
Sermon for Easter 3A 
Sunday, April 15, 2018 

“We had hoped” 

Text: Luke 24:36b-48 

I speak to you in the name of the one true God:  Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit.  Amen. 

This morning we have the same story that we heard last Sunday. 
Last week it was from John’s Gospel and this week it’s from Luke’s. Last 
week we heard how Thomas was skeptical; this week we hear about all 
of the disciples being skeptical. Today we reflect on Luke’s post-
Resurrection account when Jesus appears to his disciples in the closed 
room. Today’s story happens shortly after Jesus appeared to two of his 
followers on the Road to Emmaus. In the days following Jesus’s 
crucifixion, the disciples were pretty shaken, afraid, and wondered what 
just happened. There were a lot of questions and uncertainties going on 
in their minds. They were filled with disappointment. In the verses from 
Luke that precede the gospel reading, the two followers who met Jesus 
on the Road to Emmaus told the one whom they thought was a 
mysterious traveler about the things that had just taken place in 
Jerusalem—how Jesus, “a great prophet, mighty in deed and word before 
God and the people” had been handed over, condemned, and crucified. 
They told Jesus, “We had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel.” 
They were hoping that Jesus would change the state of the world, the 
status quo. They had hoped that Jesus would rally and mobilize the 
people to take back their promised land from the Romans. They had 
hoped that the new way of life that he preached would catch on. They had 
hoped that he really was the Messiah. Imagine their disappointment 
when he was crucified. 

When I try to imagine the intensity of their disappointment, two 
events come to mind. One is when my college won the NCAA 
championship in hockey. This may seem like a strange analogy. Well, me 
and the other folks Harvard fans were ecstatic! The five hundred of us in 
our section of the stadium of the University of Minnesota were screaming 
and the players on our team were crying, hugging, throwing their hockey 
equipment in the air. But I will never forget the players from the 
University of Minnesota team, who remained curled in a ball on the ice, 
as still as statues for several minutes, stunned at the sudden-death loss 
on their home turf. And the silence of the other 10,000 fans in the rest of 
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the stadium. They had hoped, and their hopes were suddenly swept away. 
The wind had been taken out of their sails. The disappointment was 
intense and palpable, even in the midst of our celebration. The other time 
I experienced that intensity of hope suddenly swept away and profound 
disappointment was on November 9, 2016. The day after Donald Trump 
won the presidency. I don’t think I will ever forget the intensity of the 
dashed hopes of half a nation. People were glued to their tv sets and 
computers in utter disbelief. People were silent. People were crying. 
People became ill from the deepest regions of their guts. That time, I was 
not celebrating. I mention that event, not for its politics, but to recall the 
intensity of the disappointment for those who did not support the winner. 
When I think about how those who followed Jesus and had put so much 
hope in what he was going to do for them felt after he was crucified, the 
day after that Election Day helps connect me to them. 

But today’s gospel is what will help us dig ourselves out of the pits 
of life’s disappointments. It begins with the comforting words of Jesus, 
“Peace be with you.” Be at peace, because it’s gonna be ok. Why are you 
frightened? Why are you doubting? Don’t you see me here in front of you? 
“Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is I myself. Touch me and see; 
for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.” Jesus 
was real and very much alive for them; he even ate with them. Over 2,000 
years later, we’re still talking about it, so he did change the world—the 
disciples back then just couldn’t see it yet. But he did give them the road 
map to get the change started: “Repentance and forgiveness of sins is to 
be proclaimed in [the name of the Messiah] to all nations, beginning from 
Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things.” God works some of his 
greatest miracles in the midst of suffering, despair, and disappointment. 

And that’s how we survive when life disappoints us, because we are 
witnesses of these things. We are witnesses that Jesus the Christ is alive 
for us every day of our lives. Our story of how he is alive for us is exactly 
what Jesus told us to do—to proclaim his message to the ends of the earth. 
That’s what gives hope to others who may have lost hope. 

In this world in which we live, where we put so much emphasis on 
research, facts, and evidence to convince us that something is true, our 
testimony as Christians is our evidence. We do have a written record of 
Jesus and his Resurrection, of God’s mighty acts in human history, but 
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when that doesn’t seem to be enough, our personal story will fill in the 
gaps. We must tell our story of how Jesus Christ comes into our rooms, 
opens the scriptures to us, breaks bread with us, and fills us with his 
peace. We must share how God is constantly made real for us, whether it 
is in our daily lives or here at the Eucharistic table. We have to help 
others see that God is real for them too. We have to help them see that 
the resurrected Christ is real and present in their lives too. God loves me, 
and he loves you too. God feeds me, and he feeds you too. How do we do 
that? We can start by showing love to people who need to be loved. We 
can start by respecting ourselves and each other as children of God. We 
can start by feeding someone who asks for bread. We can start by making 
the real Christ real through our deeds and actions. 

Can you see yourself in the room with the disciples? Can you see 
Jesus coming into your life, breaking bread with you and opening up the 
scriptures to you? Do you feel him clothing you with the power of the Holy 
Spirit from on high? What is your experience with the risen Christ? How 
will you tell the world that God is real?  Amen. 
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