
Sermon for Easter Day 
Sunday, April 21, 2019 

“Iesus Christos Nika:  The Victory!” 

I speak to you in the name of the one true God:  Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit.  Amen. 

The Holy Triduum is the journey from servanthood to kingship. 
Jesus showed us that in order to show real power, it is necessary to 
become like the people being served. In order to lead from darkness into 
light, it is necessary to be part of the experience itself. In order to save 
humanity from eternal death, Jesus had to become one like us and die 
like us in order to lead us to have eternal life. If only our human leaders 
could lead so boldly! If only our leaders felt what their people felt, 
endured what their people endured, understood how the people they lead 
live from day to day, then our world would be more like what God 
imagines and how Jesus told us it could be. If only leaders today could 
stop pontificating, acting as if they know better than anyone else, and 
lead as if they were a servant. And I’m not just talking about civic and 
government leaders. I mean church leaders, ministry leaders, parents, 
mentors, even friends giving “friendly” advice. If we only put each other 
into each others’ shoes, if we were willing to share anothers’ experience, 
then we would all be better off. 

Whenever we feel like we have been defeated, the Easter message 
reassures us that victory is possible through Christ. His crucifixion 
seemed like the powers of the world had won, but Easter is the 
declaration that, No!  God is the victor. St. John Chrystosom said over 
1,600 years ago: 

[Jesus] destroyed Hades when He descended into it. He put it into 
an uproar even as it tasted of His flesh. Isaias foretold this when he said, 
“You, O Hell, have been troubled by encountering Him below.” 

Hell was in an uproar because it was done away with. 
It was in an uproar because it is mocked. 
It was in an uproar, for it is destroyed. 
It is in an uproar, for it is annihilated. 
It is in an uproar, for it is now made captive. 
Hell took a body, and discovered God. 
It took earth, and encountered Heaven. 
It took what it saw, and was overcome by what it did not see. 
O death, where is thy sting? 
O Hades, where is thy victory? 



2 

 
We can’t always choose the battles that we must fight in life; we 

don’t even know how long our life is going to be. But the message of 
Easter is that no matter what you’re going through, we have the victory. 
No matter where you’ve been in your life, we have the victory. No matter 
who loves you or who you love, or even if you think nobody loves you at 
all, we have the victory. No matter what the powers of this world try to 
do to you, in Christ you have the victory. 

When Mary Magdalene and the other women left the tomb, they 
went and began to tell the world that Jesus is alive! And we’re supposed 
to carry on that message everywhere we go from the walls of All Saints 
Church to the streets of Woodhaven to the four corners of the globe. 
Christ is alive!  

Christ is Risen, and you, O death, are annihilated! 
Christ is Risen, and the evil ones are cast down! 
Christ is Risen, and the angels rejoice! 
Christ is Risen, and life is liberated! 

And, because he lives, I can face tomorrow. Because he lives, all fear 
is gone. Because I know he holds the future, life is worth the living just 
because he lives. Alleluia, Christ is Risen! 
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