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“Dazzled!” 

Text: Acts 1:1-11; Luke 24:44-53 

I speak to you in the name of the one true God:  Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit.  Amen. 

In our pursuit of telling our story, we find ourselves at the next ep-
isode—The Solemnity of the Ascension.  The Ascension is an important 
part of the story.  It occurred forty days after Easter; we read about that 
in the first reading from Acts.  Forty was no coincidence, either.  The 
number forty is of scriptural significance; in fact, it appears in the Bible 
159 times.  The number forty is often, but not always, associated with 
trials, temptation, and judgment.  In the Book of Numbers, God called 
forty years a generation.  Forty is the number of days and nights of the 
Great Flood and the number of days Noah waited before he opened the 
windows of the ark.  Moses spent the first forty years of his life living in 
Egypt in the house of the Pharaoh, then another forty years in Midian, 
and the final forty years leading the Israelites out of Egypt toward the 
Promised Land.  Forty is the number of years the Israelites wandered in 
the wilderness after the Exodus from Egypt and they were sustained by 
manna those forty years.  Moses spent forty days and nights with God on 
Mt. Sinai, and he did that twice.  Later in the Book of Judges, the Israel-
ites were held in captivity by the Philistines for forty years because of 
their evil ways in the sight of God.  Goliath taunted Israel for forty days 
and nights before being vanquished by David.  Eli was a judge over Israel 
forty years, and three great kings of Israel—David, Solomon, and Joash—
all reigned for forty years.  The prophet Ezekiel lay on his right side, as 
directed by God, for forty days to bear the iniquity of Judah.  Jonah told 
the city of Nineveh they had forty days to repent, and they did.  For forty 
days, Jesus fasted and was tempted in the wilderness at the beginning of 
his public ministry.  The Flood lasted forty days and nights.  The Israel-
ites wandered forty years in the wilderness after The Exodus.  Jesus was 
tempted in the wilderness for forty days.  Forty is a number that is con-
nected with important displays of God’s movement in the lives of hu-
mans, and the Ascension is like a response to all the forties of the past.  
It marks the completion of the incarnate God here on earth; Jesus went 
back to the place where he came from, just like he said he would.  This 
past Thursday was actually Ascension Day, but it is such an important 
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holy day that we don’t want you to miss out, so we are celebrating it today 
with great fanfare. 

The Ascension is the day when Jesus went back up to heaven to join 
the Father; the second person of the Trinity reunited with the Godhead, 
the hard work of salvation having been completed.  The description of the 
event from Acts says that the disciples were amazed, utterly astounded, 
gazing into the heavens as Jesus was swooped away before their very 
eyes.  I wonder what it would have been like if we had been there watch-
ing Jesus rising up into the clouds.  Have you ever been utterly 
astounded?  Have you ever experienced something that just completely 
dazzled you? 

But did you notice how the event played out, at least in the way the 
story is told in Acts?  Jesus had been with the disciples during those forty 
days instructing them, presumably in what they were to do next.  Jesus 
was giving the apostles their marching orders:  what to do next and how 
to teach and show the world all the things he had done while he was here.  
Then they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you will restore the 
kingdom to Israel?”  That’s what they were really concerned about.  The 
apostles are like, “Wait, you say you’re about to leave, but you haven’t 
done what we thought you were going to do yet.”  They were waiting for 
some big moment, some ultimate display of God’s power on a cosmic scale 
that would restore the Kingdom of Israel.  But Jesus told them that 
wasn’t what they should be concerned about; leave God’s business to God 
and focus on the charge that I have just given you.  “You will be my wit-
nesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the 
earth.”  The Ascension was the beginning of a chain reaction, and Pente-
cost would be the catalyst that would transform the apostles into wit-
nesses for Christ.  You see, it’s not that the kingdom of Israel needed 
restoration, it’s that the Kingdom of God needed to be made known.  That 
wasn’t what the apostles wanted to hear; they wanted Jesus to finish the 
job they had expected of him, but instead, the job was now in their hands.  
It was up to them to bring about the kingdom of God. 

The same holds true for us in our own time.  We keep wondering 
when God is going to act by divine power and fix everything.  We’d like it 
if he would simply swoop down in a mighty wind and fix all the ills of the 
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world.  But we know that’s really unlikely to happen.  The work of bring-
ing about the kingdom of God on earth is up to us.  We are the hands and 
feet of God—his eyes and ears and mouth ready to tell the story. Ready 
to pick up where Jesus left off.  We have big shoes to fill, but if we can 
tell our story, how God has dazzled us, then we might leave others totally 
amazed, much like the apostles as they witnessed Jesus going up into 
heaven, God going up with a merry noise, a triumphal shout.  That’s what 
the world wants to hear.  That’s what the world so desperately needs.  
That’s what each of us needs:  to be dazzled by the mighty power of God.  
Alleluia!  Amen.   


