
Sermon Notes for Advent 3 
Sermon for Youth Sunday 

Sunday, December 11, 2016 
“What season is this?” 

Who knows what a season is? 

What season of the year is it? (Fall, winter) 

OK, so how do you know what season it is?  How do you know 
that it’s fall or winter? 

Did you know that the church has seasons too.  Do you know 
what season it is here at church?  (Advent) 

How can you tell that it’s Advent? (purple colors) 

It’s Advent and that means that we are preparing ourselves for 
Christmas. 

How are you getting ready for Christmas? 

 

At church, we get ready for Christmas during the season of 
Advent. 
That means that we hear stories about how the world prepared 
for Jesus a long time ago when he was alive. 

Do you know who John the Baptist is? 
John the Baptist lived in the desert, or the wilderness, away 
from the city.  People would come from miles around to hear 
him speak, because he spoke out against some of the bad 
things that people were saying and doing.  People weren’t 
acting right, they weren’t being nice to each other, and people 
like the king and the guys who ran the government weren’t 
very honest; they lied to people and put them in jail for no 
reason. [picture] 
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John the Baptist asked people to change the way they were 
acting and act more like how God told them to act.  When 
people were ready to admit they had done wrong and promised 
to act in a nice way like God wanted them to, John would 
baptize them by dipping them in the river, he would put their 
head under water, in order to make them clean again—their 
bodies as well as their minds and hearts. [picture] 

John also told people that someone very important was coming 
to preach to them.  He was talking about Jesus.  John knew 
that Jesus was special, that he was sent by God to preach to 
people about how they were supposed to behave and be good to 
one another.  John the Baptist was preparing people for when 
Jesus would take over preaching and telling people how to be 
better people than they were—how to be good. 

So let’s get back to the seasons.  Advent is supposed to get us 
ready for Christmas.  We get prepared.  It’s like if you want to 
go outside now, you have to put on your jacket and gloves and 
a hat so that you can go out where it’s cold.  And if you prepare 
the right way, you’ll be happy and warm, right? 

Look at the candles on the Advent wreath.  Remember how I 
told you that you know it’s Advent because you see purple 
colors in the church?  Well today we lit a candle that is pink.  
Pink is for joy—happiness.  Today in the church we are 
reminded of the joy that we’re going to have when Christmas 
comes, and so we light a pink candle, I’m wearing a special 
robe that is pink, or the color of roses, instead of purple 
because pink means joy, and we have roses under the cross to 
remind us and prepare us for the joy that we’re going to have 
in two weeks when Christmas comes. 
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“Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” 

That was the question John asked Jesus.  He was supposed to 
know, be the forerunner, but he had doubts. 

Purpose of today’s gospel is to explain to the world that John is 
not the one.  Remember, by reading Matthew’s telling of the 
story, we get the story in the context of when it happened, and 
we get the story as Matthew wanted his people to hear and the 
message he wanted to convey.  Matthew and his Christian 
community believed the end times were near. 

http://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary_
id=3091 

 


