
Sermon for Easter Day 
Sunday, April 1, 2018 

“Iesus Christos Nika:  The Victory!” 

I speak to you in the name of the one true God:  Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit.  Amen. 

Many of you came to the Triduum liturgies and have been following 
the story of this week. We have journeyed through the Last Supper 
during which Jesus instituted the Holy Eucharist, his passion, his 
crucifixion, his death, and now we celebrate his resurrection. Today is 
Easter.  Though Jesus was crucified, he was not conquered.  Today, we 
see what victory looks like. The instrument of torture has become the 
vessel for salvation.  He who was executed like a criminal has returned a 
king. Christ the Victor is the message of Easter and the message of 
Christianity. 

I’d be remiss if I didn’t quote one of the great Easter sermons of our 
Christian heritage. St. John Chrysostom is one of the Fathers of the Early 
Church. He lived in the 5th Century AD and his Easter Homily still stirs 
the faithful today with his electrifying words: 
Excerpt from The Easter Homily of Saint John Chrysostom [some language has 
been adapted to modern use] 

If any man be devout and love God, let him enjoy this fair and 
radiant triumphal feast. 

If any man be a wise servant, let him rejoicing enter into the joy of 
his Lord. 

If any have labored long in fasting, let him now receive his 
recompense. 

If any have wrought from the first hour, let him today receive his 
just reward. 

If any have come at the third hour, let him with thankfulness keep 
the feast. 

If any have arrived at the sixth hour, let him have no misgivings; 
because he shall in nowise be deprived thereof. 

If any have delayed until the ninth hour, let him draw near, fearing 
nothing. 
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If any have tarried even until the eleventh hour, let him, also, be 
not alarmed at his tardiness; for the Lord, who is jealous of his 
honor, will accept the last even as the first; he gives rest unto him 
who comes at the eleventh hour, even as unto him who has wrought 
from the first hour… 

Last night we baptized 5 people here at our Easter Vigil, ranging in 
age from 6 months to 69 years. The message of Easter is for everyone. 

Jesus Christ also went down to hell to redeem those who had died 
before, like the great patriarchs and matriarchs of old: Moses, Abraham, 
King David, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Daniel, Rahab, Rachel, Ruth, Adam, and 
Eve. And he secured our redemption. 

Hell was angered when it encountered Christ in the lower regions. 

It was angered, for it was abolished. 

It was angered, for it was mocked. 

It was angered, for it was slain. 

It was angered, for it was overthrown. 

It was angered, for it was fettered in chains. 

It took a body, and met God face to face. 

It took earth, and encountered Heaven. 

It took that which was seen, and fell upon the unseen. 

O Death, where is thy sting? O Hell, where is thy victory? Christ 
is risen, and thou art overthrown. 

Christ is risen, and the demons are fallen. 

Christ is risen, and the Angels rejoice. 

Christ is risen, and life reigneth. 

Christ is risen, and not one dead remains in the grave. 

For Christ, being risen from the dead, is become the first-fruits of 
those who have fallen asleep. 
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To him be glory and dominion unto ages of ages. 

Whenever we feel like we have been defeated, the Easter message 
reassures us that victory is possible through Christ. His crucifixion 
seemed like the powers of the world had won, but Easter is the 
declaration that, No!  God is the victor.  Last year, I was listening to the 
Easter message preached by Pope Francis and in his homily he 
mentioned having met a little boy who had a terminal illness. The Pope 
explained that God was willing to spare his own son, but in the end God 
won. The kid replied to His Holiness, “Yes, but Jesus had a choice. I didn’t 
choose this for myself.”  We can’t always choose the battles that we must 
fight in life; we don’t even know how long our life is going to be.  But the 
message of Easter is that no matter what the powers of the world try to 
do to us, in Christ we have the victory. This year, I was inspired by the 
Easter message of our Presiding Bishop and Primate, The Most Reverend 
Michael Curry, videoed while visiting the Holy Land where he met Arab 
Christians in that part of the world who have lost lives, churches, and 
personal livelihood in the extreme tensions there. He quoted the words of 
the hymn “Because he lives”: “Because he lives, I can face tomorrow. 
Because he lives, all fear is gone. Because I know he holds the future, life 
is worth the living just because he lives.” It’s our communion hymn today. 
No matter what life throws at you, no matter what choices in life you’ve 
made—good or bad—no matter where life takes you on your journey, 
nothing compares to what Christ did on the Cross.  Nothing compares to 
the gift God gave us in his son.  Nothing compares to the victory over 
death, the grave, and hell that Jesus achieved. Because he lives, you can 
face the hope of today and tomorrow. 

Christ is risen! 
He is risen indeed! 

Christ is risen! 
He is risen indeed! 

Christ is risen! 
He is risen indeed! 

Amen. 
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