
Sermon for Epiphany 2C 
Sunday, January 20, 2019 

“Maximizing our Gifts” 

Text: 1 Corinthians 12:1-11; John 2:1-11 

I speak to you in the name of the one true God:  Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit.  Amen. 

Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there 
are varieties of services, but the same Lord; and there are 
varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all 
of them in everyone. To each is given the manifestation of the 
Spirit for the common good.  

I want to speak briefly about these powerful words from today’s 
Epistle lesson that comes from the First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians, 
because tell us that everyone has gifts; everyone is talented in something; 
everyone is called to ministry. I remember when I was growing up, the 
thing I feared the most was being called to be a pastor. My grandfather 
was a preacher. His father was a preacher. Having grown up in the home 
of a preacher, many other people I knew were preachers. I can remember 
my grandfather saying to me when I was as young as 8 or 9 years old, 
“Son, you’re going to be a preacher some day.” I would often lie awake at 
night in fear that God would suddenly appear to me from out of the 
darkness of my bedroom in a booming voice, similar to what happened 
when Jesus was baptized, and say to me, “Norman, Norman. Thou shalt 
be a preacher.” (We used only KJV bibles in my church, so, of course, God 
spoke in Elizabethan English!) I had no idea, at that time, that 
everything that was to happen in my life for the next 25-30 years would 
be preparing me for a day like today when I am standing in front of a 
congregation—preaching. We often don’t realize how the events that 
occur in our lives, the journeys that our lives take—no matter how 
twisted, convoluted, unexpected, or inconvenient they may be—are all 
leading us toward a purpose that God has for us in our lives. Even Jesus 
himself, while attending a wedding in the town of Cana, didn’t think he 
was ready to begin the journey set out for him to do, until God told him 
through his mother Mary, the time has come. 

Each of our lives has a purpose, and as a community of faith our 
collective life has a purpose, and the fulfilment of that purpose depends 
on the variety of gifts that we have each been given. We may not always 
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be able to envision what that purpose is, but every day that has led us to 
this very day, in some way, has prepared us for discerning our purpose 
and carrying it out. Often times, God leads us toward our purpose down 
pathways that we didn’t expect and through experiences that seem to 
knock us out of our comfort zones, inconvenience us, or wreck our plans. 

This afternoon, we will gather as a community of faithful Christian 
believers for our Annual Parish Meeting. I know the weather is not the 
greatest today. Thank God we didn’t get hit with a blizzard. But, it is 
important that everyone be there because we have a lot of things to share 
with you and ask your opinion. We have to talk about where we find 
ourselves in this journey as a community and we have to talk about how 
we can best discern God’s purpose for us in bringing people from diverse 
backgrounds, languages, nations, and spiritual expressions to where we 
are today. We are two distinct groupings of faithful people (Lutherans 
and Episcopalians) who have been led into each others’ lives and are 
being called to work together to manifest God’s purpose in the world. 
There are things that we need to face that will knock us out of our comfort 
zones. There are things that we must consider that will seem 
inconvenient, too soon, or cause us to say “our hour has not yet come.” 
Jesus didn’t think that his hour had come, either. When the wine ran out, 
dealing with the problem didn’t seem convenient for him at the time; it 
wasn’t in his comfort zone. But then he gave the situation over to God 
and saved the wedding. If we can just trust in God’s faithfulness to us, 
then wherever he takes us, we know that he has our back. Even when we 
are asked to make decisions or vote in ways that take us out of our 
comfort zone, please know that God has our back. He’s not going to let us 
fall or fail. Oh, there will be bumps in the road. There will be things we 
try that don’t work out quite the way we planned, but that’s just part of 
the journey and part of the learning. God has given each and every one 
of us the gifts that we need to fulfill our purpose. 

Just like Mary was there to push Jesus into embracing his mission 
in life, God has placed the people in our lives that we need in order to 
help move us toward our mission. If we can just trust God’s wisdom and 
his faithfulness, then we can transform each other and the world. Amen. 


