
Sermon for the Solemnity of the Ascension 
Sunday, May 13, 2018 

“Bedazzled” 

Text: Luke 24:44-53; Acts 1:1-11 

I speak to you in the name of the one true God:  Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit.  Amen. 

Have you ever experienced something that just completely dazzled 
you? I mean the kind of dazzlement where you couldn’t take your eyes off 
whatever it was you were looking at—something you just couldn’t believe 
you were there to witness it! Seven years ago this week I was vacationing 
in London. I stayed in the guest house at St. Matthew’s Church in 
Westminster, just blocks away from Westminster Abbey and the Houses 
of Parliament. It just so happened that I arrived the day before the 
opening of the Houses of Parliament and the Vicar of St. Matthew’s 
informed me that there was going to be a parade down Whitehall and 
Parliament St. the next day as the Queen traveled from Buckingham 
Palace for the State Opening of Parliament. Of course, I could not pass 
up an opportunity to witness British pomp and ceremony at its finest. So 
I got up the next morning, worked my way to the Parliament St. and 
found a spot on the sidewalk with a good view and waited. There was a 
caravan of cars and carriages preceded by black horses as various royals 
and other important people rode by. Then the band began to play the 
solemn strains of “God Save the Queen.” All of a sudden, a troop of white 
horses trotted by; then, there she was, Queen Elizabeth, speeding by in 
her royal carriage. Just a few seconds and she was past gone, but I was, 
in that moment, completely dazzled! 

The disciples were undoubtedly completely dazzled when they saw 
Jesus ascending into the heavens on that day of his ascension. Dazzled, 
but also dazed and bewildered. After his resurrection, Jesus was with the 
disciples for forty days instructing them, presumably in what they were 
to do next. Then Jesus gave the apostles their marching orders: what to 
do next, how to tell the world all that they had seen, and how to show the 
world all the things he had done. Then they asked him, “Lord, is this the 
time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?”  That’s what they were 
really concerned about. The apostles are like, “Wait, you say you’re about 
to leave, but you haven’t done what we thought you were going to do yet.” 
They were waiting for some big moment, some ultimate display of God’s 
power on a cosmic scale that would restore the Kingdom of Israel. But 
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Jesus told them that wasn’t what they should be concerned about; leave 
God’s business to God and focus on the charge that I have just given you. 
“You will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and 
to the ends of the earth.” Then, suddenly, as they were watching, the 
story from Acts tells us, “he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of 
their sight.” And there they stood with their mouths gaping wide open, 
dazzled, dazed, and stunned. “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking 
up toward heaven?” Why are you standing there with your mouths open; 
he gave you your assignment, get to work! The Ascension was the 
beginning of a process that began at the Resurrection and would be 
completed at Pentecost in which the apostles would be transformed into 
witnesses for Christ. It’s not that the kingdom of Israel didn’t need 
restoration, but bringing about the Kingdom of God and making it known 
was needed more. That wasn’t what the apostles wanted to hear; they 
wanted Jesus to finish the job they had expected of the Messiah, but 
instead, the job was now in their hands. It was up to them to bring about 
the kingdom of God. That’s what would bring about the restoration they 
expected. 

We’re not so different from those apostles who witnessed the 
Ascension. The world is still broken; there are so many things that aren’t 
right and things seem to be getting worse. We keep wondering, “When is 
God going to act by divine power and fix everything?” We’d like it if he 
would simply swoop down in a mighty wind and fix all the things wrong 
with our lives and all the ills of the world. But we know that’s really 
unlikely to happen. The work of bringing about the kingdom of God on 
earth is up to us. We are the ones who have to show love, kindness, 
respect, comfort, and strength to the world that is starving and craving 
those things. And, we need to be sources of all those things for each other 
as well, when we are the ones starving and craving. 

That’s one of the things the Ascension story has to teach us, but we 
heard two Ascension stories today. The one that seems most familiar is 
the story from Acts, but we also have the version from the Gospel 
according to St. Luke. Now, you know that St. Luke wrote both the Gospel 
attributed to him as well as the book of the Acts of the Apostles. The 
Gospel of Luke starts out with Jesus’s birth and genealogy. It leads us 
through the life of Jesus and ends at the Ascension. Acts picks up where 
Luke left off: at the Ascension. Acts is Part 2 of a narrative of the life 
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Jesus Christ and the lasting effect he had on earth while he was here and 
after he was gone. In the Gospel account, Jesus opened the minds of his 
disciples to the scriptures. He told them how he had to suffer death and 
rise from the dead in order that the forgiveness of sins could be 
proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem, so he 
reminded them of their commission. He ended by reassuring them that 
he would send down a guide, the Holy Spirit, as he had promised.  Then 
he blessed them, and then he left them.  They went out, returned to the 
temple in Jerusalem and rejoiced.  It sounds a lot like church, doesn’t it. 
There’s something liturgical about the way the story is told; the disciples 
heard the word and were spiritually fed, then they were blessed, and then 
they went out to tell the story with joy. It sounds a lot like what we do 
every week here in the mass, and that’s the way we’re supposed to do it. 
We’re supposed to come here, hear the Word, be spiritually fed in the 
Holy Eucharist, and then go out into the world and make it better. 

The Ascension story is our story, too. As Jesus was lifted high into 
the heavens, so he lifts us up. God became incarnate and lived among us 
in the person of Jesus Christ to show us how to live in the image of God 
more fully. In taking human form, Jesus experienced the things that we 
experience. He experienced the best and the worst that humanity had to 
offer. But, when Jesus ascended into heaven, he didn’t leave everything 
all fixed. He didn’t clean up all that was wrong in the world and then 
leave when the clean up was done. No, he came into a broken world, and 
it was still broken when he left, but in his time with us on earth 
instructed us and showed us how we can deal with the brokenness, how 
we can live in the messiness of the world, and in the end rise above the 
messiness and get a glimpse of heaven while here on earth. The good 
things that God has done and is doing for us should dazzle us. 

But, the work of bringing about the kingdom of God on earth is up 
to us. We are the hands and feet of God—his eyes and ears and mouth 
ready to tell the story, ready to pick up where Jesus left off. We have big 
shoes to fill, but if we can tell our story, about how God has dazzled us, 
then we might leave others totally amazed, much like the apostles as they 
witnessed Jesus going up into heaven with a merry noise and a triumphal 
shout. That’s what the world wants to hear. That’s what the world so 
desperately needs. That’s what each of us needs:  to be dazzled by the 
mighty power of God. Alleluia! Amen. 
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Resource: Feasting on the Word for Ascension of the Lord (Year A, Volume 2) 


