
Sermon for All Souls 
Saturday, November 4, 2017 

“Today we remember” 

I speak to you in the name of the one true God:  Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit.  Amen. 

I imagine much of what you have witnessed so far this morning 
reminds you of an era of the church long past. Indeed, it is. Today’s 
liturgy is one of the many ways that Christians have worshipped God 
over the centuries. It is undoubtedly unfamiliar, perhaps even a little 
uncomfortable. Perhaps today’s mass is something you’ve never seen 
before. It is new to me, too. I’ve never celebrated a requiem mass before. 
We prefer things that are familiar, especially when it comes to church. 
We prefer experiences that feel comfortable, but I would invite you not to 
dismiss those things that might challenge you. When we encounter 
things are too familiar then we run the risk of being complacent. We 
know the prayers, we know the hymns, it feels good. But we also are in 
danger of the experience becoming rote, routine, and ordinary. It is when 
we encounter the unfamiliar, like in a mass, when we encounter 
something different and unfamiliar, that we are forced to pay attention. 
A mass like what we’re experiencing today challenges us. We are so 
accustomed to participating in the mass that we get bent out of shape 
when it seems that we are not participating, but I want to offer a new 
and fresh perspective and tell you that a mass like today’s requiem 
requires your participation—participation in fresh, new ways. This gives 
all of us an opportunity to reconnect with our prayer, our spirituality, our 
faith, and ultimately, our relationship with God. 

The best way to understand something new and unfamiliar is to 
engage it and learn what it is.  The Requiem Mass is offered on behalf of 
the person who has died; in the case of the mass we celebrate today, it is 
offered on behalf of all persons who have died—All Souls. It may feel like 
you’re not participating, but the mass isn’t for us, it’s for them. It is a 
grand prayer for them to God. We ask that he receive their souls and 
grant them eternal rest. The word requiem comes from the first words of 
the mass—Requiem æternam dona eis, Domine. (Rest eternal grant unto 
them, O Lord.) The idea that when we die, we enter into sleep with our 
fathers is ancient; it dates back to earliest biblical times. When 
Christians die, we enter into eternal rest, through Christ, with God, the 
Father.  And the mass we celebrate is done on behalf of the dead; it’s all 
about them, and not about us.  So you will notice minimal personal 
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gestures and minimal blessings of other people and things. Each prayer 
is a petition to God asking that he deliver the souls of the dead from the 
fires of hell; that is to say, forgive all the sins that anyone has done, 
particularly those sins that are unknown or unconfessed, for those who 
did not have time to forgive, or for those who died with anger in their 
hearts toward God. And, then, absolution is pronounced. The catafalque 
you see here represents a coffin or urn and is a reminder. It is covered in 
a pall because no matter who we are, where we’ve come from, or what 
we’ve done, we are all equal in the sight of God. You see two liturgical 
colors—principally black because we are all dust, and to dust we shall 
return—but here we also see violet, the color of penitence and absolution. 
All women and men are imperfect, yet despite our imperfections and 
shortcomings, we can be forgiven, absolved of our sins, and received pure 
into the arms of God. 

Then we move to the second part of the liturgy, which is the Holy 
Mass, the Communion, where we remember the saving work of our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ in his own death and resurrection. An act in 
which he rescues all souls from hell. You can see that image depicted on 
the front cover of the worship booklet. And during the Eucharistic prayer 
which we will use today, parts of which hearken back to the earliest 
centuries of the Christian Church, we recall the saints who have gone 
before and ask that God will grant those who have died since fellowship 
in the communion of saints, a place in the great cloud of witnesses. When 
the time comes to receive the Blessed Sacrament, we invite all baptized 
Christians regardless of tradition to come forward and kneel at one of the 
pries-dieu, if you or able, or you may stand behind one to receive the host. 
It is customary at this type of mass, to receive just the host, but you still 
receive the grace of Christ’s Body and Blood, even if you receive only the 
host. Of course, if you wish to receive a blessing only, simply cross your 
arms in front of your chest.  Finally, at the end of the mass, after 
absolution is granted on behalf of those who have died, we will ask the 
angels to lead them into paradise where they will be welcomed by all the 
saints. 

I want you to lay aside the idea that you’re not participating in this 
mass, because you are. Actually, you must participate. You cannot simply 
sit here and let the mass happen without you, because, actually, it can’t. 
The mass requires the faith of the people gathered. I invite you to 
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participate in what’s happening here, and here are three ways that you 
can do that.  As I offer the mass, even though you can’t hear what I’m 
saying, everything is written in the booklet. Just know and trust that I 
am offering the mass for the benefit of everyone here. Pray silently with 
me. When this form of the mass was the usual form, it was in Latin—
most of the people did not know Latin, and so they prayed within the 
depths of their hearts. Today, we’ll both be praying in English, but pray 
with me. During my prayers, the choir will be chanting the same prayers 
that I will be praying. Let the music surround you; let it envelope you; let 
it bring you to worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness, and be a part 
of the prayer to God in voice. Chant is a part of the human spiritual 
experience that connects all faiths, all cultures, and all human history. 
Finally, you can participate by remembering; this is a service of 
remembering. In a few moments I will be reading the list of names that 
were submitted to be remembered, but there are so many others who 
could be on that list—too many to name. But you can name them. Offer 
to God the name of every person you’ve ever known who has died, from 
the earliest memories of your childhood to the minutes before you arrived 
here this morning. Remember them by name and ask God to receive them 
into his arms and give thanks because he already has. 

 

[Pause] 
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Herminio Troché 
Herminio Troché, Jr. 
Ivan Troché 
Amelia Arroyo 
Shaliman Outar 
Eleanor Truman 
Bernard Ramsochit 
Chet Ramsochit 
Isaac Ragnauth 
Paul Ragnauth 
Sonia Ragnauth 
Jeffery Ayasammy 
Lilly Bassoo Ayasammy 
Nadia Amelia Teekasingh 
Daro Ramsammy 
Alexis Negeros 
Basil Teekasingh 
Mary Teekasingh 
Cecil Teekasingh 
Doreen Teekasingh 

John L. Gray 
Edith R. Gray 
Robert M. Gray 
Nancy V.  Superty 
Miriam Grau 
Lillian Z. Bryant 
Edward H. Bryant 
Archer M. Parkinson’s 
Charles W. Parkinson 
Edith V. Kemp 
Henry A. Pollard 
Jeffrey W. Bogle  
Joseph H. Havlena 
Charlotte Louise Littlewood  
Ernest Littlewood 
Virginia E. Best 
John J. T. Schnabel+ Priest  
Roy E. Waywell+ Priest 
Ian Vijay Beepat 
Almando Gibson

 
 
Rest eternal grant unto them, O Lord, and let light perpetual shine upon them.  Amen. 


