
Sermon for Easter 6A 
Sunday, May 21, 2017 

“The Paraclete:  Comfort, Guide, and Advocate” 

Text: John 14:15-21 

I speak to you in the name of the one true God:  Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit.  Amen. 

I had some difficulty trying to figure out what I was going to say to 
you this morning.  On many a Sunday, the biblical passages, especially 
the ones from the Gospel, present a challenge that needs to be wrestled 
with.  It’s almost easier to tackle a difficult passage, one in which a word 
or a phrase or a situation rubs me the wrong way.  That gives me a good 
starting point for digging deeper into the scripture.  But today’s gospel is 
comfortable.  There isn’t a whole lot of conflict going on in this gospel 
passage.  It is not only comfortable, but it is also comforting.  It is also 
speaking about something that is familiar to us. 

When we come across these words from the Gospel according to 
John it is easy to make the connection that Jesus is talking about the 
Holy Spirit.  “I will not leave you alone,” Jesus says, “You see me in the 
flesh right now, but I am going back to the Father soon.  However, I will 
leave you with a spirit that’s already here, but will become more real for 
you in due time.”  Jesus knows his time on earth is nearing an end.  He 
is leading his disciples toward his crucifixion, resurrection, and ascension, 
while at the same time giving them a plan for moving forward after he is 
gone—with the Holy Spirit going along side them.  Jesus is already 
revealing to them a little more about the Godhead, because he is 
revealing to them the aspects of the Trinity.  When he said that he was 
sending “another Advocate,” for Christ was the first Advocate who 
revealed God to the world.  He did not mean that the Holy Spirit was to 
replace him, but rather that the Spirit would continue his work.  Jesus, 
the Word made flesh, would reveal God by his life and by his death; the 
Holy Spirit would continue to reveal God, but would not become incarnate 
or be crucified. 

Now keep in mind, that much of what I said is biased.  John’s Gospel 
was written about a half century after Jesus’s departure for a community 
of devoted followers of John’s theological perspective of Jesus—which, as 
you know, is focused more on his divinity and connection to the Father.  
Then add to that the development and evolution of theology and 
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Christology over the last 2,000 years, and we have something that makes 
us feel good and reassured. 

But let’s go back to about the year 100 AD or Common Era (CE) to 
the community of John.  Here is a community of people living in the 
aftermath of the destruction of the Temple in Jerusalem some thirty 
years before, in a province of the Roman Empire called Judea in a culture 
deeply influenced by Greek philosophy.  Life wasn’t particularly easy for 
them.  Life in the Roman Empire wasn’t particularly easy—there was a 
lot of poverty, injustice, and corruption, and the tensions between the 
Roman religion, Judaism, and the emerging Christian communities were 
high.  If there was one thing the devotees of John, the beloved disciple, 
needed, it was comfort and reassurance. 

Their time wasn’t that different from our own time, really.  The 
particulars may be different, but we can easily find parallels in our own 
time that show us that we, too need comfort and reassurance.  We live in 
a very conflicted time.  There are wars in every corner of the globe—
combat on the ground, combat in the air, combat in cyberspace.  We are 
plagued by threats of terrorism and the reality of terrorist acts carried 
out.  We constantly hear about injustices inflicted on people of various 
groupings, violence, threats to access to health care and education, 
poverty, physical abuse, addiction, the rise of secularism, corruption, the 
list goes on.  While many of us may live rather comfortable lives, we still 
live with a great deal of uncertainty about our future in our personal lives, 
in our city, our nation, and the world.  If there’s one thing that we are 
constantly longing for, it’s comfort and reassurance.  The comforting 
words of Jesus are just as relevant today as they were in the 1st Century. 

But, the word that is translated in our gospel reading as “advocate” 
is rendered in some Bible translations as “comforter or paraclete.”  It 
comes from the Greek word parakletos.  ‘Para’ meaning along side + 
‘kletos’ meaning one who is called.  In the 1st Century, a parakletos could 
mean a lawyer in a legal sense, an advocate, but it could also refer to a 
guide, or someone who stands up for someone else.  The advocate that 
Jesus speaks about is one who is called to walk along side us, one who 
will guide us and stand up for us. 

Have you ever been in a situation where you needed somebody to 
speak up for you, defend you, or vouch for you?  Have you ever been faced 
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with a difficult situation where you needed someone to lean on and hold 
you up, support you to get through whatever tribulation was in front of 
you?  It’s a beautiful thing to have a trusted friend, relative, colleague, 
priest who can be a comfort in times of need.  And beyond them, we have 
an Advocate, a Paraclete, the Holy Spirit, which is God’s real and tangible 
way of walking along side us to guide us, stand up for us, and vouch for 
us as we journey through this troubled world and the ups and downs of 
life.   

That presence of God is constant, as Jesus told his disciples:  “I am 
in my Father, and you in me, and I in you.”  We are reassured of this in 
the Holy Eucharist when we receive the real and tangible Presence of 
Christ and the Holy Spirit.  Whatever is going on in your life, whatever 
uncertainties of life might be on your mind right now, know that you are 
not left orphaned or comfortless, because we have the Spirit of God who 
walks along side us as our advocate, comfort, and guide now and in the 
age to come.  Amen. 
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