
Sermon for Easter 2C 
Sunday, April 3, 2016 
“Relationship Seekers” 

Text: John 20:19-31 

I speak to you in the name of the one true God:  Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit.  Amen. 

The Sunday following Easter Sunday, the 2nd Sunday of Easter, is 
known by two names in the Church:  Low Sunday, in part because of the 
dramatic drop-off in attendance compared to the previous Sunday; it is 
also called “Doubting Thomas Sunday” because the Gospel text is always 
the one from John in which Thomas encounters the risen Lord for himself, 
because he didn’t believe his brother disciples when they told him that 
Jesus had risen.  Each of the Gospels makes some reference to the post-
Resurrection accounts of Jesus—some more detailed than others—but 
only in John’s Gospel do we find the story of Thomas’s encounter with 
Jesus.  Now this story has two scenes.  In the beginning of the text we 
are told that it was evening on the first day of the week.  In other words, 
it was Sunday evening; it was the evening of the day of the Resurrection, 
actually.  The disciples were meeting in a house behind closed doors when 
Jesus appeared to them, breathed on them, and told them to receive the 
Holy Spirit.  But, for reasons we don’t know, Thomas wasn’t there, and 
when the others told him that they had seen the Lord—same words that 
Mary Magdalene said earlier that morning—he didn’t believe them.  
That’s how he got the nickname, “Doubting Thomas.”  So, a week later, 
Jesus appeared to them again (Scene 2) and this time, Thomas was 
present.  Jesus made Thomas touch his wounds, then Thomas believed, 
exclaiming with those profound words, “My Lord and my God!”  Finally, 
John wraps things up with an epilogue to his Christian community, and 
ultimately the future readers of this Gospel, that those who have not seen 
and yet have come to believe are blessed. 

First, let me say that poor Thomas has gotten a bad rap being 
labeled a doubter.  Let’s look at the text a little more and pick it apart.  It 
says that the disciples were in a room the evening after the Resurrection 
happened; they had locked themselves in a secret room because they were 
afraid of the Jews.  They feared that the Jews were going to come after 
them for stealing the body of Jesus.  If you remember, earlier in the 
chapter, the Jewish leaders had asked Pilate to block the entrance of the 
tomb with a big stone so the nutty followers of that imposter couldn’t do 
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something crazy like steal the body.  Everyone points the finger at 
Thomas for doubting, but all the disciples were guilty of lacking faith that 
Jesus had risen on the third day, like he said he would.  They might have 
even been in that room trying to figure out what they were going to do 
next!  Would they try to sneak out of Jerusalem in fear of being killed 
themselves?  Would they say the gig was up, Jesus was gone, and they 
needed to get back to their lives?  We don’t really know what was going 
through their minds, but probably, they were horrified, scared, lost, 
disillusioned, and searching for direction.  I imagine they were not 
expecting Jesus to come walking in the room, but when he did, he proved 
to them that he was alive, just as he would do to Thomas, by showing the 
wounds in his hands and side.  “And then they rejoiced.”  Thomas said, 
“My Lord and my God!”  If anyone should be celebrated for his actions, 
it’s Thomas, because Thomas was being totally honest.  Thomas voiced 
what the other disciples were probably thinking.  Thomas was being 
human.  And it was Thomas who gave the messianic proclamation that 
Jesus is Lord and God. 

The reason that this story is so compelling is because Thomas 
reminds us of ourselves.  We are Thomas.  Have you not had your doubts 
at least once in your life?  I suspect that we all have had those moments.  
You may have even had a dark night of the soul.   

But, the story of Thomas is really a story of relationships.  Thomas 
was longing for a relationship with and he was looking for a relationship 
with his Lord and his God. 

That’s the same for us. 

 

1. If Jesus appeared to you today, what burning question would you 
want to ask him? (Jn 20:29) 

2. What are you moved to stand for or against because of your faith 
and the gospel? (Acts 5:29) 

3. What’s your favorite way to praise and celebrate God: alone, or 
when you are with others? (Ps 150) 
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