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“And the Word was made flesh and dwelt among us” 

Text: John 1:1-18 

I speak to you in the name of the one true God:  Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit.  Amen. 

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into 
being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What 
has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all 
people…And the Word was made flesh and dwelt among us.” 

These are the words of the beginning of the Gospel according to St. 
John that we just heard, and it is part of the Christmas story. We like to 
think about the Christmas story by imagining a rustic manger scene like 
the crèche with shepherds, domesticated farm animals, angels, Mary and 
Joseph all adoring a docile baby Jesus, but the birth of Jesus was 
probably nothing like that. It was probably rather messy. Just imagine 
the smell of being in a stable cozying up to farm animals. In Western 
Christian tradition we imagine the birth of the Christ Child in a stable 
with hay and dirt and farm animals. Eastern Christian tradition 
imagines the event as having taken place in a cave. Regardless of where 
it actually happened, it was a place that lacked the comforts and luxury 
of a modern-day hospital. But, that’s the nativity story according to 
Matthew and Luke. You know the gospels were written decades after 
Jesus’ crucifixion, resurrection, and ascension, in the latter part of the 1st 
Century AD.  Before that all the Christian communities had were Paul’s 
letters and the stories told by the aging disciples who actually knew Jesus.  
But as those disciples, the first apostles, began to die out, it was 
important to write down their stories, so that future Christians would be 
able to know Jesus too. Matthew and Luke were concerned about Jesus’ 
family lineage, so the nature of his birth was very important. Mark was 
concerned with telling the story of Jesus and his ministry, so he begins 
with his baptism—as an adult. 

However, John tells a different nativity story. There are no 
shepherds, there are no messages by angels, there is no singing by the 
heavenly host, there is no manger. John isn’t concerned about Jesus’ 
earthly lineage, either. Instead, John reaches back to the beginning of 
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time itself, to the very creation of everything, and proclaims that in the 
beginning was the Word and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. John wanted to tell his Christian community and the whole world 
about how God came into the world as the Anointed One, the Christ, the 
Messiah.  

“And the Word was made flesh and dwelt among us.” The Greek 
text can be translated to mean that when the Word was made flesh, he 
“pitched a tent” among us. Think about that. What if someone pitched a 
tent on your front lawn? You’d be pretty disturbed. You would probably 
go out to see who it was and why they had set up their tent on your 
property. It seems that if the Divine One who created everything that is 
by his Word wanted to manifest himself on earth, he would have deposed 
some great emperor and taken up residence in a great palace. God didn’t 
do it that way.  The Word was made flesh and pitched his tent among us.  
When God desired to live among his creation, he chose to become one of 
us, pitch his tent among us, and dwell in our midst, not as an inaccessible 
ruler, but as one who shared our vulnerability, felt our pain, knew 
suffering, and eventually tasted death.   

But he did all of that so that we could have a more perfect glimpse 
of who he really is.  “God became man so that man might become a God.”  
Those are the words of St. Athanasius, one of the early church fathers 
who lived in the 4th Century.  That concept is called theosis or divinization.  
Now that doesn’t mean that there’s more than one god, nor does it mean 
that we’re going to get our own planet or our own universe to lord over.  
It means that “the Word became flesh to make us ‘partakers of the divine 
nature.’” “The Word became man, and the Son of God became the Son of 
man: so that man, by entering into communion with the Word and thus 
receiving divine sonship, might become a son of God.” “The only-begotten 
Son of God, wanting to make us sharers in his divinity, assumed our 
nature, so that he, made man, might make men gods.” We were created 
in the image of God, and so the Word became flesh and dwelt among us 
so that we might have a better understanding of what being the image of 
God looks like. The Word came down to us to take us by the hand and lift 
us up to something better, something greater, something worthy to be 
called daughters and sons of the divine, and be partakers of the same. 
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When God came to pitch his tent among us, he did not depose rulers 
and take over the world by his divine power, although he certainly could 
have.  Instead, he lived among us in the midst of the world as it was. He 
lived among his created order as it was so that he could show it how to 
be something better. He came in the midst of the world’s darkness to 
illuminate it. That is the message of Christmas. That is the message for 
us today. There is trouble in our world today. There is trouble in our own 
lives. We live among the threat and realities of terrorism, atrocities, wars, 
violence, inequality, racism, nationalism, pain, loss, death, despair, and 
disappointment. John’s nativity story gives a reminder that the Word 
was made flesh and dwells among us. John’s nativity story is the 
beginning of the message that love wins. God pitched his tent among us 
to show us that it doesn’t take an army or weapons or deceit or a whole 
lot of money to rule the world. Although, they may look like they do—and 
we may get that impression for a very long time—but in the end, love 
wins. God’s light pierces the world’s darkness and lightens our path 
toward the divine—toward him. Our hope is that we recognize that light 
in ourselves and in each other, so that we can be the images of God that 
we are and illuminate the world as to how rich and wonderful life can be 
in God’s kingdom. Amen. 
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