
Sermon Notes for Easter 5A 
Sunday, May 14, 2017 
“God, Mary, and Us” 

Text: John 14:1-14 

I speak to you in the name of the one true God:  Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit.  Amen. 

Today is an unusual day here, because we are celebrating three events 
today: 

1) That Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life. 
2) The Queenship of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
3) It’s Mother’s Day. 

Now it may seem at first glance that these events have nothing to do with 
each other, but I want to tell you that they are, in fact, very much related 
and interconnected events. 

Jesus is the way, truth, and life 

• Stated clearly in the Gospel 
• Jesus shows us the Father 

o I am in the Father and the Father is in me. 
• Jesus points us toward the Father and helps us to understand God 

himself. 

The Queenship of the BVM 

• Mary was asked to do a favor for God by being the instrument by 
which he would take human form and live among us. 

• Mary agreed 
• Mary was highly favored to have been asked to do this favor, and even 

more favored when she did it.  God showed his utmost appreciation 
for so great an act of love and self-giving by taking her up into heaven 
when she died.  The rest of us have to wait until the 2nd Coming! 

• Honored by being crowned Queen of Heaven. 
o “A great portent appeared in heaven:  a woman clothed with the 

sun, with the moon under her feet, and on her head a crown of 
twelve stars.”   Revelation  12:1 (NRSV) 

• Declared to be the “Mother of God” the Theotokos, the Bearer of God 
by the Council of Ephesus in 431 AD. 

o Not that she predates God, but that she bore God and was the 
instrument for the Word made flesh, Jesus and conferred on him 
his humanity. 
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o Queen in the sense of a “Queen Mother.”  Ancient Hebrew 
tradition of honoring the mother of a king, giving her a special 
role in the life of the royal court.  Mary occupies that place and 
that role in the heavenly royal court. 

• During her life and now as Queen of Heaven, she points us to Jesus 
and, therefore, points us to God. 

o Present at crucial theophany events. (Theophany is a 
manifestation of God to the world) 

§ Presentation in the Temple 
§ Finding of Jesus in the Temple 
§ Wedding at Cana (first miracle) 
§ Witnessed his Passion 
§ At the foot of the Cross 

o Icons of the BVM show Mary directing our attention toward 
Jesus. 

• Her special place in Heaven affords her the gift of having direct 
contact with God.  Just as we might ask or might have asked our own 
mothers to pray for us to God, we can ask our Blessed Mother to pray 
for us, and because of her special place in Heaven, she can whisper 
our petitions to God and intercede for us.   

• Even in Heaven she continues to direct us closer to God. 

Mother’s Day 

• The other important role of the BVM is that she was human like all of 
us.  She is the model of how a human can be God’s instrument for his 
most important work in the world. 

• We look to her for encouragement that we too can give of ourselves for 
God’s purpose. 

• She teaches us like a mother teaches her children; she is an example 
like a mother is an example for her children.  She is our heavenly 
Mother.  She is a model for all mothers. 

• It is more than appropriate that we honor our Blessed Mother at the 
same time that we honor all mothers. 

• Motherhood doesn’t have to be biological.  There are many women who 
serve as mothers to us—perhaps a grandmother, an aunt, a cousin or 
some other family member, a teacher, a mentor, an important person 
in the community. 

So let us give thanks for all of our mothers, and especially to our Blessed 
Mother Mary in heaven, who continually points to Jesus and directs our 
attention to him who is the way, the truth, and the life.  Amen. 


