
Sermon for Easter 4A 
Sunday, May 7, 2017 

“Why do we need the Good Shepherd?” 

Texts: John 10:1-10; Psalm 23 

I speak to you in the name of the one true God:  Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit.  Amen. 

We live in a society that values intelligence, independence, and 
individual initiative.  Perhaps that’s why thinking of myself as a sheep 
makes me a bit uncomfortable.  Sheep are not considered to be the 
smartest animals.  Sheep are animals that follow their shepherd.  
Whenever I’ve seen a flock of sheep, I’ve seen countless numbers of 
animals being herded by a shepherd, seeming not to think for themselves, 
simply going along as they are led or at least following wherever they see 
their fellow sheep going.  It doesn’t seem to be a very attractive existence, 
in my humble opinion. 

But there must be something of value to this sheep-shepherd 
relationship—important enough that it occurs in scripture, important 
enough that we are made to engage the theme of the “good shepherd” 
every year on the 4th Sunday of Easter.  In the first three weeks following 
Easter, we have focused on the aftermath of the Resurrection, but today 
we go back in time to hear the words of Jesus spoken long before his 
crucifixion. The question that bubbles up for us, then, is just how does 
this passage fit into the Easter message?  How does the image of a good 
shepherd proclaim the risen Christ? 

The passage of scripture that is today’s gospel lesson comes 
immediately after Jesus healed a man who was born blind.  Jesus was 
trying to convince his disciples and the Pharisees that it wasn’t the man’s 
sin or even the sin of his parents that caused his blindness, but that it 
just was and through it, God’s fullness and power could be revealed.  
Unfortunately, the Pharisees just couldn’t see it; their spiritual blindness 
left them unconvinced, so they kicked the healed man out of the 
synagogue.  Jesus followed up that incident by switching the topic to that 
of sheep in a sheepfold.  Jesus was giving a framework for living that was 
focused on the limitless experience of God and not on the limitations of 
the physical and mortal world.  By entering the sheepfold of which Jesus 
is the gate, one can both be in the presence of God and experience his 
fullness.  They will know him by his voice, just like sheep know the voice 
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of the shepherd.  And the safety of the sheepfold is a liberation from the 
burdens of the world. 

For us living some two thousand years later, it is the knowledge of 
the risen Christ that makes his being the Good Shepherd meaningful to 
us. He was the Good Shepherd then, when he said, “I am the good 
shepherd,” which, by the way, is the next verse after the end of today’s 
lesson.  That segment will be read next year in Year B.  Christ was the 
Good Shepherd then, and he continues to be the Good Shepherd even to 
the present.  The words of Psalm 23 tell us just how God is our shepherd, 
how he takes us by the hand and leads us through the pathways of life. 
See, I think we need a shepherd in our lives and we need to be sheep, 
because we live in a society and a world that is quite frantic and always 
moving.  There is constant activity going on that keep both our bodies 
and our minds busy.  We are constantly on-the-go and we have very little 
time to rest.  And much of the time when we are trying to rest, something 
or someone interrupts us.  It is worth noting that the “paths” mentioned 
in the psalm are the translation of a word that means not flat, paved 
paths, or even nicely groomed dirt paths, but rather, they are the 
trenches made by the wheels of an ox-cart.  In other words, the psalm 
tells us that God leads us through the entrenchments of life to a better 
place—to pastures that are luscious and green, beside waters that are 
still and calm.  Another interesting thing worth noting in the psalm 
occurs in the last verse when it says that “God’s mercy will follow me all 
the days of my life.”  God’s mercy doesn’t simply follow us like a shadow, 
being dragged wherever we go; rather, it pursues us—it comes after us.  
God doesn’t simply follow us hoping to offer us his goodness and mercy; 
he actively pursues us, so that he showers us constantly in his loving-
kindness. 

We need to be sheep who trust our good shepherd to lead us in every 
aspect of our lives, through the good and the bad, along the paved paths 
or through the rough entrenchments of our lives.  Jesus tells us, in the 
words of the Gospel, that he is the gate, the way in to a place where we 
can find rest and refreshment, solitude and solace, peace and protection 
from the world that is constantly going, moving, shifting, changing, and 
bearing down on us.  It is the risen Christ that reassures us that the 
sheepfold into which we are invited isn’t going anywhere, because it is 
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here for us always.  It is a place where we can go when we need to slow 
down, take a breather, and just exit the real world for a while. 

That’s why we need a good shepherd.  That’s why we need to be 
sought after by the Good Shepherd and led by the hand to a place that 
permeates and supercedes our regular existence.  That is good news and 
an Easter message worthy to be proclaimed.  Amen. 

 

Resource 

http://biblehub.com/hebrew/4570.htm 


