
Sermon for All Saints C 
Sunday, November 6, 2016 

“The Heritage of All Saints Past; 
the Legacy of All Saints Future” 

Texts: Ephesians 1:11-23; Luke 6:20-31 

I speak to you in the name of the one true God:  Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit.  Amen. 

This morning I have a challenging task for two reasons.  First, today 
is the only day I’ve been able to preach to you in several weeks, and it is 
the only time you will hear from me until Advent 1 in a few weeks.  And 
second, I have a lot to tell you.  As you have seen so far, we are celebrating 
the Solemnity of All Saints today.  It is one of the major feasts of the 
church, and it happens to be our Patronal Feast, so I need to preach a 
sermon appropriate for All Saints.  But, in addition to our celebrating All 
Saints today, beginning next week, we will officially begin our annual 
pledge campaign, and you will be hearing a lot about that then, but today 
is my only opportunity to preach to you about stewardship, because I will 
be away next week preaching stewardship to the Church of St. Alban the 
Martyr in St. Albans, and the following week, their priest-in-charge will 
preach on stewardship to us.  Somehow, I’ve got to bring those two 
subjects together, but I think I’m up to the task at hand. 

The Feast of All Saints is the occasion when the Church celebrates 
people who led exemplary lives, who have lived and died before.  Some 
are martyrs who died for their faith; some are doctors of the church, not 
because they were healers of the physical body, but because the 
discussion in their writings and preaching formed the foundations of our 
Christian doctrine; some were mystics, whose state of mind, though often 
misunderstood, channeled the voice of God for humankind; some were 
humanitarians whose call from God was to change and shape the lives 
others in profound ways.  The saints led notable lives that were so in 
tuned to God that their light shone during their lives and continued to 
shine long after they were dead.  Last week at our parish retreat, our 
facilitator, Sister Nancy gave a talk, and she told an anecdote that really 
struck me.  There was a little girl who used to go to church with her father, 
and whenever they would go, she would ask about the stained glass 
windows and he would explain what the windows were about.  One day 
the little girl was asked if she knew what a saint was.  Her reply was, “A 
saint is a person who the light shines through.”  The light of Christ, the 
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light of God shines through the saints.  Look up at the clerestory 
windows; that’s the set of windows up there [point].  Those are many of 
the saints.  Look how the light shines through them!  We are the parish 
of All Saints and our building represents that, as the saints look down on 
us constantly, and we believe that they intercede for us—that is, they 
pray for us.  We hope that due to the holy lives they led, that their prayers 
aid us in a profound way.  When a church is named after an event or a 
doctrine, e.g., Trinity Church, Church of the Incarnation, Church of the 
Resurrection, when that holy day occurs, that particular church 
celebrates its feast of title.  When a church is named after a saint, the 
feast day of that saint is called the patronal feast of that church.  The 
Solemnity of All Saints is our feast of title, because that is the name of 
our church.  But, the Solemnity of All Saints is also our patronal feast, 
because all of the saints are our patrons.  As such, we carry on the legacy 
of the saints; we pray for one another and for the state of the world, and 
we show the world how the light of God shines through us in all that we 
do and in who we are. 

So, when I think about celebrating All Saints and I think about 
stewardship, the one word that comes to mind is “legacy.”  Paul said in 
his letter to the Ephesians, our epistle lesson, “In Christ we have also 
obtained an inheritance, having been destined according to the purpose 
of him who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, so 
that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the 
praise of his glory.”  The saints left us with an inheritance, that is their 
legacy of exemplary lives for us to go and do likewise, and the motivation 
of our participating in good stewardship should be connected to our desire 
and responsibility to leave a legacy for ourselves and for those who come 
after us, drawing on our past as the springboard toward our future. 

So, what is stewardship?  I looked it up on the internet, and the first 
definition I came up with was that stewardship is “an ethic that embodies 
the responsible planning and management of resources.”  The 
opportunity for stewardship appears in so many different aspects of our 
lives. Let me give you a brief outline of what good stewardship looks like.  
The first thing to remember is that stewardship is not always about 
money.  You may hear the word used in that context, but stewardship is 
so much more than just money. 
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First and foremost is stewardship to God.  Our relationship to God 
should be first and foremost in our mind.  God is at the heart of our very 
creation, and he blesses us constantly, even when we don’t think that he 
is.  God blesses us with his goodness, his mercy, his forgiveness.  No 
matter what we’ve done or where we’ve been or where we think we’re 
going, God is always pursuing us to stay in relationship with him.  We 
mustn’t neglect our prayer life; we must always find time to talk to God, 
but we also need to stay in relationship so that we can also let his light 
shine in us. 

Then there is stewardship to neighbor.  Yes, we are our brother or 
sister’s keeper, and the gospel lesson today ends with the charge from 
Jesus Christ to “do to others as you would have them do to you.”  It also 
charges us to love our enemies and to do good to those who hate us.  We 
are obligated to love, whether we like our neighbor or not, we are to love 
each other, pray for each other, and care for each other when necessary. 

Stewardship to self.  God’s gift of creation to each and every one of 
us obligates us to take care of ourselves.  If we don’t then how can we 
possibly help anyone else?  It doesn’t mean that we’re being selfish, but 
rather taking care of that which God has entrusted us.  We must keep up 
with our health, we should try to stay fit, we should get checked out by 
our doctor regularly and listen to her or him about things that are good 
for our health.  We must always take time to relax.  Sure we all need to 
make money to do the things we want or need to do, but everybody has 
an hour to spare every day.  If you don’t think you do, you need to reassess 
your time management.  Use that time to work on the points I’ve told you 
so far.  And take a vacation if you need to.  We all need a break sometime.  
And turn your cell phones off when you enter the church.  You can reserve 
one or two hours during mass for getting away from the world and finding 
rest and refreshment in the presence of God. 

That brings me to the next type of stewardship; that is, stewardship 
to church.  OK.  Here’s the meat and potatoes of any stewardship message.  
We all have an obligation to be good stewards of our church.  First and 
foremost, we are a house of prayer and a community of faith.  Keep this 
place reverent and sacred!  Speak quietly when you enter the doors from 
the outside.  Don’t have conversations in the chapel that can be heard in 
the sacristy.  Keep your disputes outside.  Treat everyone in here with 
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respect and love, even if you don’t like them.  Remember that people are 
praying, especially in the minutes before and after the mass.  Keep quiet 
as you enter, and at the end of mass, stay until the end of the postlude, 
so you and others can pray and be carried on the wings of angels as the 
glorious music ascends to the heavens.  All Saints is an amazing place; 
we are an amazing parish.  Two weeks ago, we welcomed Bishop Geralyn 
Wolf who was absolutely beaming at the end of her visit with us.  We 
showed her so much love and hospitality.  We really came together, pulled 
out all the stops, and showed her what a great faith community All Saints 
is.  She said we are really on the ball.  She’s right.  We are a parish of 
people committed to what we do.  And when it comes to stewardship in 
this place, I want you to focus on the concept of legacy.  The legacy of this 
place needs to be our battle cry for what we do and how we do it.  We 
must secure our present and our future with our money, with our 
personal gifts and resources, and with our time.   

As for the money, you already know what I’m going to say.  Offer to 
God your tithe—that is, the first fruits of your labors, 10%.  I have to tell 
on my mother.  She’s old school; I’m trying to teach her about using an 
ATM machine, but she prefers going into the bank whenever possible.  
Anyhow, among my most powerful memories from growing up involve 
going to the bank with my mother.  Every two weeks after she got paid, 
she would go to the bank to cash her paycheck.  As soon as the bank teller 
gave her the cash money, before she even left the teller window, she 
would count out an amount, pull out a little yellow envelope from the 
church, and put 10% of what she had received in the envelope and sealed 
it.  THEN, she would leave the window and go to another table to budget 
out the rest of her money.  Now that’s stewardship. 

I recently gave a talk to the stewardship leaders St. Alban the 
Martyr, and I offered them three scriptural passages—I’m told that my 
talk brought them to tears—so I’m offering the verses to you, but you’ll 
need to look them up, because I have a lot to say this morning.   The first 
is 1 Chronicles 29:10b-14: the verse to remember from that is “But who 
am I, and what is my people, that we should be able to make this freewill 
offering? For all things come from you, and of your own have we given 
you.”  The second passage is Malachi 3:8-12: “How are we robbing you?  
In tithes and offerings!  Bring the full tithe into the storehouse…and see 
if I will not open the windows of heaven for you and pour down for you an 
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overflowing blessing.”  And the third is 2 Corinthians 9:7-10: “Each of you 
must give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.  He who supplies see to the 
sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed for sowing 
and increase the harvest of your righteousness.”  Go home and read those 
passages in their entirety. 

But the other thing I’d like to touch on about leaving a legacy is that 
we need to be proactive about our future.  Over the next year I am going 
to be more focused on the future of All Saints, taking more time with our 
youth and young people, and working with ministries to take steps to 
secure their future.  Beginning in Advent, it is my hope that every 2nd 
Sunday will be directed at our youth with a youth sermon, taking time 
with them at coffee hour.  I’d like for other ministries to follow suit by 
being intentional about scheduling youth if possible on that Sunday.  I 
also want ministries reaching out to youth to get them involved more and 
to recruit new members.  One of my greatest joys happens when I visit 
the Senior Lunch Program and see folks who have been members of All 
Saints for as much as five decades working alongside members who are 
less than a decade old.  Wouldn’t it be nice to see our more of our young 
people learning skills for the altar guild, or singing in a choir, or serving 
at the altar, reading the lessons, or showcasing their other talents?  And 
teach them at home.  Go over the lessons with them.  Engage them in 
talking about what they experienced in church. 

The next thing I’d like to say I want to preface by saying that it is 
in no way directed at any individual, but rather this is something to 
ponder as we think about leaving our legacy.  If you have been in charge 
of a ministry or in a position and the number of years is in the double 
digits, you need to start grooming some new folks for leadership of your 
ministry.  I’m not saying you’re not doing a good job, because you’re doing 
an excellent job; I’m not saying that it’s time to go, either.  But what I am 
saying is that we need to pave the way for the survival and growth of all 
of the excellent ministries that we are already doing.  It would be a shame 
for all of your profound knowledge and expertise to be lost should you 
happen to leave All Saints for another local in this world or your mansion 
in the next.  We’ve seen it happen where someone leaves All Saints or 
dies and all of a sudden we’re scrambling to do all the things they used 
to do.  So, ministry leaders, train others to do what you do, groom new 
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leaders, and I’d like to see this happen by next November 1.  Remember 
you’re forging your legacy. 

Back to the money part, think about leaving a legacy to All Saints.  
Remember us in your wills.  Offer a portion of the inheritance you plan 
to leave to this place.  Contribute to the endowment or our memorial 
funds.  Designate All Saints among your beneficiaries, because 
regardless of what God has blessed you with in this world, you can’t take 
it with you and you won’t need it in the next.  Leave your mark on All 
Saints. 

Whew!  OK.  We really are in the home stretch!  Thank God there’s 
only one mass today. 

Other areas of stewardship I want to touch on are to home and 
family.  This is your support.  Strengthen the relationships you have 
within your home and your family.  If they are strained or need some 
extra attention, do be afraid to bring in a third-party professional to help 
you through that.  If you think you don’t have family, you do!  We are 
your family.  You don’t have to go it alone, nor should you. 

Be good stewards to your community; that is the community in 
which you live and the community in which we serve here at All Saints.  
God willing, I will work on trying to keep you all informed about things 
going on here in Woodhaven.  This is my community and that is my 
responsibility both as a resident of this neighborhood and as your pastor.  
I could use some help in that too, so come talk to me if you’re interested. 
Let’s identify the needs here. Come with me to attend community 
meetings and events.  Support the ones I don’t have time to go to.  It’s 
important for the wider community to see All Saints represented. 

Then we must be good stewards of our country.  I would be remiss 
two days before a major national election if I didn’t say something.  Jesus 
said, “Give to Caesar those thing that are Caesar’s; and to God those 
things that are God’s.”  I’ve already discussed the God part, but we must 
be good citizens, because we are a part of the very real world.  I can’t tell 
you who to vote for on Tuesday, but if you have the privilege and right to 
vote, you must exercise that right and privilege.  It isn’t just about 
electing a President, there are many other local leaders on the ballot.  If 
you don’t think your vote counts, it does, especially if the election is going 
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to be close.  But more importantly, consider the legacy of those who fought, 
protested, went to jail, and died for our right to vote.  Pray for these 
upcoming elections.  You should have received a leaflet with prayers for 
the next few days.  Bishop Provenzano has called on this diocese to 
engage in an octave of prayers for the nation from All Saints Day, 
November 1, through November 8.  Please join the rest of the diocese in 
those prayers. 

Finally, be good stewards of the world and the environment.  Be 
mindful of its resources.  Conserve where you can, recycle whenever 
possible, contribute to charities that support the environment and the 
well being of others around the world. 

This All Saints, remember the legacy of the saints.  Let the heritage 
of All Saints past drive the legacy of All Saints future.  Pave the way for 
this place to continue to be an influence to the world, to this community, 
to each other, but most importantly, let’s do what it takes to guarantee 
that All Saints will be a glimpse of heaven, a sanctuary of God’s kingdom, 
and a haven for all in need.  Amen. 

 
Resources 

https://www.google.com/search?q=stewardship&ie=utf-8&oe=utf-8 


