
Sermon for Easter 5B 
Sunday, April 29, 2018 

“Abide in God’s love; bear much fruit” 

Text: John 15:1-8 

I speak to you in the name of the one true God:  Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit.  Amen. 

“I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I 
in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing.” In 
today’s gospel Jesus talks about fruitfulness and vines that bear fruit, 
otherwise they wither and are thrown away. God, the vine-grower tends 
the vineyard, pruning any branches that do not bear any fruit. This 
passage is rich in imagery. God is the vine-grower, and Jesus Christ is 
the vine. God tends the vine and oversees its well-being, Jesus is the 
structure of the vine itself, and we who abide in the true vine are the 
branches that eventually will bear fruit. Abiding here means being in a 
place where is mutual indwelling of God’s love for us and our love for him. 
There is safety, there is comfort, there is hope in abiding in the vine. 
There is a connection between the pruning, removing, and cleansing that 
through Christ we have already been made clean. 

This gospel lesson reminds us that God has a purpose and a plan 
and we are the hands, feet, and mouths that will carry out that plan. If 
we abide in the love of Christ, the vine, we the branches will accomplish 
the work of God in marvelous ways. Sometimes we will experience 
periods of pruning. Anyone who knows about gardening knows that 
plants and trees must be pruned seasonally in order to thrive and grow. 
That is a metaphor for life in which we encounter challenges in our own 
lives which may involve inconvenience, suffering, and even loss, but those 
times are opportunities for finding strength and for growth. Dwelling in 
the vine gives us the comfort and stability to find that strength and 
achieve that growth. 

I can’t think of a more appropriate passage for us to hear today, 
when we will engage later on in conversations about our lives as the two 
worshipping communities of All Saints Episcopal and All Saints 
Lutheran/Todos los Santos and our lives together as partners in mission 
and ministry. God has brought us together with a purpose and a plan. He 
has planted a vine, he is watering it, he wants it to grow and bear fruit. 
God has a purpose and a plan for us and we will continue to discern 
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together how to be the hands, feet, and mouths of God, accomplishing his 
work in our lives. It won’t always be easy. It won’t be without its 
challenges. But with God’s help and by abiding in his love, we will gather 
strength and we will grow, not just with more bodies in our pews or more 
people being helped, but spiritually in our relationships with God and 
each other. 

Jesus said, “If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for 
whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. My Father is glorified by 
this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.” Let us abide in 
God’s comforting love and pray that Christ’s words will abide in us, so 
that we may be strong voices of God love and doers of his work in the 
world, and glorify him now and evermore. Amen. 
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