
Sermon for Epiphany 2B 
Sunday, January 14, 2018 

“What is your calling?” 

Sources: 1 Samuel 3:1-20; John 1:43-51 

I speak to you in the name of the one true God: Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit. Amen. 

I don’t usually speak primarily on the Old Testament lesson, but 
today’s lesson is too good to pass up. This passage is one of my favorites, 
because it is one of the stories from scripture that people tend to read 
when discerning a call to ordained ministry. I encountered it first back 
then, but the story has lessons that can teach all of us. It describes a 
journey that all of us take, ordained and lay, in the course of our lifetimes, 
where we might hear God’s call to us at any given moment. Each and 
every one of us has a calling to something, but figuring out what that is 
might be more of a challenge. 

We are all called; we are all called to something. In our lesson from 
the Old Testament, Samuel heard the voice of God calling him. It was a 
difficult time for Israel. They were ruled by a council of twelve judges and 
things weren’t playing out so well for Israel under them. By the end of 
the Book of Judges, Israel had fallen into a state of moral demise and 
ruin, predominantly in the tribes of Dan and Benjamin (two of the twelve 
tribes of Israel). They had turned their faces from the God of Abraham. 
The tribe of Dan had almost completely given in to the worship of idols 
made by a man named Micah, even to the point that they practically 
defended the practice. Later, the entire tribe of Benjamin was wiped out 
down to 600 men in a violent and vicious civil war. It says at the end of 
Judges, “In those days Israel had no king; everyone did as he saw fit.” 
(Judges 21:25). The Israelites began to demand a king. It is in that setting 
that God saw fit to raise up a prophet who would lead to the selection of 
a king. 

But, as the passage from 1 Samuel tells us, the current prophet, Eli, 
was getting old. His “eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not 
see.” There’s double meaning in that—his vision was failing due to his 
age, but he was also growing weary in his ability to prophesy. God chose 
Samuel to take up the baton and continue to prophesy to Israel, but as 
he was young in the faith, he did not know how to listen to God. Three 
times, God called to Samuel and Samuel thought Eli was calling him. Not 
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until the fourth time did he finally hear God calling him to be the new 
prophet after Eli. When I was young, I’m talking grade school age, I had 
this great fear that God would call me to the ministry the way he called 
Samuel. However, the call took the form of a persistent nudge over the 
course of many years that grew stronger and stronger, no matter what 
else I did. And that nudge didn’t go away until I fulfilled it. Part of that 
meant letting go and letting God speak. Samuel didn’t hear God’s call 
until he let go of his expectations (that Eli, who was sleeping in the next 
room would be calling him for something) and opened himself up to the 
voice of God. 

Hearing God’s voice, hearing God’s call doesn’t necessarily mean 
that you’re called to the ordained life as a priest or deacon, but it does 
mean that, at the very least, we are all called to be proclaimers, testifiers 
to the good news of Jesus Christ. How do you share Christ in your life? 
How does the light of Christ shine in you and through you, not just in 
here when you come to mass, but also out in the world—a world hungry 
for some good news. What is it about the good news that excites you? How 
does God’s moving in your life make you tingle, make you want to shout 
for joy? You know when you get that feeling of pure joy deep down in your 
gut, and you can’t help but smile or laugh. When does the presence of God 
give you that feeling of pure joy? That’s what I’m talking about. That’s 
what the world wants to hear. That’s the way the world wants to feel. 
You may feel called to do something as well. Some calls may take the 
form of helping the poor and needy. Some calls may include beautifying 
the church, so that we can all worship in the beauty of holiness. You may 
be particularly good at something like what you do in your job or career, 
and that might compel you to use your talent, resources, or connections 
for God’s purposes. But the important thing to remember is that you have 
to stop and listen for God’s voice and discern his voice from your own 
thoughts, desires, and agendas. We often have our own agendas about 
things, but agendas can distract us from hearing what God really wants 
us to do. Samuel didn’t hear God’s call until he learned to forego his own 
agency and submitted to God’s agency. 

The other thing I think the story of Samuel teaches us is that in the 
midst of any of our callings, we are still human and that life still happens 
all around us even as we struggle to live out whatever God has called us 
to do or however he has called us to live. In the course of today’s OT lesson, 
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Samuel experienced eagerness, confusion, maturity, growth, realization, 
knowledge, panic, and affirmation—real and diverse human emotions. 
We may not always understand how God is calling us, to what God is 
calling us, or even why God is calling us out of our comfortable life to do 
something that seems illogical, inconvenient, or perhaps utterly 
ridiculous! For decades, Mother Theresa put herself and her own health 
in jeopardy to minister to the poor in India and inspired so many others 
around the world to lives of faith, devotion, and service. But she was not 
without her own doubts and fears. Even Mother Theresa had dark nights 
of the soul—periods of doubt, despair, even disbelief. It is in those dark 
nights that God’s light breaks through to continue to direct our path and 
keep us personally grounded. 

So, how are you called? In the Gospel passage, the original twelve 
disciples were called directly by Jesus himself.  He went up to them and 
said simply, “Follow me.” Samuel heard the voice of God that woke him 
up from his sleep. Our own call stories can take many forms; each of us 
is called into the life in Christ in a different way and for different reasons. 
The important thing is that we have to let go of our own agendas and 
submit to hearing the voice of God speaking to us. “Speak, for your 
servant is listening.” Amen.  
Resources 

“Commentary on 1 Samuel 3:1-10” in http://www.workingpreacher.org/ 
preaching.aspx?commentary_id=2305 

http://biblehub.com/summary/judges/1.htm 


