
Sermon for Easter 6B 
Sunday, May 6, 2018 

“Simple love” 

Text: John 15:9-17 

I speak to you in the name of the one true God:  Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit.  Amen. 

Today’s gospel is about love. That is probably not a startling 
revelation to you. The gospel lesson is full of the words of Jesus regarding 
love: “Abide in my love.” “Abide in the father’s love.” “Love one another 
as I have loved you.” “No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s 
life for one’s friends.” “I am giving you these commands so that you may 
love one another.” We are called into loving relationships all the time. 
You’ve heard me preach about it, you’ve heard others preach about it. 
We’re constantly telling you to love your neighbor as yourself. It all seems 
very easy, very straightforward, very doable. But we do know that living 
the Christian life from day to day is not always easy, straightforward, or 
even doable. We know that, at times, we find ourselves in situations 
where it might be hard to love. We’ve all been there when somebody isn’t 
acting right. Someone might have disrespected us. Someone might have 
hurt us emotionally. Someone might have disappointed us. Someone 
might have betrayed us. Someone might have caused us physical harm. 
There are so many things that could distract us, derail us, and turn us 
away from loving. But continuing to love even in the worst of times is the 
point of today’s message. 

It is unfortunate that the lectionary today stops just before it comes 
to the real hard part of today’s gospel. We do not hear the commandment 
of Jesus to love one another even though the world is going to hate us. At 
the heart of today’s gospel message is the challenge to keep on loving even 
in the worst of times, even when the people we are trying to love won’t 
love us back. That’s when loving is hard, but that’s when we’re being our 
most Christian selves. We have been commanded by Jesus himself to love 
one another as he loved us. Pure love. Sheer love. Love for the sake of 
loving. Love despite feeling or being unloved by other people. That’s what 
makes our lives as Christians challenging, different from the world’s 
expectations, but if we heed the words of Jesus and abide in him, the 
loving part, the ability to go ahead loving is possible, attainable, and 
doable. 
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The act of loving also helps us be community. When we love one 
another as God loves us, it allows us to be community with one another. 
That means that we respect others who are different from us in some way. 
It means that we are uplifting, supportive to someone who might have an 
opinion different from our own on some subjects. They may live their lives 
in a way that is different from the way we choose to live our lives, but we 
still must love them. But you see, the world wants to exclude. The world 
wants to marginalize. The world wants to fit people into a bunch of 
different categories and the world wants to treat people and deal with 
people according to their category. But Jesus is quite clear in his 
command to us: we are to love one another, period. We are to embrace 
the other, period. We are to welcome the stranger and make them feel at 
home with us. 

And it doesn’t just mean our actions; our words have to reflect this 
love as well. When the world wants to be unloving, when it wants to 
“throw shade” as it were, we have to be there to be the voice of God 
through Christ in the world. We cannot tolerate words of bigotry and hate 
toward others. We cannot tolerate the actions against our sisters and 
brothers who risked their lives and livelihood and left their motherlands 
to make a better life for themselves in this one. We cannot tolerate 
inequalities between women and men in so many aspects of our society. 
We mustn’t tolerate the ways that the world wants to offer a message of 
exclusion, inequity, and hatred. Jesus commanded us to love one another, 
so we must be the voice of Christ in the world. 

“Love one another as I have loved you,” said Jesus Christ. That is 
his commandment to us. When we abide in him, we will have the 
fortitude to love even when it seems hard to love. When we can be the 
beacon of God’s love in the face of those who want to be unloving, our 
efforts won’t go to waste. We may not always see the results right away, 
but we will bear the delicious fruit that Jesus spoke about at the end of 
today’s short gospel lesson. We will bear fruit that will last. Amen. 
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