
Sermon for Christ the King A 
Sunday, November 26, 2017 

“A King for all Nations” 

Text: Matthew 25:31-46 

I speak to you in the name of the one true God:  Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit.  Amen. 

As someone who was born and raised in the United States, the 
concept of a king has always been foreign to me. Kings and queens have 
always been men and women from another place or in another time; they 
are always somewhere else, but have not been a part of my present reality 
or location. I look fondly upon great monarchs of the past and present 
(like King David, Queen Elizabeth I and II), and despise the bad ones 
(Nebuchadnezzar, Herod, Nero). But I gotta say that it is difficult for me 
to understand fully the impact of a monarch, because I have always lived 
in a place where the head of state is elected and no matter who that 
person ends up being, whether I like them or not, voted for them or not, 
the term of a president lasts for no more than eight years. Queens and 
kings, on the other hand, reign for life. 

Monarchs can be fickle, too. After all, they are human. Just think 
of the history of the Anglican church, where the English monarch served 
the head of the church: under Henry VIII it remained staunchly catholic; 
under Edward his son, it embraced the new ideas of the Protestant 
reformers Martin Luther and John Calvin; under Mary the Church of 
England returned to Rome; under Elizabeth I, it was told to embrace both 
its catholic past and a protestant future. And the pendulum continues to 
swing, not just in Anglicanism, but in the whole of Christendom where 
the desires and beliefs of individuals have fractured us into 41,000 
denominations worldwide. There is only one head of the church, and that 
head is the one true king, the King of kings, of all that is—Jesus Christ. 
Why does the world need a king and why do we celebrate so solemn a 
feast as the Reign of Christ? 

If you look at the end of your bulletins today, you will find a nice 
history of the Feast or Solemnity of the Reign of Christ the King. It was 
declared by Pope Pius XI in 1925 at a time when the world, especially in 
Europe, lived under the threat of several adversarial powers that claimed 
the rights to rule over the people of the world and of secularism that 
threatened the church itself. Instability and uncertainty were strong and 
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rampant when there came a beacon of hope, a reminder that there was a 
solid foundation onto which the world could hold, that Christ was the 
true king, and it is through him that all other power derives. And, you 
see, the gospel lesson for today tells us about such a king, because he is 
a different king.  

Those who rule over us—those who govern—are not hesitant to 
issue rules, laws, edicts, and other declarations that affect how we live, 
but today’s gospel gives us a clear understanding of how the world’s true 
king expects us to live. His edict tells us how to live with each other. His 
edict isn’t about self-preservation, self-interest, or self-motivation; God’s 
law, as declared by the words of Jesus the Christ, are about caring for 
each other, loving one another, and empowering one another. “When the 
Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will 
sit on the throne of his glory. All the nations will be gathered before him.” 
And he will separate the sheep from the goats, the faithful from the 
unfaithful. Who are the faithful ones? Those who gave food to the hungry 
and drink to the thirsty, those who welcomed the stranger, clothed the 
naked, cared for the sick, and visited the prisoner. That is God’s 
command to us, and his law that directs everything else. When we do 
that, then we see a glimpse of the kingdom of God. That’s so different 
from the kingdoms and nations of the world, in which the powers and 
principalities of this world seek self-preservation, self-determination, 
and self-interest. Those things aren’t inherently bad, but if we do as our 
king commands us, the preservation, determination, and interest of all of 
God’s people are possible and will be realized. That’s what God’s kingdom 
looks like, and that’s the kind of world I want to live in. Just imagine if 
all the world submitted to the reign of Christ and did as he instructed! 
What if the world did what God commands? The things that threaten us 
in this world would go away. 

The world has always been a place of instability and uncertainty, of 
injustice and selfishness, but humanity has always had God as its 
unchanging and unfailing king. God’s kingship brings stability, certainty, 
justice, and empowerment to all. God’s kingdom is more than we could 
ask or imagine. Amen. 


