
Sermon for Advent 3C 
Sunday, December 13, 2015 

“Prepare the way and bear good fruit” 

Text: Luke 3:7-18 

I speak to you in the name of the one true God:  Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit.  Amen. 

Last week, we were introduced to John the Baptist as the voice in 
the wilderness crying, “Prepare the way of the Lord.”  Today, on the 
Third Sunday of Advent, we spend a second week with John the Baptist, 
and this week he tells us how we are to do just that:  Prepare the way of 
the Lord.  First he calls the crowd a brood of vipers.  I can think of a few 
more modern ways of saying that, but it would involve words inappro-
priate for the pulpit or sacred space.  But anyhow, John’s words to the 
crowd are simply, “Bear fruits worthy of repentance.”  In other words, 
live life in such a way that demonstrates that you’ve really made a 
change, a metanoia, a turning back toward God, focusing on living life 
according to the ancient law. 

Now let’s go back to the text for a minute, because it gives us some 
perspective on the context of John’s little homily.  John says, “Do not 
begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell 
you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham.”  
You see, John was speaking to a crowd of Jews.  In Matthew’s version of 
this story from Chapter 3 of his gospel, he says that John was speaking 
to Pharisees and Sadducees, but Luke says it was “a crowd.”  For Luke, 
this message was meant not just for the religious leaders, but for every-
one—the entire community.  The problem was that many of them had 
become complacent; they felt secure that because they went through all 
the right motions, said all the right prayers, knew the words of the To-
rah, they didn’t have anything to worry about, and most importantly, 
they were of the proper bloodline.  They had an in with God, because 
they were among the chosen people, they were the elect.  They were the 
in crowd.  They were on God’s A-list.  Do Christians act like that some-
times?  We’re in good with God because we go to church, we read our 
Bibles, we say our prayers.  We’re on God’s A-list simply because we’ve 
accepted Jesus Christ as our personal Lord and Savior.  But John says, 
“No.”  Simply being a child of Abraham isn’t enough, because there are 
things that you’re doing that need to be done differently.  And if you 
don’t change your ways, “the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every 
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tree therefore that does not bear good fruit [will be] cut down and 
thrown into the fire.” 

What does John mean by “good fruit”?  “What should we do,” the 
crowd asks John.  That’s when we get to the heart of John’s message, 
the meat and potatoes of the change that John is talking about.  It isn’t 
just enough to call yourselves people of the covenant.  The text says that 
John explained to the crowd, “‘Whoever has two coats must share with 
anyone who has none; and whoever has food must do likewise.’  Even 
tax collectors came to be baptized, and they asked him, ‘Teacher, what 
should we do?’  He said to them, ‘Collect no more than the amount pre-
scribed for you.’  Soldiers also asked him, ‘And we, what should we do?’ 
He said to them, ‘Do not extort money from anyone by threats or false 
accusation, and be satisfied with your wages.’”  In other words, give to 
them who have nothing, clothe the naked, feed the hungry, treat every-
one fairly and with respect.  A very simple message from the man who 
had just called them a brood of vipers, a message so powerful that they 
thought he must be the Messiah. 

This simple message speaks to us as well.  There are too many 
complacent Christians.  Christians who claim the faith of Jesus and 
think that it’s enough to go through the motions of being a Christian, 
thinking that because we have accepted Christ we are part of God’s A-
list.  But John the Baptist said, “No.  That is not enough.”  It’s not 
enough for us to claim our place in the Body of Christ and let his chil-
dren go hungry, or naked.  It isn’t enough for us to boast membership in 
the Family of Christ, the Church, and not treat all of our brothers and 
sisters with due respect and fairness.  It isn’t enough for us to lift up the 
Holy Scriptures as our model for holy living and not see Christ dwelling 
in all of God’s children or see God in all of his creation.  All of those 
things distract us from living Christ-like lives and separates us from 
God.  John’s message exhorts us to let go of anything that hinders our 
relationship with God, let go of our selfish desires and our personal 
hangups, put aside our gripes and disagreements, and turn back toward 
God.  Simple instructions, and yet we still find it so difficult to do.  It 
seems too simple for such a complicated world we live in, but that is ex-
actly the point.  It may not be much, we may not make the daily news, 
but even through the simple things we do, we can still make a differ-
ence. 
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It is the end of John’s exhortation that gives us hope.  When the 
crowd thought John might be the Messiah, he told them that he was not, 
for the one who is more powerful is coming to baptize with the Holy 
Spirit and fire.  “His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear the thresh-
ing floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will 
burn with unquenchable fire.”  John is not talking about hell.  He is us-
ing imagery from the harvest, imagery that would have been very famil-
iar to his audience.  A winnowing fork separates the wheat from the 
grass and other weeds that were collected, and they are thrown into the 
fire to be burned.  Fire purifies.  Fire cleanses.  Fire renews.  Fire de-
stroys the bad stuff and allows fresh new growth.  This is an Advent 
message.  It looks forward to the coming Messiah.  For the crowd listen-
ing to John the Baptist, it meant that the great ministry of Jesus was 
about to begin and, as his forerunner, John was setting the stage.  For 
us, we look forward to Christ’s coming again with hope for the peace 
and joy that is to come.  But in the meantime, gospel reminds us that 
we need to do right by each other.  We can always be doing better than 
what we’re already doing. 

Listen to the voice crying in the wilderness.  Let us prepare the 
way of the Lord by turning ourselves again toward God and being bear-
ers of good fruit.  Amen. 
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