give up everything to 
follow him, but whatever the circumstances, whatever their reasons were, 
these men took a leap of faith and said “Yes” to Jesus’s invitation to fish 
for people. 

Listen. God is calling you. Whenever today’s gospel passage comes 
around it gives us the chance to ask ourselves, “What is God calling me 
to do?”. Each and every one of us has been called or is being called. God’s 
invitation goes beyond merely believing and worshiping, although that is 
part of it, but influences every aspect of our lives. We often throw the 
word “call” around when we talk about ordained ministry or ministry 
within the church, but even our careers and the things we do in our spare 
time could be manifestations of God’s calling. The question we should ask 
is: “What is God calling me to do, and how am I responding to that call?” 
The process toward answering those questions requires prayer in order 
to hear God’s voice more clearly, looking inwardly to discover where your 
passions lie, and reaching outwardly to test if others can envision that 
call in you. God speaks to us through others, often times while they are 
unaware. Listen. God is calling you. 

We have our annual parish meeting later today. This will be an 
opportunity to listen for God’s call to you. Perhaps something will pique 
your interest or excite you. That’s when you should inquire about it. 
Perhaps I or somebody else will approach you and say, “I think you might 
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be good at ____.” “Would you consider serving on this committee.” There’s 
a lot that goes on around here and it takes a lot of work and a lot of 
people’s help in order to make ministry happen here at All Saints, 
whether it’s in here or out in the community. Listen and read about the 
things that we’re already doing here and ask yourself, “How can I help 
out?” Equally as important is if you see that we’re not doing something 
that might be an opportunity for ministry. There is plenty of room to start 
something new. Listen. God is calling you. 

How is God saying “Follow me!” to you? If you don’t think he is, you 
just have to listen harder or raise the question with someone you trust. 
Let God speak in the variety of ways that he does. And, finally, take the 
leap of faith that Peter, Andrew, James, and John took in following Jesus. 
Say, “Yes!” when he says to you, “Follow me.” Listen. God is calling you. 
Amen. 


